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INTRODUCTION

Hardly any other country m the world can mahke a stronger clim on
man s spherent desire for the umque and the romantic than India Even
in antquity 1t was widely teputed for ats splendor and incredible nches
for bejeneled soverergns and wondrous sweet spices The desite to see
and obtaa these things Jed many a traseles and trader to the Indan
shores Throughout Medieval umes the wondes tales persisted of this
fabulous lind and stuered by the accounts that they had beard of the
riches 1n the exst great explorers such as Vasco da Gama and Chrstopher
Columbus set out 1n search of better sea routes for reaching this realm
“The strenggh of this legend 1s to be seen 1n the fact that we still cal] the
abonginal natives of Amenca Indians

Today even though Eutopeans have been 1n India a5 rulers and taders
{ot senerat centunes there cemaos an ae of mystery and seeange fasana
tion 10 the weurd events and unusual scenes which are 1o be encountered
ot witnessed 1n that country ‘The tonumerable villages swarming with
human fife the geotesque and inctedibly decorated temples and shoines
attended by exotic priests the bniluntly colocful processions and fairs
and the splendid durbars or court reviews combinie to cast 2 spell over
enen the most blase of travelers

But there 15 1n addition to the romantic still another and 10 some
fespects more important aspect of India which mzhes 1t mperatne for
the seowous student to become bettes acquamnted with t Thss 1s Indeas
vital ole in the globl strategy of contemporary wotld politics Wosld
planfees and militanily minded geopobucans such as Homer Lea and
had Hushofer huve considesed lodsas sole as besic m the control of
world seamags and sea power Strategucally situsted as it 15 relative to

Puave )

Road near Bogt sad Chopt Mountsins, Manga Valley Humafayan border of
Afphanistan 1t w5 by winnung theough such «bstacles a5 these that the pnmitne
Aryans of 2063 years before Chnst caughe thete fiest ghmpse of Sodia
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INTRODLCTION

Hardly any other countty 1n the world can mike a stronger cdlaim on
(man's mhetent destre for the umque and the romantic than India Esven
1 antiquity 1t was widely reputed for s splendor and wneredible niches
for beyemeled soverergns and wondrous secet spices The desire to see
and obtun these things led many a traveler and trader to the Indun
shores Throughout Medieval himes the wonder tales persisted of this
fabulous land and stused by the accounts that they had heard of the
niches 1n the east great explorers such as Vasco da Gama and Chastopher
Columbus set out 10 search of better sea routes for reaching this fealm
The strength of s legend 15 to be seen 1 the fact that we sull call the
aborginal natives of Amenica Indians

Today even though Europeans have been 1n India as rulers and traders
for several centurtes there remains an ar of mystery and strange fasaina
tion 1n the werrd events and unusual scenes which are to be encountered
of witnessed m that country The innumerable villages swarming with
human Wfe the grotesque and sncredibly decorated temples and shrines
attended by exotic puests the brilluntly colorful processions and fairs
and the splendid durbars or court reviens combine to cast a spell over
even the most blase of travelers

But there 35 1n addition to the romantic still another and 10 some
respects more pmportant aspect of India which makes 1t imperatnne for
the senious student to become better acquainted with st This 1s Indias
vital role i the global strategy of contemporary world politics Woeld
p}lnntrs and mulitanly minded geopolticiins such 35 Homer Lea and
::;1[;!::?:(« l:i.nc considered Indias tole as basic 1n the contral of

ys and sea power Strategecally situated as 1t 15 relative to

Prate 1
Road near Roga and Chipi Mountains Nan,
ga Valley Himaligan bord
:{l,hamsun Tt was by it 0 1heouph such chtacles s these they the p;:unf
tyans of 2000 years before Chrust caught their fiest ghmpse of India e
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2 WAR BACKGROUND STUDIES, NO 18

the Indian Ocean and the shores of southern Asia, the protection of
India has been assigned a domsnating role mn the world politics of Great
Brtan for the last 150 years India 1s considered by some writers to be
the keystone to the survinal of the Brtish Empite and ts polittcal center
of gravity The advance of Napoleon into Egypt smolied a prolonged
struggle on the part of Ingland to maintamn her seaways to India, while
the march of Russia into central Asta dunng the nincteenth century and
toward the control of the Bosphorus, on the way to Indis, preceded the
Crmean War In the last World War the Getman dominsted  Berhn to
Bagdad * Ratlway pornted only too cleatly at the Britssh ife Ine to India
The fortification of the great Brtish base at Singapote and the projected
completion of the all Brtish * Cape to Caro’ Raslroad were moves desig
nated to protect the flanks of the great ocean doman abutting upon lndn
The latest threat to Indua, the Japanese occupation of the East Indies
and Burma duting the present war, has been the most effective thrust
many years agunst British dominance of the Indian subcontinent An
additional complication to the situation s offered by the international
tmplications of the nternal stresses within India between Mushms and
Hindus, between Brtish India and the Indian States, and between Caste
Hindus and Untouchables

GEOGRAPHY

Iadia * 15 a ward dersed from the Greehs, who n turn got 1t from a
Perstan form of the Sansknt smndhy,” a mver, refetung to the land
castward of the Indus From this foot the Mushm conquerors of India
detrsed the term  Hindustan,” land of the Hindus which 1s apphed to
2all Inda or to only that past north of the Vindhya Mountuns In Sanshut
the ancient Jearned language of India, and in languages denved from st
the term * Bharata varsha™ 1s the neatest equuvalent word apphicable to the
enture country

India 15 roughly about one half the size of the United States but possesses
around three times as many b {ts area and’ pop are adout
equal to the arca and pre war population of Europe minus Russia The
total arez ss 1,573,107 square miles and the popuhtmn m 1941 was
388,997,955 The shape 1s that of 2 vast trangular perunsuls projecting
southward from Asi2 The base of the triangle extends along the Himalaya
Range it the north, and its apex runs far 1nto the Indian Ocean in 3 sou'h
ward direction  The greatest breadth from exst to west and the greates®
length from north to south are about the sime, namely, around 1900
miles The country extends from lattude 8*3* N to 39°13 N and from

longitude 65°45° E. to 97° E
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the Indian Ocean and the shores of southern Asia, the protection of
India has been assigned a domumating role 1n the world politics of Great
Brtain for the last 150 years India 1s constdered by some wnters to be
the heystone to the sunnval of the Brtish Emprre and sts political center
of gavity The advance of Napolcon 1nto Egypt 1nnvolved a profonged
struggle on the part of England to mantain her scanays to India, while
the march of Russia into central Asia duning the nineteenth century and
townard the control of the Bosphorus, on the way to Indiz, preceded the
Crimean War In the last World War the German dominated  Berlin to
Bagdad * Railnay ponted only too clearly at the British Iife line to Indna
The fortufication of the grext Brutish base at Singapore and the projected
completion of the all Brutish  Cape to Carto * Raulroad were moves desig
nated to protect the flanks of the great ocean domamn abutting upon Indis
The latest threat to India, the Japanese occupation of the Fast Indies
and Burma dunting the present war, has been the most effectne thrust in
many years agunst Butsh dominance of the Indian subcontinent An
additsonal complication to the situation 1s offered by the tnternatronal
implications of the internal stresses within ladia between Mushms and
Hindus, between British India and the Indian States, and betneen Caste
Hindus and Untouchables

GLOGRAPHY

India’ 1s a ward densed from the Greehs, who in turn got ot from 1
Persian form of the Sansknt ‘sindhu,’ 2 mver, refernng to the fand
eastnard of the Indus Trom this root the Mushm conquerors of India
detrved the term * Hindustan,” land of the Hindus, which s apphed to
all India or to only that past north of the Vindhya Mountains  In Sanshnit
the ancient Jearned language of India, and 10 fanguages derived from st
the term * Bharata varsha * 1s the nearest equnalent word applicable to the
enture country

India 1s soughly about one half the size of the United States but possesses
around three times as many snhab Its area and popul are 2bout
equal to the ares and pre war population of Lurope minus Russia  The
total area 1s 1,573,107 square mules and the popuistion m 1911 was
388,997,955 The shape ts that of a vast trangular peminsula projecting
southward from As:a The basc of the tnangle extends along the Himalays
Range 1n the north, and sts apex runs far into the Indian Ocean in 2 sou'h
ward direcion  The greatest breadth from east to west and the greatest
length from north to south are about the same namely around 1,900
miles ‘The country extends from lautude 8°5” N to 39°15 N and from

longrtude 65°43" E. to 97* L
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the Indun Ocean and the shores of southera Asia, the protection of
India has been assigned a dominating role 1n the world politics of Great
Britain for the last 150 years India 15 considered by some writers to be
the heystone to the sunuisal of the Brtish Empite and sts political center
of gravity The adsance of Napoleon into Egypt involsed a prolonged
struggle on the part of England to mantain her seaways to India, while
the march of Russia into central Asta dunng the nincteenth century and
toward the control of the Bosphorus, on the way to Indi, preceded the
Cnmean War In the last World War the German dominated * Betln to
Bagdad * Rulway pointed only too clearly at the Brtish Itfe hine to India
The fortufication of the great Brtish base at Singapore and the projected
completton of the all Butish * Cape to Carro * Ratltoad were moves desig
nated to protect the flanks of the great ocean domarn abutting upon India
The latest threst to India, the Japanese occupation of the Fast Indies
and Burma duting the present war, has been the most effective thrust i
many years agunst Brtish domnance of the Indian subcontinent An
add, I complication to the 1s offered by the international
imphcations of the internal stresses within India between Mushms and
Hindus, between Butish India and the Indian States, and between Caste
Hindus and Untouchables

GEOGRAPHY

India* 15 2 word demved from the Greeks, who in turn got it from a
Perstan form of the Sanshmt “sindhu,” 2 mver, refernng to the land
castnard of the Indus From this root the Mushim conquerors of Indix
denved the term  Hindustan, * land of the Hindus, shich 1s applied to
all India ot to only that part north of the Vindhya Mountuins  In Sanshnt
the ancient learned language of India, and 1n languages denved from it
the term * Bharata varsha™ 1s the nearest equivalent word appheable to the
entire country

Ind:a 1s roughly about one half the size of the United States but possesses
around three lumes a5 many inhabiants  Ms area and population a1¢ about
equal to the area and pre war population of Lurope minus Russia  The
total area 1s 1,573,107 square mules and the population in 1911 was
388,997,955 The shape 1s that of 2 vast trngular peninsula projecting
southn ard from Asia  The base of the trangle extends along the Himalapz
Range tn the notth, and its apex runs fag into the Indizn Ocean 1a 3 south
ward direction  The greatest breadth from east to west and the greatest
length from north to south arc about the same, namely, around 1,900
miles The country extends from latitude 8°5’ N to 39*15° N and from

longitude 63°45° E. 10 97° E
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Whls much of the continent of Asia 15 unfit for human occepance,
{ndt 15 so ecmnently fited therefor 33 to chelte sbaut oae fifth of the
tuen e In an ates 2 hide more than 1alf as lagge as the Dominon
of Canada there are 35 times as soany people—in fact, nearly three fourths
of all the ohabitants of the British Empue

£16 2 ~Map of Indiz supenimposed on map of the Louted States on the same scale

TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES

Indsa proper 13 bounded on the north by the Himalaya Range, on the
tast by the vanous steep mountan chains that diwide 3t from Burmas, on
the sauth and east by the Bay of Bengal, on the south also by the Gulf of
Manaar which separates 1t from the island of Ceylon on the west by the
Arsbuan Sea or Indizn Ocean and by the several mountan walls separating
1t from the platean of iran and Afghasustan. The natvral mouatam barniers
on the land frontiets of India are cuncusly paralleled by sivers the Indus
on the nest and the Ganges 2nd Brahmaputra on the notth 2ad east  Thus
% mrght be noted that the mountans whick shut off India very defintel

from the test of Asia ate countered by the disposition of nvers and smy
coasts which latter qrreumstance facilitates water communteation atound

the penphery of the entire copnt
vy and enzbles totercourse
separated from the rest of the world e 1o ke e
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While much of the contiment of Asa s unfit for human ocmp;n;c,
India 15 50 emucently fitted therefor as to shelter about ane fifth of the
burun race 1 an atez 2 httle more than half as large as the Uomxmt;n
of Canada thete are 35 humes as many people—n fact nearly three fourths
of allthe wohabrtants of the Britsh Empue
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et by the
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by the Himalaya Range on the
Yafi0us steep mountain chasns that dsvide gt from Burma, op
2nd exst by the Bay of Bengal on the south afso by the Gult of
d of Celon on the west by the
by the several mountata walls Separating
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The topogeaphy of India may be sad to divide the country s surface
into three distinct and markedly different areas  The first 1s the groat
mountun mass along the land frontiers from Baluchistan to the Bay of
Bengal, the second 1s the great plain of northern India formed by the wide
allaveai valleys of the Indus, the Ganges, and the Brahmaputra aad thert
tnibutaries, and the third s the great plateau of Peninsular India or the
Deccan

The mountasn wall along the Jand frontiers 1s picrced by several gaps
or passes, espeaally on the northwest frontier, which have been historically
important channels of migration for mvaders of India These passes on
the northwest are the Khyber, Bolan Gomal, and Makran coust route
The climate of the mountains 15 vared by altitude and by other factors
The eastern hulls separating India from Busma are ramy, heavily forested,
and thinfy populated The Himalayan region comptising the Himalaya
Mountains from 5,000 feet upward, s distinguished by its alpne or senm
alpine vegetation and antmals  The Sub Himalayan regron consists of the
foothulls between the plains and the mountains or the lower slopes of the
Himalayas themselves up to 5000 feet This area 1s forested and difficult
to travel  The Tibetan Plateau 1s anay from the monsoon s reach and 1s
mamnly an alpine waste The northwestern hulls constitute & dry regron
with very lttle sustenance for man or beast  The Baluchistan Plateau 1s a
dry area surrounded by equally dry hulis

The natueal regions of the great northern plan are subdinided by chmate
The lower Indus Valley of Sind 1s a very dey allusul plan dependent
upon terigation by the Indus waters  The Punpab Plan farther northeast
ward 1s of 2 stnular dry character with swngation supplied by the waters
of the Indus and 1ts four branches  The upper Ganges although recenving
some ranfall of value, 1s largely dependent upon irngation from the jumna
and the Ganges The middle Ganges Valley 1s intermediate between wet
and dry zane chautes and tehies only pastly upon sngation The lower
Ganges Valley consists of the allusual sorls of the Ganges Brahmaputra
Delta and has an abundant runfall with which to rase ats nice crops  The
Brahmaputra Valley 1n Assam to the northeast 1s sumilarly wet but ts not
so thickly populated as the ares of the Delts The entire Indogangetic (1
Jndus and Ganges) Pl ts tloored by an alluvium hundreds of feet thick
and possesses few 1f any hulls or natural dechivities  Its nvers are fed
from the snows of the Himalayas and are quite dry although vanng
greatly in solume dunng the scasons The Stwalik range of hillssenesasa
boundary between the Ganges Valley and the Sub Himalsyan region

The Indizn Plateau of the Pemnsula can be drided into thiee setions,
namely, (1) the coastal arcas (2) the region north of the Satpura Moun



PLATE 2

per The Himaliyas near Daneching This mughty fange of mountans with ats unpis;
hesghts and scenxc splendors s preeminently sacred 1 H ndu mythology Such overmhelming

and grandeur 1 nature with the correlated implication of the weakniess and pumness of man
2 deep vetn of mysticism 1n the Hindu  (Photograph from Ewing Galloway )

Lowet Rashmic The Vale of Rashm s hemmed 1n by the Himalayas and the Hindu

Mountains 15 one of the most paradisascal spots on carth, and mony travelers have written
beaury (Photograph by Deane Dickason from Ewing Galloway







PLATE 4

Uppee Blackng tea Ths ndusey was deseloped by By uh 2 taf and enterpr se and 1
Inked w h he Englsh nsuonal teads ok ng habt Assam Ceylon and the NIpirs are cen er
for th's type of plantat on culture tn India.

Lower Bahng Ghat The ntual of bahng 1s mportant n H ndu worst p and 15 s milsr 1
our ceremony of baptism by total mmers on
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tuns and sloping down tow 21 the Hindustan Plam, and (3) Penunsulae

1a proper.
Im”\‘laxf m];snl tegions around the Plateau proper include (a) the Guyars
regon dry ot moderately dry and hfly 1n spots; (b) the West C‘ms‘k
region, 2 natrow coastal plaw and the slopes of the Westera Ghats, whuich
15 very wet and bealy forested, opening to the eastward by the famous
Palaghat Gap, {c) the Tamulnad ot Tamml ares, a very broad cosstal plan
with a hully mfand part, moderately wet with fam 10 October, Nosember,
and Decerrber, and {d) the Northera Cisaass, 3 regron whch mcludes
Oussa and 15 2 typical coastal plan of the Tropics, moderately wet 1
chacacter

The regions north of the Satpura Mountans inciude (2) the That o
Great Induan Desert, (b) the Rajput Upland region which 1s moderately
dry to very dry, hully and sloping upward from the Thar and Punjab plans
toward the Satpura Range, and (¢) the Central India Toreland or Plateau,
a dry area sloping upward from the Ganges Plun to the Central India
Highlands

Perunsufat Tndsa proper includes (1) the Deccan or hugh southern part
of the Plateau—dry somenhat barren, and thinly populated, (b) the
Decean {ava reguon or the northwestern past of the Plateau dey but sth
fertile black sail, fitted for growang cotton and populated to 2 moderate
density, (c) the Northeast Plateau, a complex tegion with five subdwisions
samely (1) Centisl Indian Haghlands, (2') Chota Nagpur Platean, {¥')
Eastern Ghats, (4') Chhatisgarh Plain or Mahanadi Valley and (5') the
Godavan Valley The grester part of the population of these areas 15
PN -

e

Belote leaving the subject of the topography of Indss proper it nught
be worth while to point out that the plains of the Indogangetic segion
and the fow niver valleys ate favorste toutes for the Indun ralroxds and
highways  The great Grand Trunh Road, running from Peshawar 1o
Calcutta, 1s famous 0 British Indian Tustory  The railroads of India differ
widely i gages and all differ from the standaed gage of the Unuted States
{4 feet 83 inches)  The two broader £3ges 0 Indiz are 5 feet 6 nches

a0d 3 feet 33 inches (the meter £3ge) respectnel,

83ges are 2 feet 6 taches and 2 feet. r:sptm\:ls.c:’nd :;e :s:: f:‘;o:;’:‘:;
Bl tadroads Nearly half the total of the Indian caddroad muleage, o
about 41,000 mules, 15 broad gage The raslroads are tmportant l%c‘tor:
1 the modern commungling of castes i Indwa and help hold Brtigh Tndia
togethet 10 2 way which was not possible during the Pprevious !ndu‘n



PLATE S
Upper  Punapal street in Jupur Rajputana The Maharapah or ruler who founded Jatpur tried
out vanous colos schemes on the walls of the atys houses and finally deaded to nnt the entire
town a raspherry pink
Lower A station on the railway at Palasa :in Madras  The railway has been a most smportant
factor 4n the economic development of India  In addition it has hel; to reunite castes and bring
together men of many different castes  (Photograph by Deane Dickason frem Fwing Galloway )
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nd from

the sescoast from salt likes and pits 0 Rajputana 2
me2 sa the rock salt deposits of the St Range the Pungb !]ucLit
?re made from clays 1 the alluvial areas espectally about Dethe Burnf
Lumestone 15 2 source of butding and road stones 10 the sedumentary 2seas

CUMATE

The Troptc of Caaces crasses India almost halfway betwecn 1ts nonhtlm
2nQ southeramost pounts and neasky marks the divisson betw een Perunsular
Tadis and the Tndogangetic Plun. The reslt 15 that the whole of the
Indun Platesu 15 wathin the Teapies whule the Indogangenc Plan fies
suiside the Tropics but ear encugh to be greatly tfuenced by solat
radiation ta the sumamer  Oning to the dispositron of mountun fanges
seaccast and wand duections, the Todagaagetic ases parncpates w the
teopical beat to a far geeater extent than might be expected from s
Lttude

The monsoon winds e sewsonal ;i monements blosing alpernately
from the southwest and the portheast The southwest monspon reaches
the coasts and regions anland dusng the penod from May to Octabes
2nd brings ran ta the parched sods It 1s in fact the munstay of the
water supply for crops ta sbout five sixths of Indiz. The northeast mon
soon which blowns dunag the remander of the year bnngs smn only
to the southeast of the Perunsula and to notthern Ceylon When the
monsoons f2] crops ate not obtataed a0d farmpe ensues When they
sesult 1 doudbursts and foods crops ate agan rumed and the devasta
non 15 Mhely to celmunate m famune

The region of the uppec Ganges 20d 2agters Punab belongs to the
homsd subtropical type of dumate, 3t 15 chatacterszed by warm summers
and muld wraters The character of the Indus Valley ranges from 2 dry
teopstal and subtrapical desert 1a the lowet valley to & somewhat fess dry
tropreat and sobtropacal steppe 1 the upper Indus  Charactensstie also of
the Western Ghats are the rather dry tropical 20d subtropical steppes ot
short grass fand  The rest of the ptatesu 1s matsly of 5 a1y monst teopacal

savansa gype of chmate with parklike landscape of grassland interspersed
with teees The west coast from Bomba

Y southward 15 2 fegion of steady
tropreal rmpfall sinddar to that of the Amazon the Congo or the East

lodes A sumdss tropreal rumy chimate and corres;
nd
found in Jower Ceplon and eastern Benga) oncng tan forest

VEGETATION

The coasts of India ase 1n many plices cloth
ed by tda) forests of
grone teees 2 foen of sepetation, Tequnng that its 100ts be con e:oedn‘::’:h
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empices  The cconomic importance of the Indan rarlroads places that
county decades ahead of China

Off the southern tip of India lies the 1sland of Ceylon, 3 scparate colony
which, although physiographically complex, may be divided 1ato theee
major arcas  (a) the Central Hills consisting of old, hard rocks and re
ceving a good ranfall, (b) the Coastal Plain of the south, flat wih
equable temperatures but vanable rainfall, and (c) the Northern Lime
stone Plain which ss flat, dry, and possessed of poor soils  In general
Ceylon, exposed to bath the southwest and the northeast monsoons has a
fairly heavy ramnfalt

GEOLOGY

The alluvium of the Indogangetic Plain 1s a natural soil formed by the
mixture of many kinds of crumbled roch  There are hard imestone pieces
1 the generally soft alluvum called kankar which are used for building
roads In the main this 1s a major area of fertile soils 1n Indsa and the sea
of its most marhed population concentration

The Indun Plateau 1s manly formed of metamorphic and crystalline
tochs, together with some gramtes, other igneous rocks and sandstone
Around the edge of the plateau are some old sedimentary rocks which are
mportant basins or troughs carrying coal scams  There are also enotmous
sheets of {ava in the northsestern Deccan which are spohen of as the
Deccan Trap  These lavas form the basis of the dark and fertile sotl known
as blach cotton soil

The saluable ores of gold, silser,® tin copper, lead 2inc and occasion
ally tron occur tn connection with cracks tn the crystalline focks  The
Kolar Goldfields in Mysore are well known  Manganese 15 extracted
the Central Provinces, Madras and Ornssa  Chromiute occurs i Madras
Mysore, and Bthar  Copper s extracted 1n the Singhbhum area of Bihar
Iron ore 1s worhed mn many parts of Indis, but large first class smelters
exist tn Tatanagar and Jamshedpur 1n the Chota Nagpur Platcau and 1n
Mysate  Pamutue ore nathung elsenhere in India tnvolves smelting by
charcoal obtained from nearby forests Mica s found in Bengal and
Madsas  Oil has been found n the newer sedimentary rocks  the Punysb
neat Attock and at Digbot m Assam  Coal occurs at the edge of the
Chota Nagpur Plateau n the Jharta and Ranigan) fields (n the Godavan
Valley, and at Daltongany in Bihar* Salt 1s obtaned from evaporating

_—
1 The tendency of the Indin peasant 1o bosrd silver 16 hard times 13 a rec gruzed
economic problem  Gold ss not hoarded
2 Explostation of coal has been prmanly by Turopesn capial f e 0 and s el
by Indian capital
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greatest commercial crop of the Deccan and finds its majos w\\fnsl :\thl\\c
seaports of Bombay and Madns, 3s rofe 2s 3 pumary sousce of dothing
for Indn tan hardly be overestumated  Jute 15 grown extensnely 1n the
lawet Ganges Valley and 1s the sousce of our butlap sacks *

Most of the cultnated areas 1 India depend upon imgation to sup
plement the rainfall The mvers and plans of northern 1ndia are peculitly
fited for the development of great systems of canal wngation berause
the snow fed streams prowide 2 never fuling source of water On the
lowet Todus canals are lled only when the mver 15 1 flood On the
Pen nsula setrgation canals have been constructed at the deltas of the
racous rvers such as the Mahanady Godavan hastna and Cawvery “The
snterior of the Pemmsula depends for us rerigation chefly upon asbficral
Basms called tanks which 2re flled dunng the seasonal floads  Later the
stored watet 1s fet out into the fields as needed dunng the dry perods by
means of a network of canals

In areas where the ramfall 1s over 80 inches 2 year and where owing,
10 the hilly or beoken nature of the ground cdeanng for rice cultivation
has not taken place forests of many larpe trees wath very hard wood are
to be found  These ate spohen of as evergreen forests and are Jocsted 12
the Western Ghats slopes the wetter Himalayan slopes night up to 5 000
feet the hulls of Assam, and the hrgher areas of Ceplon  The wood of
these farests 15 chuefly used for fuel

A geeat pant of the Decran plateaus m the south of India and the
loner slapes of the Himafavan mountam wall are clothed with monsoon
forests In these areas the ranfall 15 more than 40 inches but Jess thin
86 inches per year and the forests become very dry dupine tha bt o
v

5 _» Uiy raugble and ate consequently eeserved (ot gavers
ment wse Teah gro1s m these focests afong the western parts of the
Peninsula and the barboo grows everywhere The valusble saf tree Brows
in these forewts along the lower slopes of the Himalayas and 10 the north
cst of the platean  The deeaded Terst of smpenetrable band of forest
land stretchng for hundreds of msles along the Himafayan foothulls 15 &
monsoan forest  Uapleassnt accounts are rendered of the guant feeches
malar at mosquitoes and \oracous tigers that populate the Terar

I ateas where the sanfal) 1s Yess than 40 inches per year occur the

sscanng ot scrub forests I these prowths the seattered trees are mosth
—_—
Iy

b8 ares are owned by Ind ans
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salt water at every high tide  In the muddy flats of the Ganges Delta aleng
the Bengalese seaboard are the Sundatbans  the best example of this type of
plant association 1n India

Most of the Indogangetic Plain and the eastern and western cosstlands
constitute the cltnated areas of India In addition parts of the fertile
plateau n the northern sections of the Western Ghats must be added to
this category  Rice 1s the cultnated staple of the cast and west coasts and
of the lower Ganges Valley  Wheat and allied cereals are the staples of
the rest of the Indogangetic Plain and of the culinated nland plateau
areas  Several species of palms are found 1 conjunction with most of
the lowland cultnated areas The coconut palm occurs along the well
watered sandy coasts as well as m parts of the nterior, and s the source
of copra and coir  The palmyra palm 1s chiefly of value as a source of
toddy, which 15 the sap drawn from the flower stalk and somewhat fer
mented The areca palm cultnated 1n Bengal and elsewhere yields a nut
which ts chened all over the Fac East along with the leaf of the betel or
pepper vine A species of date palm found particulatly n Bengal ss one of
the chief sources of jaggery or natise sugar  The true date palm flourishes
only in the dry hot chimate of Sind  The wood of all the palms is used for
buldings and the leaves make excellent thatch

Vanous supplementary food crops grown m the cultnated areas are
mullets cholum ot jowar cumbu or bajra and ragi Thesc are staples for
the poorer classes Peas and batley senve to supplement these crops and
vanous vegetables such as the swectpotato and the eggplant are grown
On the plamns tropical frusts—bansnas and mangoes oranges and himes
as well as other items—are rarsed  On the platcaus and hills flourssh
Eutopean and American fruits such 2s apples pears plums sad straw
bernes

Oul seeds 1n several saneties are cultnated and of these the most 1m
portaat are hinsced rapesced sesame cottonseed mustard seed castor sced
and groundnuts Ol cahe a food for cattle 1s made from the dry residue
of the seeds after the oil has been extracted

Tea growing 1s a major European owned industry in the Assam forests
and coffee 1s grown 1n the Mysore area Spices (ginger pepper and an
namon) are raised over large parts of Indua (for food seasoning purposcs
and betel chewing) but more pamticulacly on the Malabar Coast and
Ceylon In catlier days there cuasted a trade between India and the dpre
tstands of the Eist Indies from whih sull more distincne products of
this type (cloves and nutmeg) were obtaned  Opum 15 grown under
government license i parts of Indiz as well as In dhan hemp from which
hashish of our own more famihar maryuany are obtaned  Corton 1s the
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sheoughout the enwre length of the Humalagas at herghts of over 5,000
feet The wild dog, which hunts 18 packs, 1§ found 10 the forests of
Asam The wild clephant dwells m the forests of castern Bengal 2nd
Assam, 15 Ceplon, and to 2 Jesser extent n the Pemngula The lage one
hored thinoceros lives 10 the north Indix alfusanl plan, whule from
Assam south to the Malay Pemnsula e the tno-harned thinoceros
Gaur axe et with 18 the hull jungles of south India, 20d the wild buffalo
i Assamn Mombeys bound n the forests as do aiso several species of
deer The leopard lurks m the canebrahes along the Ganges

The open grasslsnds and semudesest ateas have there charactenistic an
rrnts such 2s the cheetah ot hunting leopard of the Deccan, the wolf and
hyens, the jackal, w114 hog, the antclope of the coastal flars i Gupasat
and Onissa, and the wild 255 of Sid and Catch (Kash)  On the tugher
hubls ate 1o be found the bey, wild sheep, and wild godts.

The fotests 2 are nowble for thewe bieds, which ate on the whole
more esteemed for their plomage than for ther songs Many kinds of
parrots abownd, and there ase talking starlings ot mynas, peacochs, phess
ants and the wifd jungfe fowl from Which our domestic poultry of the
west ate sud to have been denved

The religrously sacred cobra 15 pethaps the most notable of Indias
wureesous snakes which ocaut both on land and 1n water  The bluat-nosed
crorodife infests snampy nvers and bacdkwaters The sers aze well sup-
phed with fish of many vaneties as are also the tanks  The mahseer or
fndian trout found 10 the hull streams, grows to a great size The halsy,
or Indran shad abounds in the streams of the Ganges Delta  Salt water
\ﬁ;?“zrf &rﬁ:m a‘u(o:t the coasts and furush a source of livelthood for
or wyhlte Anlts ;hosc d?::::;\":fm‘:i’ox\?ﬁx s
too well known. In addition the locust fre ue::l mn;r;dhbm\; i woly
and vegetation of 31) kands ety avoc an coops

Domestic anuenals are promment 10 the cultrvat
Asses and mules, most nm:emus w the Punyab, a‘z: :i;}‘:r l:: m”: ! : o
w bidly distucts Harses and poates also concentrate 1o kh:m)zu mzbSPo:;
are alo numerous 1 the United Provinces and the Central Pnl e
The gagal or Indizn cattle abound throughout the 2 “mxmn:vmces
and possess dssease reststant quabines which led to ﬂfm o

o the Unted Sta'es for crass breeding with the native tl:{ortmun
M ™ORN pumerous w Madras 20d the Punpab, o hil N Sheep
abundant wn the Usuted Provinces and next T e s e ot
and Madras The camel 15 comeroner thia mf;ﬁ:ir:uss. lg the Punish
found 10 great use 1n the Pungsb and the Nocthwest anm: P::}nl:ea‘m
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armed wrh spires or thoms which prever® ther beng earen by amrls
Smull thorry trees of this sot male up a2 thomn fores  Frequently the
plarts become mere bushes and are fo.nd scattered far apart. This type of
dry regon 15 simulzr to the s;vannas of Afnca i which grass covers most
of the area between shrubs  One of the trees in this type of vegetstion,
hnown in Indiz 2s the “dhal, furnishes a yellow dye, but mose are of
Tirtle economic salue Much of casern Ragputana and Mpysore 55 covered
with vegetzt:07 of this sort

Reg10as of India recerving less than 30 inches of ranfall per year ave
unforested and incultrvated  These are deserts or semideserts grass
lands such as occur 1n western Rajputana and west of the Indes Rnver
The few plants are provided wath thick Peshy stems or leaves and loag
roors which reach downward in*o the ground for mossture  Patches of tru-
grassland occur 10 hlly regions betaeen mronsoon forests The chisf use
of these areas 1s for pasturage

The only other vegetatsonal types found n India are th~ mountain forests
and alpine florx of the high Himalayas above $000 feet These vpland
forests are ike those of th Temperate Zone, with some comfers and broad
leaved trees such as oiks  Some tall trees with needle shapsd lenves con
stitu'e comferous or pine forests 1n these areas On the very highest slop~s
areas of alpine shrubs and short grasses mesge ir°o rocks 2nd snowy was'es
2t about 18 000 feet

Th~ fo-est products of Indu are tmportar* for building houses ships
and other rerss of arpentsy  Frrewood 18 provided by the poorer trees
su h as th» rungroves and evergreens aad smaller trees Lac the s kky
substance that forms the basts of shellac, 1s produced by nsects Ining 01
fores* trees 10 th= northeast of the plateay and 1< collected by forest tribes
Wild sk from the tussah moth s also collacted 1 the forested areas
Timbes 15 cu* 10 the dry scason 2nd dragged by clephart or bufialo to
senall stream beds  These logs are foated 1n the wet season to nsers and
{orr~d 1r+0 rafts which are comverred 2 sawrulls 1000 planks It 5.1
pottart to noe that 1 gereral the forests are found in hlly regons and
this 15 helpful in traang the disrniburion and habets of the Iull trbes or
pa—rve follo

ANIMALS

"ild anurls abouad 1 the thick forests of th= hull courrry and an the
tess densely poprlited areas Typical of the fo est 2rc the tiger lropa+d
stoth bear o~ Irdian bear, ard other carrsvores The tizer speenxhz=s
hzurting the jengles of the S.rdabans the Tewar th~ fores's of cereral
India, 2nd the Wes'ern Gha's Th- Hirmalipan o Tiber2a s bear s1mg~s



WOA—GILBERT 1

e entire kngth of the Himalyas at hesghts of over 5,000
([!:ug’i;‘l:l vb:ld don, “hf:: hunts n packs, 15 found 10 the forests ug
Assam  The wild elephant duells 10 the forests of eastern Bengal an
Assatn, 10 Ceglon, and to 2 lesser extent n the Peninsala The large one
horned rhunoceros hives 19 the notth Tada allavial plan, while from
Assam souths to the Malay Peptsuls ocours the twohorned thinoceros
Gau ate met with m the hil jungles of south Tndsa, and the witd buffalo
i Assam. Monkeys abound 1n the forests 25 do also several speces of
deer The leopatd lurks 1n the cancbrakes along the Ganges

The open grasstands and semidesert aress have thes chandtensue ant
smats such as the theetsh ot hunting leopard of the Deccan, the wolf and
hyena the yackal wild hog, the antelope of the coastal flars 10 Guarat
and Onssa, and the wild ass of Sind and Cutch (Kach)  On the hugher
Tulls are to be found the ibex, wild sheep, and wild goats.

The fotests agan are notable for ther burds, wluch are on the whole
more esteemed for their plumsge than for their songs  Many %ands of
parsots 2bound, and there ate talking stathings of mynas, peacocks, pheas
ants and the wild yongle fosl from whuch our domestic poultry of the
west ate sad to have been denved

The teligiously sacred cobra 15 pechaps the most notable of India's
aumeraus sazhes which ocoae both on fand and 1n water  The bluny nosed
crocodile mfests snampy mivers and bacdkmaters ‘The mvers are well sup
plied with fish of many vatieties, 28 ate also the tanks The mahseer o1
Indian trowt found sn the bl streams, grows to 2 great size The hdsz,
or indan shad abounds 1 the streams of the Ganges Delts  Salt water
fish are abundant about the coasts and furmsh 2 source of Inelshood for
many thousands  OF destructive tasects, the most notable are the tesmtes

or shite ants whese destrucnon of wooden structures and books 15 only
too well known Tn addition the locust frequently wreaks havoc on crops
and vegetation of all kinds

Domestic 2mmals are prominent 1n the cultivated ang pastosal areas
Asses and mules, most Aumerous 1 the Punjab, are used for army transport
n hilly dstnrts Horses 2ad pontes also concenteate 31y the Punab and

are also numerous tn the United Provintes and the €,

The gayal or Indman cattle zbound throughout the :;;:Z;‘k\f:a‘;w::;
and possess disease resistint qualities whick led to thes importalion
0t the United States for ceoss beeeding wth the Rigve sto(kPu Shee;
3¢ MOt pumtrous 1n Madras angd the Punpb, white goats are moft
and Madeas The camel 15 commoner
{ound 1n great use 1n the Punyab and
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armed with spines or thorns which prevent their being eaten by amimals
Small thorny trees of this sort make up a thorn forest Frequently the
plants become mere bushes and are found scattered far apart This type of
dry region 1s sumilar to the savannas of Africa in which grass covers most
of the area between shrubs One of the trees 1n this type of vegetation,
known n India as the “dhak, * furmshes a yellow dye, but most are of
Little economic value Much of eastern Rajputana and Mysore ts covered
with vegetation of this sort

Regrons of India recerving less than 30 inches of ramfall per year are
unforested and uncultivated ‘These are deserts or semudeserts, grass
lands such as occur 1n western Rajputana and west of the Indus River
The few plants are provided with thick fleshy stems or leaves and long
roots which reach downward 1nto the ground for mosstute  Patches of true
grassland occur mn Iully regions between monsoon forests The chief use
of these areas 1s for pasturage

The only other vegetational types found 1 India are the mountain forests
and alpine flora of the high Himalayas above 5,000 feet These upland
forests are like those of the Temperate Zone, with some comfers and broad
leaved trees such as oaks Some tall trees with needle shaped leaves con
stitute coniferous or pine forests 1n these areas  On the very highest slopes
areas of alpine shrubs and short grasses merge into rocks and snowy wastes
at about 18,000 feet

The forest products of India are important for building houses, ships
and other stems of catpentry Firewood s provided by the pooter trees
such as the mangroves and evergreens and smaller trees Lac, the sticky
substance that forms the basis of shellac, 1s produced by insects living on
forest trees 1n the northeast of the plateau and 1s collected by forest tribes
Wild stlh from the tussah moth s also collected n the forested areas
Tunber 15 cut 1n the dry season and dragged by elephant or buffalo to
small stream beds These logs are floated 1n the wet season to rivers and
formed 1nto rafts which are converted at sawmuills nto planks It 1s 1m
portant to note that, w general, the forests are found in hully regions and
this 15 helpful 1n tracing the distbution and habuts of the hill tnbes or
primitive folk

ANIMALS

Wild ammals abound 1n the thick forests of the hill country and 1n the
less densely populated areas Typical of the forest are the tiger, leopard
sloth bear or Indian bear, and other carnivores  The tiger specializes in
haunting the jungles of the Sundarbans, the Teray, the forests of central
India, and the Western Ghats  The Himalayan or Tibetan sun bear ranges
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The ox and the sheep supplement each other The 25 million sheep
range mainly 1n the dryer areas of the south and west on grassland ot
waste on which cattle cannot subsist  Goats also feed on the poorer grasses
or shrubs In the wet areas of Bengal the buffalo 15 used for rice field
plowing  Bullock and buffalo carts are employed to carry field crops to
market There are less than 2 mullion horses or pontes 1n the entie
area of Indwa as compared with 30 million buffalo and perhaps 145
million oxen

NATURAL REGIONS

The geographic areas within India which are of ethnic significance can
be divided 1nto two groups, namely, the lowlands and the uplands The
lowland areas include Sind, Punjab, United Provinces, Bihar, Bengal,
Assam, Onssa, Telingana, Tamilnad, Malabar, and Gujacat The highland
areas include Kashmir, Nepal Rajputana, Central India, Central Prov
inces, Hyderabad, Maharashtra, and Mjysore

Sind 1s a flat, barren area entirely dependent upon the Indus Rner
for 1ts existence  Only the land within immediate reach of the river and
its tributartes 15 irnigated  Punjab consists of a senies of parallel mver
valleys which are tributaries of the Indus The flat plain eastward, vaguely
dusible into the area of the Ganges (Oudh) and that of its tributary, the
Jumna (Agra), 1s not greatly different from the Punjab Bihar consists
prmanly of the north and south banks of the middle course of the
Ganges The flat delta of the Ganges and the Brahmputra forms the plan
of Bengal, and farther eastward the natrow valley of the Brahmaputra
constitutes the basic terntory for Assam  To the southwest of Bengal
1s the valley of the Mahanadi River which together with the adjoining
coastlands forms the ternitory of Orissa  The coastal areas of the Northern
Circars and the valleys of the Kistna and Godavant Rivers form the atea
of Telingana or Aundhra, now divided politically between Madras and
Hyderabad Still farther south the costal plamn, including the Cauvery,
Penner, Palar, and Valgat Rners, forms the territory of the Tamuls or
Tamilnad On the west coast the long narrow stup of lowland 1s spoken
of as Kerala or the Malabar Coast and 15 divided politically ato the south
etn native states of Travancore and Cochun and the British ateas of South
Canara, Malabar, and Brtish Cochin  The essential unty of thes area s
indicated by the distabution of the Malayalam language Finally the nar
row coastal plan northwnard of Goa together “ith the areas about the
Gulf of Cambay and Rann of Cutch—Gujarat, Kathiawar and Cutch—
form a sertes of adjorning lowland areas

The highland areas of India include, first, the vale of Kashmrr, 1 bisin
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MAYERIAL CULTURE

g of Jadi his, from tme wmmemonal, been made prt
m?r:; ?:::‘ rﬁuon. alvhough Sk, wool, and ather matersals hzv; alyo
teen employed. The tendency to wse wrap around clothes 18 charac
teqstic, and the female san, a rypm;l example, consists metely of 3
sestangulae prece of cloth draped about the Bgure and oves e hrad
becormng fadtwon Castes, sedts, 204 other unuts are disungonshed by
the style, cofor, and matenals of thet clothing 1o Bombiy the type
of turban has been particulagly symbalic of one’s caste The bavic atticle
of dothng for men 15 the lomdoth {dhotry which consututes the sole
atucle of appared of south Tnduan laboress when they ate at wock. The
sheet of cumbls snd the coarse blacket are used to supplement the loa
cloth Trousers (pajamas), jackets, costs, and vests, skull caps, and wasst
bands or sashes are characiensuc of Mushins 1o Indw. Forest tnbes
formecle xore fmaf mavmante andt B3 N

N .
sut, tresdcioth {Bombay), breast covering (Bombay), long rtbe, and
the sumplfied widow s attre  The lower castes i southern lodis wete
formerly testucted by custom from weanng garments above the wanst
Clothung vartes by cimate, and 1n the coolet northwest more nse 15 made
of woolen matenals  Shoes, Shppers and sandals ate nom as Sotgear

The fouse types of the village are commonly four walls of mud wth
an eacthen foor and a roof of grass, and the Fusnitare 15 scant by
wostern standards  The type of house 15 devendent Targely upon the
v - ¢ la the snless

. - o e roofs are
w o w oo Sping 1 Maharashtea the roofs ate flat and boyses are

buddled topether, surrounded by 3 wall with & Cental ghatet ot fort
In Hindustan clay or unburat bucks predominate as house matenials,
although doorwaps aod window frames are of wood Roofs ace occa

swonally of dhay hie In Bengal the coltage of <ane ar bamboo walls
st yo caned 2od thatched soof predomunates Tn Telingana the
houses are built of adhesve etk or cay w a2 fectangular or squate
pattern, The walls e smeared with red ek, and there are per
pendicular bands of sldked lune The prramidal 109f 1s made of palmyta
feares or of grass In the Narthera Curcars neatby, the houscsp myof
mud or botk wak tded of thatched roofs 4 geble 15 constented of
jngle wood of bumboo  Near the mouth of the Kystna Ruver, arrcular
wails of adheswve ¢anth are used 1 house badding I the Ce‘d d D:

fricts, the howses are stonewwalled with flat 1oofs of shabs, end :hue‘:s
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Neoltthic remains are separated by a wide gap from the paleolithic
relics 1n observed sites  Ground and smoothly polished smplements, such
as celts, are charactenstic. There are also chusels, adzes, mace heads,
arrowheads, cores, and scrapess  Dark colored trap rock was preferred
as matenal for tools, but chert, agate, chalcedony, and rock crystal were
also employed Pygmy flints are widespread 1n neolithic finds

Implements of copper have been found over a wide area from Bengal
to Baluchistan, but bronze smplements are scarce In southern India and
Ceylon the Stone Age seems to have passed directly mto the Iron Age
Copper celts, swords, harpoons, chisels, and speatheads have been found
In the hdlls of Chota Nagpur and s Kathtawar, primstive copper workings
have been discovered

In 1922 the remains of the Indus avilization began to be uncovered
i the valley of that name The culture of the people 1n this period
shows affimties with the Sumerian It was based on bronze tools, and
1 the construction of houses and other buildings a remarkable standard
of sanitation seems to have been attamned Pottery made on the wheel
was plentiful

The Iron Age in India has been associated with the histonic Vedic
peniod 1 the north and with the Dravidians 1n the south Archeological
remans 1n the form of architectural structures demonstrate the exstence
of definite periods of culture deselopment within historic imes  Dressed
stone work was introduced ato India at the time of Asoka (250 BC?)
dunng the Buddhist perrod and shows Greek influence During the
Sunga period (18070 BC) the famous rathings of Bharhut, Buddh
Gaya, and Sancht were constructed Rock cut temples with chaityas or
chapels and viharas or monasteries were built, the latter resembling the
Christian bastlicas Notable examples occur at Ajanta, Ellora, Nasik, and
Karlt Dunng the Gupta period in the fourth century A D, three major
styles of architecture emerged, the Indo Aryan of Hindustan, the south
etn or Dravidian, and the intermediate or Chalukyan The Indo-Aryan
style possessed a curvifinear steeple nising above a square sanctuary  The
Jain temples bult 10 this style make a fine use of column and lintel
The southern style 1s charactenzed by a pyramidal tower msing story
upon story 10 honizontal bands and crowned by a domical roof The
Chalukyan style combines 2 low pyramid form remuniscent of the south
with the perpendicular lines of the north

From about AD 1200 a new form of architecture, consisting of domes
and ponted arches, appears with the coming of the Mushms The Ta)
Mzha! and Humayun’s tomb stand as monuments to this development
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ume smmemorul, been made pn
The dothing of lndis has, from \ole and sther matemaly bave also
manly fom cotton althongh sitk, wool,  dothes 15 charc
been empiojed  The teadengy to wse wrip around doi e
teostye, and the female sam, 2 typrcal example, consists e ‘zﬁ !;
cectangular prece of cloth draped gbout the figure and over the " [‘,“
becomng fasfuon. Castes, sects, ond other umits are dlSl‘ng““sh: ¥
the style, color and marenals of thew dmhu:g 1 Bombay the type
of turban has been particularly symbohic of one's caste ‘The basic ammcle
of clotbuog, for men 1 the lomcloth (dhoti} which constitutes the sole
asticle of apparet of south Todun haborers when they ace at watk The
sheet of cuobls and the coatse blanket are used to supplement the Jomn
loth  Trousers {puyamas), jackets, costs, 20d vests, skull caps, and waut
binds of suhes a1¢ chatactense of Mushos sn India Forest tubes
formetly wore leaf garments, and hddren up 10 3 or 4 years of sge may
weat no clothing at all, European clothing 1s now frequent 1 the ates
The basse gatments of women ate the bodice of chol, the petticoat
sitt hesddoth {Bombay) breast covernng (Bombay), long robe, and
the simphified widow s atare The lower castes wn southetn India were
formerly costocted by custom from weanng parments above the wawst
Clothing vanes by chimate and in the cooler nonhmest mote use 15 made
of woolen matenals Shoes shippers and sandals ate nom as foorgear
The bouse types of the villspe are commonly fout walls of mud with
an eatthen foor and a soof of grass, snd the formtare 15 scaot by
weqern standards The type of house 15 dependent largely upon the
lacal materuals avalable for construction and the chimate  In the rainless
Punyab toofs ase of wud 20 Sat, whde 1n ramy Bengal the 1oofs are
thached and sloping  1n Maharashtra the soofs are fat and hauses ace
huddled together, surrounded by 2 wall with 2 cential gharn or fort
fn Hindustan cly or ugburar becks predomsoste as howse matenals
slthough doorways and window frames are of wood  Rogls are ocea
sonally of clay ule In Bengal the cottage of cane of bamboo walls
*ith tnm cuned and thatched roof predorunates  In Tehngana the
houses are budt of adheswe earth o clay m 2 rectangular ot square
putem The walls are smesred with red earth, and there are per
pendsctiar bands of slaked hive  The ppramsdsl 1oof 15 made of palmyea
Teaves of of grass In the Nosthern Cureast ararlyy, i Toows ar y
v e ot
Mud ot bruck wuth tiled of thatthed roofs A gable 15 consteucted of
tongle wood or bamboo  Near the mouth of the Kistns Ruver, exccuf
Ralls of adhewive eatth are wsed 1n hause building Tn the C;dtdc;:
tndts the housts ate stone walled with fist 1oofs of slabs, and there 15
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Neolithic remains are separated by a wide gap from the paleolthie
relics i observed sites Ground and smoothly polished implements, such
as celts, are charactenstic There are also chisels, adzes, mace heads,
arrowheads, cores, and scrapers  Dark colored trap rock was preferred
as matenal for tools, but chert, agate, chalcedony, and rock crystal were
also employed Pygmy flints are widespread n neohthic finds

Implements of copper have been found over a wide atea from Bengal
to Baluchistan, but bronze implements are scarce In southern India and
Ceylon the Stone Age seems to have passed directly into the Iron Age
Copper celts, swords, harpoons, chisels, and spearheads have been found
In the hills of Chota Nagpur and 1n Kathiawar, primitive copper workings
have been discovered

In 1922 the remans of the Indus avilization began to be uncovered
in the valley of that name The cultute of the people 1n this period
shows affimties with the Sumenan It was based on bronze tooks, and
mn the construction of houses and other buildings 2 remarkable standard
of sanitation seems to have been attaned Pottery made on the wheel
was plentiful

The Iron Age in India has been associated with the historic Vedie
period in the north and with the Dravidians in the south Archeological
remains 1n the form of architectural structures demonstrate the existence
of definite periods of culture development within historic times Dressed
stone wotk was ntroduced nto India at the time of Asoka (250 BC?)
duning the Buddhist period and shows Greek influence During the
Sunga period (18070 BC) the famous ratlings of Bharhut, Buddh
Gaya, and Sancht were constructed Rock cut temples with chaityas ot
chapels and viharas or monasteries were built, the latter resembling the
Chrstian bastlicas Notable examples occur at Ajanta, Ellora, Nastk, and
Karl: Durning the Gupta period tn the fourth century A D, three major
styles of architecture emerged, the Indo Atyan of Hindustan, the south
ern or Dravidian, and the intermediate or Chalukyan The Indo-Aryan
style possessed a curvilinear steeple nising above a square sanctuary The
Jain temples built 1n this style make a fine use of column and lintel
The southern style 1s charactenized by a pyramidal tower msing story
upon story 1n honzontal bands and crowned by 2 domucal roof The
Chalukyan style combines a low pyramid form remuniscent of the south
with the perpendicular lines of the north

From about AD 1200 a new form of architecture, consisting of domes
and pointed arches, appears with the coming of the Mushims The Ty
Mahal and Humayun's tomb stand as to this devel
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dsbad, silk bandannas at Macshidabad s0d Maldsh sih fabrics i diukic
wesung of colors at Poona s Yeala The maoufacture of soolen Las A
e shawls wis & specalty of Amotsitaa [udfuzna  Brass, copper, an
bell metal work centered w Mash, Poona, Hyderabad  (Deccan),
Vizigapatam, and Tamjore Danascemng for atmor, stuelds, and other
Seapons W35 caenied on m Cutch Sind, and Punjab towas, such as Siathot,
Kotlt and Lahore The towns of Rajputana excelled 10 enamefed jenelty
and stone caning Keshine specabized yn papier maché wotk and Agra n
macble nfay Cotton manufactonng cevtesed 10 Dacca, Masulipatam, and
the Coronandel Coast, as well as m Guprt Mot of thase esafts have
fallen 1nto decay mn the Jast centusy

The p oductian of asteork has often imolsed the sntumate cooperation
of Mashen eraftsmen and Hundu caputabists The farmee otrodaced needle
sork on 2 harge scale wto Inda, and the Punpib darastitch method for
phutian (embrandery) work s attabuted to the Jats

RACIAL TYPES

The pbwnical types of the people of India show 3 wade sange wa afl the
charactensstic features of shin color nose and head form, hait, and statuce
Yet 1n some featutes the range 15 1ery small, a5 19 eye and hait color The
wolor of the skin tanges from the desd black of the Andaman Islandess
or the brighter black of the south India peoples to the svory shn of the
nashimn beauty and the wheat color of the higher castes of upper India
The tatter has been compared wnth the color of mak slightly nunged with
coffer and described as dennical with that of the Spamard ar Ttalan Gount
fess shades of brown. darker ar Lighter tnanspatent o opaque, and fre
quertly tending toward yellow, ase encountered  Rarely a reddish unge or

iy a grayssh black may pe seen Seclusion or amount
of outdoos expoture to the suns rays play 2 great pant affecting the
complesson 3s betaeen the different castes 2ad i terms of ther oceupa
tons  Eye and hair color tend to be dack brown or blad everywhere

Guay eyes appeas 1o the Kondanagth Brahmans of Bombay, 204 pale blue
or gray efes conjoined with dask complexiofls are encousteted on the
Malabar Caast, especially amang the Syusn Chnstns Blue eyes and
auburn hait combined ®ath reddish blond complexson occur on the north
west jzontter The head form rends to be unversally fong excepting on
the westeth coastal aress and an Beagal Nose form vanes I(arzf :
wn the nosthuest to broad sn the south aacnae

Nm catliest wohibuants of lndea ste conjectured to have bese of 1
egma or csygmy Negrord type sumar 6 the Andaman Tslanders and
surviving today un the Kadars and Urakis of the furests i the exrveme
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no central courtyard  In the Karnatic mud walfls and thatching with
grass or palm leaf suffice for a house In the Tamil area there 15 a central
courtyard for free ventilatron and sunshine, and a gently sloping gable
Bricks are occastonally used tn walls, and tiles 1 roofs, espectally n the
north  On the west coast 1n Malabar houses have stecp gables with large
storage fofts and are constructed of wood In Canara above Hutryhur the
back of the house 1s formed by raising a very high wall on shich a long
sloping roof rests In Telingana, as in Maharashtre, houses ate detached
single structures clustered around a gharn In the Himalayas stone and
wood planks may be used 1n house building

Water navigation tn India has given rise to a great varety of boat types
On the Indus are to be found rafts, stuffed shin floats with reeds or straw
nside, nflated shins, barges, and other types Throughout the southetn
coasts of India dugout canoes are used Sometimes a double platform
canoe with 2 floor of boards laid across it makes a larger boat In Cochin
the snake boat 60 feet long, 15 used to navigate the backwaters Outrigger
canoes are used on the Malabar Coast and mn the Nicobars Plank boats
are found on all the seacoasts  On the east coast catamarans ate made from
three logs fastened together Dugout canoes and large flat bottomed boats
are used on the Ganges The paddle, pole, and sail are princspal means of
propulsion  Steam, o1l , and gasole propelled boats are now frequent

Transportation on Jand was until recently by means of the horse, bulloch,
and elephant  Several vaneties of ox and horse drawn vehcles occur
Hindustan  The hackery or garry has two wheels with a high axle and 1
long platform Two bamboo poles join m front and two oxen are yohed
to 1t Wheels may be of stone or solid wood, and a domed roof may be
present 1n the vehicles of the well to do The ehka, a one hotse carriagc
with canopied roof, and the tonga, a two wheeled horse drawn convey
ance with back to bach seats are frequently seen In former times the
palanquin botne on the shoulders of bearers was much used for trasel In
the cittes gasoline truchs, buses, and automobiles are now common as well
as electric street rarlways

The temples and royal coutts of India have been 1n the past centers for
the manufacture of art products In south India where the temple indus
tries were best developed, many varieties of fine goods were turned out
The courts at Lucknow, Tanjore, Dacca, and Benares were centers of finc
handicrafts At Benares copper and brassware and utensils of worship
were manufactured At Dacca fine mushns were produced for court dur
bars In cotton fabrics the following specialties are recorded  Chtzes
in Lucknow, cholis n Ahmadabad, silh bordered cloths in Nagpur and
Unmrer, fabrics at Madura SiIk brocades were made at Benares and Ahma
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tyndanmas 2t Musshidabad and Maldah, sk fabecs in double

iﬁf&;‘t cohors 2t Poooa 20d Yeol, The manofacture of woolen \us‘nd
s shawls %38 3 sproalsy of Ametssc o Ludhuana  Brass, copper, 28
bell kst woth centered w Nasik, Poons, Hyderabad  (Decean),
Vizsgepitam, and Tanjore Damascentng for armor, shoelds, and ethet
weapons WIS caetted aa ta Cutch, Sind, and Punyab towns, such as Sualhot,
Kot a0d Tahore The towns of Rajputana excelled 0 enameled jewelny
30d stone canngy Kashmur speosalized sn papes maché nork and Agra 1
machle @ity Gottan caoufactusing, centered 1a Daces Masalipatam, and
the Covorramdel Cok a8 well as 10 Guyarat Most of these erafts hne
{affen sora decay 1n the last century

The groduction of atwok. bas often wnolved the intimate coopesation
of Musshims craftsmen and Hindu capttalists. “The formes introduced needde
work on 2 large scale 1nto India, and the Punyab damstizch method for
phulban (ewbrodery) wotk i attetbured ta the Jats

RACIAL TYPES

The ghysical tgpes of the people of India show a wide ranee 1p 2l P

won o it sk zatges toom the dead black of the Andemizn banders
ot the knghter black of the south India peoples to the ssory skun of the
Kashaut beauty and the wheat eolor of the hugher castes of upper Tndiz.
The ktter has been compared wath the calor of muik shghtly unged with
coffee and described as sdentical with that of the Spantard ot Italian Count
less shades of brown, darker or lighter, transparent or opaque, and fre
quendly tending toward yellow ase encountered  Rarelp a ceddish finge os
{ly 2 grayssh black may pe seett Sectusion of amount
of outdoor exposure to the suas rays plap 2 great pac 1w affecting the
<omplexion as between the different eastes and 1n terms of thew oczuya
tons Eye and hat color tend to be durk brown or black everywhere
Giay eyes 3ppeas 10 he Konkanasth Brahmans of Batobay, and pate ble
o pray eyet comomed wah dstk complextons ate encountered oa the
Maldpar Coast, espectally among the Sprian Christuns Blye eyes and
aubuen True combined wath reddish blond complexton occur on the porth
‘hcs( {m‘mm “The head form tends (o be ungversafly Jong excepting on
the western cosstal aseas and in Bengal
i the northwest 1o broad 1o the somf pose form vaps rom o
The eahest whabitaats of Jadu are con,

jectuted ta have been of
*o o pypmy Neprod wype similar to che Andaman Isiaaders m;

suwng todap iz the Kadars and Uralis af the foreuts wa the extreme
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southern part of India, who show fnzzly hair and short stature Other
remamns of this race appear n the naccessible forested arcas between
Assam and Burma, where dwarfish stature 1s agan combined with frizely
hair  Farther eastward the type recuts 1n the Malay Peninsulz and 1n the
Philippine Islands At an early period the original Negnito habitants
were displaced or absotbed by a medium statured dark race which most
resembled the present aborgines of Australia aad 1s called, therefore,
Australord  Examples of the type occur from Kashmur to Cape Cormonn
and from Kalat to the Karennt, especally among lower castes and in the
south of India  Some believe this type had its onigin west of India while
the Negrto may have appeared from the cast Pottery may have been
introduced by the Australoid group

As 1t appears today, the Indian Australowd or Proto Australod, 1s sather
short, moderately high headed with strongly marked brow nidges, 2 broad,
short face, the mouth inclined forward, and the nose small and flat with
the alae extended The hair vanes from wavy to curly, and the skin colot 15
a shade of dark chocolate brown approachung black The type predominates
among the abomginal tnbes of central and southern India (1n Chota
Nagpur espeaially), but also enters nto the lower strata everywhere It s
allied to the Veddas 1n Ceylon, the Toalas of Celebes, and the Sakai of the
Malay Pentsula  The Bhuls of the Vindhya Mountains and the Chenchus
of the Fathabad Hills are good representatives

A third element 1n the raaal typology of India 1s a stran stmilar to the
Mediterranean peoples of southern Burope The general charactersstics are
shost stature, long head with high cranial vault, but fantly marked bony
eyebrow nidges, broad, short face with nonprojecting jaws, medum lips,
prormunent nose but with wings moderately spread out and ntermedaate
between broad and natrow nosed types, a shin color varying from light
brown 1n the Telugu Brahman to a dark tawny brown among the Kallan,
dark brown eyes, and black strasght hair inclined occasionally to waviness
and moderately distributed on face and body This element 1s predomnant
in the greater part of the lower stratum of the population n north India,
including the Punjab  Examples of this type ate found 1n the Chuhra and
Chamar of upper Indta and the Iluvas of Cochin This race 1s spoken of
as Dravidian by Rusley and 1s abundant in South India and Ceylon

A fourth racial type 1s generally remuniscent of the Nordic type of
Europe, excepting that the complexton 15 more brunet Its traits include
long headedness, a tall stature, 2 long face, prominent, nartow nose,
usually strarght hasr, with body and head hair well developed, and occa
sional fight eyes or hair Among the Kaffis and the Pathans the skin
color of this type 1s mamly a rosy white tint, and an appreciable pumber
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+ oray blue eyes and chestnuk hiur - Among the Sikhs of the Puajsh
miﬁimu? of the United Provinces the skun color changes to 4
Iight transparent brown, but even here and farther south there 15 a small
propottion of persons having Tight eges and browmsh hur Ths type
seetms to be most abundsot among the hugher castes of notthern India 3nd
15 spoken of a5 Indo-Anyan by Risley 35 ocenrs also i Ceylon

Sull  fifth racal type found 1 1odia may be spohen of 25 Afpioe

dance with 1ts blance to this ponding type n Europe It
15 characterized by medium stature, fattened ocaput, hagh head, and {re
quently receding forehead, short 2nd broad face, a Jong nose which 15 lagh
puched but often arched 2nd convex, and skin color varing from 2 pale
white or hight brown among the Nagat Brshmans to tanny brown among
the Kaarada non Brahans A small percentzge only shows hght epes
and dak brown hasr in place of black Body and head hae are well devel
oped aad the latter 15 wsuslly straight, Good representatives ase found
among the Nagar Brabmans of Guerat, Kayasthas of Bengal, and the
hapnada neo Brahmans  This tepresents Rusleys  Scytho Drawdian
fpe It 15 most abundant i the western coastal area.

10 2dd tion to the five elements just mentioned a sixth racial type enters
1nto the population of the areas borderng Burma and Tibet, the Mon
goliza This type 15 chatactenzed by medum stature longsh to broad
head medwm nose and the typically Mongolaid eyes, hasr, and com
pleion. It as best representad amnan e 4 . ae

From the beginning of
seerms 1o have been oecupie
tong face and narrow pr

find another very powesfu | vuu sare, aiso tong headed but with lower
ctaual waale A type with brosder head and apparently Armenosd in
chatacter came later and 15 found mostly at Harappa  The distnbution

of the broad headed races today 15 manly tn 2ress which would seam sa
tndicate enteance 1ot =

The broad headed ty =
:;;g:\c: now thou " - wewenen of the Alpine type from

TEMPERAMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS
. Cémm shated trauts common to the Yndsan Peopies have been mentioned
Cym uropean obsetvers  Among these trarts the following may be noted
o stnfmsm and worship of precedent or custom 2 low estimate of the
:{ ue of time which Jeads to uapunctuality and ifinste patience, 2 Jov,
12t or socal esteem Teading to an ntense Jealousy :egardm’g socx:l
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stationt and precedence, an excess of politeness which results in flattery
rather than enligh , 2 develop of relig to an
unusual degree and 2 highly characteristic other worldhiness, speech 1n
arcumlocution and by subtlety rather than directly and to the pomt, a
tendency to emphasize gratuities, c and other such sources of
income, 2 tendency toward Lachcha or slipshod methods of domg things
rather than pukha or thorough procedures, a dressing up of reports and
tnspection to sutt the humors of superiors, credulity 2ad susceptibrity to
superstitions and rumors which leads to ready violence and to belief
luck, muracles, dwination, and special revelations, fear of responstbuity
or taking of inmative, babwsm or impracticabihity i general which feads
to a speculative cast of mind with an emphasis on fantasy and day dream
1ng, an eloquence or easy flow or words which results 1n an intense mterest
ta lawsuits and the arguments advanced theremn, strong devotion to family,
and unusual kindness and hospitality to strangers

The charactenistic gentus of the Indian peoples 15 to be found in their
superb achievements in the sciences of the tmind such as psychology, lan
guage, metaphysics and mathematics as well as 1n the exact scrences such
as physics and chemstey  The demonstrated mental abilitses of the Brah
mans and other Indian castes both past and present whether oryginating
through ntensise nbreeding or other causes, can be smd without exag
geration to rank the Indwun intellectual elite alongside that of Classic
Greece and Renarssance Italy

The gracefulness and almost ferminine porse of motion in Indians 1s
notable Both dancers and acrobats perform quite incredible feats of
suppleness  The Induan hand has been described as the most remarhable
of any within the human race so unusual are 1ts capaaties for movement
and for the fabnicatron of the finest of handicraft products The chamac
tenistic gesture for indicating assent a gentle nodding of the head from
side to side, seems strange to us westerners

POPULATION, HEALTH AND NUTRITION

Information on the population of Indta 1s obtained chiefly by means of
the decenmal census Data on sex, age, religion mantal condition, educa
tson, language, birthplace caste of race, and certain nfirmuties ate col
lected for every person n India

During Jaquacy and February of the censvs year all India 15 diwided up
Lato blocks containtng 30 to 50 houses with an enumerator 1 charge of
each block  In 1901, for wstance there were 1,325,000 enumerators A
s placed over every 10 ot 15 enumerators and 2 total of

SUPECVISOr W
der the supervisar went to make up 2 arcle  Circles were

500 houses un
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Epper Palkes w1 paonqun and begrers Calcutta Alibowpb the palanguin 18 80 longer us
1o trasel ® Inda n the days before che Talroad o was of prmory wmperame The habars a1
sthee tastes of palanquin Drarers are thought 1o have been the pr otypes of the bearers who a
55 ened to Eurapean sojourners n Ind a today

L wer M dern ekba The niders squat on the floar and the baggage cack 15 beks the fix
termeen he mbeele The and other furms ¢ home cart zxe sull chasacter suc of much of [ndia

Dl toan pstat n




PLATE 7
pper  Houschold work Rice preparation as carried on in the homes of the coastal Tropics
of India The dependence upon rice as India s major source of subsistence 1s at once the root of hope
and despair  Many people may live but at a mimimal level of existence

Lower Press for coconut o1l The Teli or o1l presser caste 15 an exclusive monopolist of the
extracting of oil from nuts i much of India

(Photographs by Giles Gorten Brown )
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12 into secogaized admunustrative umits Lnongp as thams,
fﬁ;ﬁ fﬁ“ f:tiuls, under § supenntendent In 1901 there were 122,000
Supernsors and 9,800 supenntendents The enumerator prepated for
the comeag census by writing Lp 3 census schedule for all persons s hus
Modh, and his record wag then cheded and cateected by superisoss,
supestatendents, and officers of the distect staff

The might of the census must be catefolly chosen so that (1) the full
imoen 15 1 appeanance from 7 pm. to wadreght, because of unlighted
areas, {2y o great rehigious festaal or faie ts being held, and (3} st 15
not 2 mught auspiaous for matnage ceremontes ot for bathing sn sacred
nvess On the mght chosen, enumerators go forth around theyr respectine
blocks from 7 to mudmght, and bung thetr entire records up to date by
strking out those who died ar left the block and adding those who are
new arnvals 2nd new born  Preluncaty data on houses, sexes, and popu
Jatton tobals are tabulated at once and sent to the hagber jocal census
austhonties %ho, n turn, toansmet them to dutact officers, to provnaat
supenntendents, and finally to the Census Commusstaner *

Moy difficulties are met with in collecting retuns  Pramstive tnbes
are frequetly hard to deal with, and when plague s raging, much of
the population flees to ather pacts Boats on trips of seeral days dusation,
s 1 moton, woodcutters domiciled in forests for wecks, and sacted
places snatmung with piignms consttwte difficulies to enumeration Oc
asionally atcountams 2nd enumeratats £0 on ake at the last morsent {or
sundey ceasons  Speaal efforts are made to locate all passengers on touns
10 terms of tichet buyers, those alighting from and those departing on
trans  All tras are stopped at 6 00 am the mornimg aftec the census
and thetr pussengers checked  Practically all equmesstions and entties are
made by the enumetatars, theseby lendiag uasformity to the eesults

"The population of lndw, encrmous as it 15, cannot be sad to spread
evenly oves the country  Most of 1t 45 concentrated sm the Ganges Vall
and the adjorung eastern coutiands whete allwism and ramfadl m;y
for conditions of an adequate food supply Inasmuch s Inda . mmle
a rural country, population 15 densest w the agnculeueal areas In gen ly
lécngal, Bihar, and the Unsted Provinces ate the most densely poﬁu)::d_
5 ;:: g:;ea of Mushim concentration occers 14 this group, namely, eastern

Oac wem 1 frequestly strevied by writers on Indan population,
the overcronding and pressute aet the lamts of subsxst::c’i 'I}‘;e mn:::g,

*The zemus of 1911 was subecred to o
xtens
seaes Som dcetes s s snge ll g Shockup sy e, 45
plog
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low standacds of matenal existence, the inadence and fatality of famine,
and the shortness of Iife span are ated as evidence for the overcrowding
of the country

Famtnes have been known 1n India from time immemonal Dunng the
latter quarter of the nineteenth century at least five major fammnes ravaged
India, progressing n sevetity and extent from the eather to the later In
187677 a famine covered Bombay, Hyderabad 1n the Deccan, Madtas,
Northwest Provinces, Oudh, and Mysore, 1n 1888 89 2 famine covered
Bthar, Onissa, and Madras, 1n 1891 92 one covered Madras, Bombay,
Deccan, Ajmere Merwara, and Bengal, 1in 1895 97 one cosered Bundefk
hand, Northwest Provinces, and Oudh, Bengal, Central Provinces Madeas,
Bombay, Punpab, and Betar, and in 1899 1900 one covered Bombay,
Punyab, Central Provinces, Berar, all the natnve states from Kathiawar to

TABLE | ~—Increise wn the populanon of Indra

Year Mill ons
1872 2062
1881 2539
1891 2873
1901 2943
1911 3152
1921 3189
1931 3529
1941 3889

Hyderabad, such as Baroda, Rajputana, Gujarat, and Central India® From
1900 untsl 1943 there were no famimes

Violent fluctuztions of the birth rate and death rate occur i fanune
years The death rate soars and the birth rate drops markedly during
famine, and the Jatter continues low for 2 or 3 years afterward

Disease 1s another factor affecting both death and bueth rates It 1s
reported that duting the mfluenza epidemuc of 1918 19, over 13 mithons
&red m Trrd of s dneiae, wd Ahe bk e diopped grewly  Plagee
outbreaks and epidemics of various types of malana have simlar effects
Cholera, typhoud, smallpox, dysentery (bscllary and amoebic), tuber
culosss, rabies, hookworm, sprue, venereal diseases, hydrophobia, pneu
moma, typhus, dengue, kala azar, relapsing fever, sindfly fover, and
leprosy also constitute sertaus health problems 1n India  The sight of
ghastly cases of advanced leprosy roaming the streets of an Indun aty
15 one of the first to whuch a traveler must become accustomed  The vard

8 Fanunes onginate 1n failure of the monsoons, floods rat and locust plagues
and wars
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o Hendu physican stil pracuces the anaent Ayun edie spstem of meds
ane, and the Mustm hakim the Unani system songnide modery Euro-
pean medine '

The bisth rate 10 ladsa, as an other countnes, 15 3 soutce of politiex
coacem  The Mindu populstion 15 asserted to have 3 lower buth mte
than the Muslim and vanous atterapts have been made to explup and
adjust to this dufesence  As m the counteres of the west, the lower of
depressed classes have 2 Igher reproduchon nate than the uppet groups
Unlike the countries of the west, however, there 1s no great tendency 25
yet developed tonard cessatron of reproduction below replacement of
eusbiog populstion o 1931 the average numbar of clulden bom alwe
pes family 1n Indis was 42, the average number suriving eldhood
was 29 The total average Jife span in India 15 vanously estrated as
24 to 27 yeass I considerng birth and death rates oae has to tecall
the fact that the jount famuly system peevads 1o India wheseby the sons
of 2 family continue to testde under the parental roof even after they
marey and have children of their owa  The number of males m Indu
exceeds the number of females

A large section of the socual problems of Indis cevolves 2bout the nutn
tion of the people Nutrtion znd diet vary from caste to caste and
from regon to regon la the Gangetie Delta of Bengal, mifk 15 scarce
2nd babnes ate fed on nee and barley groed Tt o5 estumated that oaly
22 pescent of the population 15 well doursshed, 2nd the food shows an
excess of carbohydrates combmed with proten defictency The chief
arucles of diet ate patboled nice, pess, vegetables, fish i eastern Beogat,
sweets, oit seeds, sugar and mustard ol

In the upper Ganges Valley of the Unsted Provinces the deet 1s better
balanced  Green leafy vegetables are used along with chapatis of wheat
flour and other cereals, legume soups, swetts, curd, fruns, skymmed mik,
20d 1ed e

frotan 1

matlet,

sug -
3

= pulse,
wh P SLALE A Lnseed o) F

The east coast has 2 deet of pasbarled 5

cutd, and amannd  Salt and chifie

n the nadence of leprosy
The sest cossts hase m the mam 2 &
et based on millet,
seeds, and sugascsne Rice water 15 agan substituted for ;‘:{;e et
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mn the 700,000 villages of India, only 7 aties have a population of more
than 400,000 and about 39 have a population of over 100,000 Within the
agrcultural group the classes are somewhat as follows Half a mullion
land magnates controlling large acreages of hundreds of willages and
perhaps 75 percent of all the agnicultural land, a million of so cultnators
holding about 30 acres or more, 70 mullion petty farmers who are often
tenants or subtenants of othets, 32 mulion agnicultucal laborers of which
23 mullions are totally landless It 1s estimated, furthermore, that the
average annual income of a family of five persons tn India 15 around
$100 (Indian money 15 usually calculated 1n rupees which are equivalent
to about 30 cents tn Amertcan money )

The average peasant lives on an exceedingly natrow margn of sub
sistence and when crops fasl he falls readily into the clutches of the
ubiquitous moneylender To prevent this contingency numerous ages
cultural cooperative credit societies have been orgamzed, but 1t 1s estt
mated that two thirds of the cultivators are always 1n debt Among other
reasons for this situation may be mentioned the increasing fragmentation
of holdings, increastng congestion, improvidence, and modern economic
changes

There ae two types of village 1n India, the ryotwars and the zamindan
The ryotwars or severalty village 1s characterized by numerous small 1nde
pendent holdings each responsible in taxes to the state The leading
families select a patel or headman for the village, who 1s also provided
with assistants or deputies  All the land 1n this type of village 1s allotted
on a subsistence basts with shares to each member of the village 1n accord
ance with his socral station  This type of village occurs 1 most of the
area south of the Vindhya Range and 1n much of Bengal

The zamindan or joint village 1s ruled by a panchayat of five men who
are the heads of the semor families tn the village  The proprietors are the
domnant land owntng class and are co sharers with many tenants beneath
them The dars hold shares sef Iy but with joint responsibility
for the revenne The hability or revenue ss joint rather than individual
as 1n the ryotwan village A nommal patel or ficadman may be elected by
the panchayat This type of willage prevails in the Punjab United
Provinces, Bihar, and othet parts of northern India

In both northern and southern India the duties of the patel consist in
notanizing documents and collecting statistics, greeting visitors, acting as
health officer, collecting taxes, and serving as agent of the Government
The willage accountant or patwan heeps revenue accounts, records of
ownership, assessments, tenancy, mortgages, and boundartes The willage
watchman or pohceman (chowhidar) looks after the physical safety of

the people
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mpact of
Vi et btk 0 e 4 o s
v avhaton. Mu:‘ye:mnn e&zm Eutapean goods zad through the
bﬂ;:ufc::i; ':fu ﬂ;‘: m};ro:d for bnoging geods from dbcasd to the
:.;hgizs The 1ndustrtes which have been Pm‘“‘h’? “ﬂ";“d "‘n: g
and spinmng oif pressing, potfery malng metal KoMg, axh EE:
making  Gandht's khaddar movement was desigaed to tesnne the .
woven doth made by the use of the charkha or spinniag wheel 1 place
of the machine made poods winch had supplasted them Alhed wuth ths
nas hts campatgn for Swadeshe or economec self sufficiency for India
The earliee organtzstson of Indian industry by guids can. be !:‘:c:d bach
to about 600 B €. 1 the Buddhust Eea. At that time the mndustrial groups
e speasstized 10 18 sepanate guids which were localzed by willages,
tonns and streets ‘These wese gulds of adlbwatoss, shepherds, artisans,
merchants bankers, and moneytenders, as well 35 oty gmids These guadds
were self povesming entifies which cotiected fees and taxes, owned prop
esty possessed corporate contracy powers, recenved gfts, acted as trustees
for teligsous endowments had bankng functions kept up temples, sup
ported rest houses and ammal hosprtals, mamntained wells and water
cousses, and possessed cousts {or the settlement of disputes Somne of the
great temple orgamzations of Mediewal southern Indu seem 1o hne
cafned on these funictions until recent times
Duning the Mogut period and after the Brtsh Rule the muddlemen
begn organwzed production and collected astisans 1nto workshops  Master
craftsmen became dependent upan the muddlemen, and imported praducts
begza the destruction of aatwe bandicsafts The gadds ase sull found
» sumber of places ' India, notably wn Ahmadabad, Gujasat genenally,
and Rajputana 1 which localitses they sult perform funcions such as fix
g standacds and prices, organizng strihes, setting trade holidays, ostra
cunag wsolators of their mles, and condatsomng hours of labor
Lage saale Indizn tndustesal and finascul aperations began toward the
close of the rineteenth century  Prevsous to thus the plantayons and raw
cunceal oces were the chief productve industoes Although Europeans
bise remataed on a3 admstrative personnet, techmicians, and bankers
dunng the mentieth cestury, Indian wdustry has begun to develop st
DD Drfantzstion and financial backing from popular support. Indastrial
tsm s proceeded farthest around Bombay and w the gensral atea of
Ojimm Jn the former, cotton mulls, zad 1 the fattes segion, jute mylls
:"“mﬂmhdym] hase focalized® I 1921 the AN nde
¢ Incha 15 sull, bowerer 2 land of small bus

st enterprse agarent
factones fot extmpte, commanly employ from 30 0 30 persens © ¢ L S
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1n the 700,000 villages of India, only 7 aities have a population of more
than 400,000 and about 39 have a population of over 100,000 Withn the
agncultural group the classes are somewhat as follows Half a million
land magnates controlling latge acreages of hundreds of villages and
perhaps 75 percent of all the agncultural [and, a million or so cultisators
holding about 30 acres or more, 70 mullion petty farmers who ate often
tenants or subtenants of others, 32 mullion agrcultural Jaborers of which
23 mullions are totally landless It 1s estimated, furthermore, that the
average annual ncome of a family of five persons 1n India 1s around
$100 (Indian money 1s usually caleufated 1 rupees which are equivalent
to about 30 cents in American money )

The average peasant lives on an exceedingly natrow margin of sub
sistence and when crops fal he falls readily into the clutches of the
ubiquitous moneylender To prevent this contingency numerous age
cultural cooperative credit societies have been organized, but it 1s estt
mated that two thirds of the cultivators are always 1n debt  Among other
reasons for this situation may be mentioned the increasing fragmentation
of holdings, increasing congestion, improvidence, and modern economic
changes

There ate two types of village i India, the ryotwan: and the zamindan
The ryotwar or severalty village 1s chatacterized by numerous small snde
pendent holdings each responsible 1n taxes to the state The leading
families select a patel or headman for the village, who 15 also provided
with assistants or deputies  All the land 1 this type of village 1s allotted
on a subsistence basts with shares to each member of the village tn accord
ance with his socal station  This type of village occurs 1n most of the
arez south of the Vindhya Range and in much of Bengal

The zamindar: or jormt village 15 ruled by a panchayat of five men who
are the heads of the senior families 1n the village The proprietors are the
dom:nant land owning class and are co sharers with many tenants beneath
them The dars hold shares sep ly but with joint responstbility
for the revenue The luability or revenue 1s joint rather than individual
as 1n the ryotwan: village A nomunal patel or headman may be elected by
the panchayat This type of willage prevails n the Punjab, United
Provinces, Bihar, and other parts of northern India

In both northern and southern India the duties of the patel constst 1n
notanizing documents and collecting statistics, greeting visitors, acting as
health officer, collecting taxes, and serving as agent of the Government
The willage accountant or patwar keeps revenue accounts, records of
ownership, assessments, tenancy, mottgages and boundaries The village
watchman or policeman (chowkidar) looks after the physical safety of

the people
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Kushzas, and White Huas, aconing somenhat later at the begmmay, of
the Christian Lra, scttled 1 the dryec and hugher areas of westera 2nd
centeal Tnda, 1n Rajputana 40d the adjorming ateas Abaut AD 1200
the follon ers of Iham—Tersuns, Arabs Tueks, and Mongols—burst ate
the plams of Tnda and adapted themselves to the dry areas of the north
west while making comerts 1n the humid areas of eastern Bengal

At the beginming of the Neolthic i India the tendency tovard a
regional and occupational drision of the people 15 thought 1o hne
become evtdent The hull teibes and casstal groups were probably pre
Drasidian, the platnsmen and the occupants of the desert appear to fane
been mised groups of Dradun and pre Dravidian, while the apn
cnftursbists were pethaps Drasvidians peoper  Fue geagraphucal divisions
fuve been seferred to i early Tamil Iterature (1) Neydal or the coxst,
(2) Marudam or cultrated f20d, (3) Mulla of pastoral, (4) Kuteap or
hilly and (3) Palat or desert The coastlands were inhabited by the
Parnadar who engaged wn fishing and boxtng by canoe and catamaran
from Gujarar to the Gangetic Delta  These were the ancestars of the
modera Yascars The Vellalar and Vel settted 25 coltwators and band
fords 10 wet paddy fields, and the Karalar 1a dry fields whih requined,
tank and netl rrrigation  Both these sections cooperated i producing, tice
millet and pulse ta the Masudam  The Idayar and Agar settled in pas
torat fands of the Mullar and spent therr fersure ta dance 2nd song The
Kuravas of the hulls and the Marava of the desest were settfed in these
cespectise spheses Thus in south India as well 25 1n the north evidences
of ecologiedl duffercanaton #f enly soast groups ase nartible and offer
a posible basis for caste diffecences

Cestain areas nete Enacte centers for the gromths of pohtrcal unts from
i]ht b;gmmng {a Vedic and Brabmame Inda the early capitals were
]:; " (-: L;Jsrly 1d:1fm:;i tolf sutes along the fver braks  The earher
i O s e s o D oy soond i he regons of Bibac
BC. the movement d“ ‘I" pohitecal power By the fourth century

toward state fud overflowed mto the Deccas

and the peninsular coasts

The tnbes of the Vedic Aryans wese patly agreultoral and pacs
pascoral  Each tnbe was govesned by 2 headman or rap, whose Po '
» 3 genesally cheched by 2 tssbat councrl or sz nm' aere fo‘:u;cz;
:;(hgss but ougmally 1o towns A number of tnbal names have (m:xt
::: (t: u}s{ but thew Eocatmn By s s uncentan For wmstance, there
(),m,\bcm:g‘y ;n:ﬂl«;t‘l; xcs 1:591““? :m;‘;mg near the Indus a‘rnd the

! ws and the Bharatas of Beahmay.
Vedic peru A
3pe od lasted from pehaps 1800 to 1000 BC, and the locus of
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Trades Union Congress was formed, and from then until the present the
growth of trade unsons has been marhed by advances and reversals The
steadrest groups of uniomsts have been 1n the ratlroads and postal mndus
tries The organization of trade assoctations has also proceeded apace since
the Tirst World War  There are at present about 20 city chambers of
commerce and 2 number of local and general groups such as the Bombay
Mill Owners Assocration, Indian Jute Mills Association, and the Indian
Tea Association

Urbanizatton 15 proceeding steadily 1n India  The chief urban centers
of today can be dnided into the following classes Religrous centers
{Benares), unnersity centers (Dacca), cantonment towns (Ambalta)
il stattons (Darjeeling and Simia), seaside resorts (Pun), railroad junc
tions (Moghalserar), mdustrial centers (Kolar), and major potts of entry
(Bombay and Calcutta)

As might be expected the prinapal exports of India since the decline
of the cottage industries 1n the mineteenth century have been raw materials
of modern industry, and her chief unpotts manufactured ndusttial
products In 1910 41 the prinaipal exports were jute cotton, rice wheat
tea hides, seeds, lac, wool, hemp, manganese ore, cotr goods, ndigo dyes
and saltpeter Imported duting the same pertod were finished cotton goods
maciunery, chemicals, hardware, matches, woolen goods nstruments dye
1ng and tanning substances, drugs, wearing apparel, soap pawnt, millinery
and other items Before the present war began, Indias most important
trade relations were with Great Brtain, Japan, and the United States

HISTORY

The hustory of the Indian peoples 1s to 2 considerable extent explained
by the varying features of the Indian environments The earhiest armals
the Negrto and Australond, survive an purer form only in the hul} countsy
where jungle and tugged terrain have prevented their displacement Con
versely, the British as the latest arrnvals, are to be found maly wn the
coastal and fiver areas, 1n the seaports, and other large scttlements It 1s
of course, necessary to note that the latter group has established hill stations
where, n restricted areas of high altitude, relief can be obtatned from the
heat and debilttating effects of the low land areas In between the earliest
and the latest arnivals m Inda are to be found a host of other immgrant
groups who have arrived at vasious tmes 1 the past from the northwest
and have adapted themselves to certain portions of the Indian physical en
vironment Thus the Vedic Indo-Anyans arrived about 1800 B C and
settled fisst 1a the Punjab plams and later moved on 1ate the wetter Ganges
pasin and the more fertde parts of the pemnsular plateau  The Sahas
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haushins and White Huns arnving sornewhat Jater at \he{b:[;:'::,l:i:i
the Chastan Ery, settled wm the dryer and higher areas Of
1 About AD 1200
central Todi t Ryputsna and the adjoimng are, e burst 10
ELt

the follomess of lshim—Persuns Atbs Tudks aad Manga 5‘(‘! h‘:‘ e
the plauns of India and adapted themsehves to the dry Ztﬂl-; of Y
west while miking comerts in the humsd asess of casteen Benga i

At the beginniog of the Neolithic @ Tnda the k:ndenci lmu;‘
cegional and orcupational dstien of the people s5 thought to hae
become evdent The hell tbes and cosstal groups were probably pre
Dravidian the plansmen 3ad the occupants of the desert appear to have
poen mined groups of Dravidua aad pre-Devudun while the agn
wltwnalists were pechaps Deaxeduans praper Tne geogtaphical divistons
have beert referced to w eacly Tami! litessture (1) Neydal or the coast
€2} Marudam or cultnated land (3) Mattai or pastoral (4) Kuruny or
illy and (5} Pafar or desert The coastlands were ahabited by the
Parnadar who engaged m fohing and boating by canoe 2nd catsmaran
from Guparat to the Gangetrc Delta These were the ancestors of the
modera Lascass The Vellalar and Sehr settled as cultreators and land
fords 1 wet paddy fields and the haralar 1 dry fields whech required
tsak and well impanon  Both these sections conperated 1t producing nice
millet and pulsc 10 the Marudam  The Idayac and Ayar settled in pas
toral Jands of the Mullat and speat therr lessure m dance and song  The
huraas of the hills 2ad the Marava of the desert were settled ta these
respective spheres Thus an south Indiz as well as n the north evidences
of ecatog cal dfesentration of early socal groups are avastable and offer
a pussible basis tor caste dsfferences

Cenmn areas were favanice centess for the growth of politecal ungts from
the bepaning  §n Vedic and Brahmanc Indix the carly capitals were
tocated w0, ey defended bl sites along the soer banks The carlrer
Tadian empsces of the Maurexs snd Guytas found i the regions of Bihar
and Qudh the centeal axes of thewt pottucal powes By the fourth centony

B the mosement tawacd state {armation had verfion ed wnto the Decean
and the penrmsutar coasts

The tribes of the Vedic Acjuns wese pantly agneutorst and panly
partoral Exch tnbe was governed by 2 headman or 122 whose pover
was generally cheched by 4 trsbal couacd ar sarmsts There were fortrfied
villages but oug nafly no towns A namber of tubat aames have rome
down ta us but there location by vers 15 uncertn Foe wikange thete
were the huros and hewss apparently dunelling near the Indus and the
Chemab the Cnvas neac the Todus and the Bharatas of Brahmaaets The
Yedic penod asted from perhaps 1800 to 1000 BC  and the Tocus of

3
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Trades Union Congress was formed, and from then untl the present the
growth of trade unions has been marked by advances and reversals The
steadiest groups of untonists have been 1 the railroads and postal indus
tries  The orgamzation of trade associations has also proceeded apace since
the First World War  There are at present about 20 aty chambers of
commerce and a number of local and general groups such as the Bombay
Mill Owners Association, Indian Jute Mills Association, and the Indian
Tea Association

Urbanization 15 proceeding steadily n India  The chief urban centers
of today can be divided into the following classes Religtous centers
(Benares), uarersity ceaters (Dacca), cantonment towns (Amballa),
hill stations (Darjeeling and Simla), seaside resorts (Purt), railroad junc
tions (Moghalserat), mdustreal centers (Kolar), and major potts of entry
{Bombay and Calcutta)

As might be expected, the punaipal exports of Indra smce the dechine
of the cottage industries 1n the nineteenth century have been raw matersals
of modern ndustry, and her chief imports manufactured industritl
products In 1940 41 the principal exports were jute cotton, fice, wheat,
tea, hides, seeds, lac, wool, hemp, manganese ore, coir goods, mdigo dyes,
and saltpeter Imported duning the same petiod were finished cotton goods
machtnery, chemucals, hardware, matches woolen goods, instruments dye
ing and tanning substances, drugs, wearing apparel, soap, pamnt, millinery,
and other items Before the present war began, Indias most smportant
trade relations were with Great Britasn, Japan, and the United States

HISTORY

The history of the Indian peoples 1s to a constderable extent explained
by the varying featutes of the Indian environments The eatltest arrivals,
the Negnto and Australoid, survive 1n puter form only in the hill country
whete jungle and rugged terrain have prevented their displacement Con
versely, the Butish, as the fatest arrivals, are to be found mainly 1n the
coastal and river areas, in the seaports, and other large settlements It 1s
of course, necessary ta niote that tite latter group tus established hdl stations
where, tn restricted areas of high altitude, relref can be obtatned from the
heat and debilitating effects of the lonland areas In between the earliest
and the latest arnvals i India are to be found a host of other ummgrant
groups who have arrved at various times 1n the past from the northwest
and have adapted themselves to certun portions of the Indian physical en
vironment Thus the Vedic Indo Aryans arrived about 1800 BC and
settled first 1n the Punjab plains and later moved on nto the wetter Ganges
basin and the mote fertile parts of the pemnsular plateau The Sikas
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s of this empre The savasion of the Persian Achementdae
iﬁ:g andet Dzn?s. and of Alexandes the Great ta 326 €, extended
aestesn afluences wto the Punysb and hefped establish now ends 0
Indun 2t Buddhism and Jaimsm both arase o iy penod n Videhn,
and under Asoka s 277 B C. Buddbust beearne the staté seligron Caste
s satged by the Greek writer Megasthenes at this ume  The thaastic
phtosaphucat specalations of the Vedeata and the athestic speculation
of the Saklys, together with the axenic exeraises of Yoga, were de
veloped Twa forms of wating were broaght mto Indss, the Khatoshthy
from the nodbast frontrer, and the Boakms from ovet the Arsbun Sea
to the Deccan The facmee died qut whide the latter seems to have wnfly
enced alf subsequent forms of Hiodu wating
I the Later Buddiust Penod 3150 BC. to AD 300, a series of snva
stons by faces fram beyond the northwest Frantier tok place, and Budd
s nodern b 2 pew devilopment  ‘The Gupty Empare gradully brole
op % Kabegh (Crssa and the Ciscass) became sndependens, along with
the other states The Geeco-Bactnian hings made sncursions snto the Pangsb
and Sind  The Saka i asions from centeat Asu settled new groups m
fesstars o8 Sskasthaos and in pants of Bind, Gujarat, and Malwa where
sattapies were deneloped atound 90 BC In 60 BT occurred a Malwa
g agnast the Sekes The Indo Partfuza fuagdom was atats zeath 1o
AD 20 20d dns was succeeded by the Kushans »ho estzblished an
emprre shich included Kashmir  About A D 226 occuseed an wivasion
by the Sasaman dynasty of Permz Saka sstrapies contianed to flourish
35 inidependent hangdoms from AD 78 to 139 m Guparat and Malna,
G datier wthts caputal 2t Ugtae As the geeas Sateapy of Savtashtes the
Saha kungdorms cantiaued dowss to AD 395
Buddpism expanded from 2 system of mensstasm to sncfode templey
i;lé  Yasge buerarchy of pnests It thus hecame the Mahayana or Great
gmcle whath yook the Phace of the alder Hutyana or the Litle Vehyele
{which ?amm n Ceylon)  Maoy vdacts or monstenes, and cuatyas,
of temples weoe butlt ia ths perod Greck art was adapted, 20d the
Praknts of lars came o use, pi: & Sauskut
Yoe Early Hindw Peniod was marked by fhe second Hindu Empiee of
the Guptas 2ad lasted from AD 300 10 600 Thes was 3 ?\:1 ‘;f
Brivmarical teival 208 Kausaahe became she capitad of the ne}:? et
0 Magadhe AN Inde was snbyected ta pe

ts rule, except for -
sy dthough many of the states were subtert w » r.?J the extrery
The o~ =
eral
Chal .

v o nbuae of the Guptas estah
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activities was matnly 1o the Punjab  Classes were beginning to differentiate
by function The Vaisya or proneer settlers cleared the forest and tilled
the ground, while the rajas or chiefs carrted on warfare The Brahmans
composed hymns 1n prase of the gods, such as the Rygveda The chief
gods thus honored were Varuna (god of ran), Agm (god of fire), Indra
(god of the sky), and the Maruts (storm gods) Beneath the white
Aryans 1n soctal status were the dark Dasyu or aborigmes who were to
become the Sudras of later pertods

During the Brahmanic period from 1000 to 550 B C, the Indo Aryans
moved eastnard down the Ganges Valley and set up hingdoms and re
publics 1nt this area  The Mahabharata recounts the struggles of the various
Atyan groups for supremacy, and apparently the aborigines fought along
side of both parties 1n the several struggles The hingdom of Panchalz
with its capital at the present site of Agra, Kanauj with 1ts capital at the
aty of Kanazyy, Kausambi, Mathura, Kosala or Oudh with sts capital at
Ayodhya, the republics of Vaisals, Videha (notth Bihar), Magadha (south
Bihar), Ched: (Jabalpur and Bilaspur) , and farther south the kingdoms
of Nishada (south Malwa) and Vidarbha (Betar), make up the pohitical
unverse of Brahmanic India  The Kshatuyas were the military class,
whule the Brahmans cultivated learming ‘The Vaisyas and Sudras formed
the bulk of the population as peasants, merchants, craftsmen, and laborers
The latter two groups became subdivided into heseditary occu
pations or jatr {castes) The Brahmans composed the Yajuriedas or
sacrificral formulas, and sacnficial chants or Samavedas, the mcantations
of the Atharvaveda and theological works or Brahmanas, as well as the
theosophical and philosophucal treatises of the Aranyakas and Upanishads
Indo Aryan occupation seems to have extended down the Ganges as far as
the borders of Bengal and to the south as far as the Narbadda River The
one god Patamatma, soul of the unwverse, was now warshiped as Brahma,
the creator, Vishou, the preserver, and Siva, the destroyer, depending
upon the particular manifestation to be honored

The Batly Baddhust Pered from 590 BC 10 150 BC wis marked by
Greek nvasion and by the fiest Indian or Maurya Empire of Asoha The
Indo-Aryan occupation extended uself over Bengal, the whole of the
Deccan as far as Ceylon, and was augmented manly by a process of peace
ful penetration New hingdoms came 1nto view tn southern India, such
as Andhra (modern Hyderabad and Northern Circars) the Chotas, the
Pandyas, and the Keralas (of Madras and Mysore and Travancore)

The first Indran or Maurj2 Empire expanded from a nucleus at Ma
gadha to include most of India The capital was Pataliputra (Patna)
Following the Maurtya, the Saisunaga and Nanda dynasties controlled the
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of this empire  The smuasion of the Persian Achemensdae
if;‘;;z under D:n?s, 20 of Alesander the Great in 326 BC, extended
western fluences 1nto the Pungsh sad helped establish new trends 1
tndin 3¢t Buddbism and Juaism both arose 1 this pertod 1 Videha,
30 under Asoka i 272 B C. Buddhism became the state religton C}slc
was pouced by the Greek wrter Megasthenes at this trime  The theistic
phulosophical speculations of the Vedanta and the mms,nc speculation
of tic Sankhya, togetber with the ascetic evercises of 1oga.’“=rc de
veloped Two forms of woting wete brought snto (ndia, the Khatoshths
from the northwest fronteer, and the Bezhan from oves the Arabian Sea
1o the Deccan The formes deed out, while the latter seems to have 1nflu
enced alf subsequent forms of Fhadu woting

{n the Later Buddhust Period, 150 BC. to AD 300, 2 senies of sma
sions by races from beyond the northuest frontier took place, and Budd
tusn uadernent 4 new develapment The Gupta Empice graduatly broke
up as Kalopa (Orissa and the Csrears) became independent, alang with
the other states The Greco-Bacterza kengs tade sncursions into the Puaph
and Sind The Saka wmvavons from centesl Asra settfed new groups
Serstan or Sshasthana and w pants of Sind, Gujarat, and Malwa whete
satapies were developed around 90 BC In 60 BC occurred 2 Malwa
wsing aganst the Sakas The Indo Pantfuan kingdom was at sts zemth i
AD 20 and this eas succeeded by the Kushans who established an
empee hich included Kashmrr  About AD 226 occurred an vavasion
by the Sassanun dynasty of Persia Saka satrapies continued to Gournish
as sndependent Yongdors from AD 78 to 119 1 Gujarat 20d Malwa,
‘Qhe h‘!ter with 115 capttal 2t Uppasn - As the preat Satrany af Sa waehien ot

| .

W Ty pes s became the Mahayana or Great
Vehicle which tooh the place of the oldes Hinapana, or the Luttle Velde
(which survives n Ceylon)  Many viharas, or rmonsstenies, and chatyas,
or temples were bult in this pened  Greek ast was adopted, and thc'
Prakaats or sernacolaes came 1ato wse, supplanting Sansknt ’

The Eacly Hondu Penod was marked by the second Hinda Empure of
the Guptas 20d Jasted from AD 300 to 600 This as 2 penod of
Brahmanucal revinal and Kausambs became the capital of the n:: e .
n Magadha Al Indez was subgected to its sule, except for the ext;Pm
south slthough many of the sares were subject i a fendatory sense W;?C
The Gupta Empire muntamed as egemony from AD 320 to a0 0? ;
cé:) :tites sevolted such as the Matavas i the Centeal lodis ases and :e

0kya 1a the Deccan Harsha, the most aotsble of the Gupts, estab
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lished hus capital at Kanauj Brahmantsm slowly adopted the tnnovations
of Buddhism such as temples images pilgrimages and shrines Sanskrit
for a while displaced the Praknt dialects as the official language New
worhs were composed such as the Puranas or encyclopedias the Dharma
sastra or law books and Tantras or religious formularses At this time
also the Ajanta frescoes pictuning scenes 1n the life of Buddha were painted
m caves of the Ajanta Range

The Later Hindu Pertod Iwsting from AD 650 to 1200 was marked
by the Gurjara Emprre and by early Muslim incursions 1n Sind and the
Punjab (712 to 1021) The nse of the Rajput clans imvolved the
tvalry of many dynasties 1n northern India  Only Bihar and Bengal re
matned to the Guptas and those fell to the Palas of Bengal 1n 780 Two
other kingdoms remained i the Ganges Valley namely Kanau) and
Ujjain while the Gurjaras ruled 1o Gujarat and Rajputana from 783 to
813 Duning parts of this period almost all of Hindustan or northern
India was subjected to the Gurjars except Bihar and Bengal In the latter
state the Sena dynasty ruled from 1095 to 1193 In the Central Deccan
the Chalukyas a Rajput clan mamntamned therr power but divided into
eastern and western branches They were succeeded by the Rashtrakutas
from 757 to 973 and later by the Hoysalas On the southeast coast between
the Godavart and Cauvery were the Pallavas domnating the country of
the older Andhras and Cholas from 430 to 900 The Chola and Pandy2
kingdoms still survived 1n the far south

The Larly Mohammedan Pertod (1200 to 1525) was marhed by the
Muslim Conquest by Turks and allied groups and by the first Muslim or
Turhish Hindu Empire Several dynasties ruled such as the Ghondes
Khalps and Sayyids and Delhi became the Mushm capital The fisst
Muslim Empare included most of Hindustan or north India but was dis
solved 1n 1412 and only the smaller hingdom of Delhs survived (1414
1526) Several other Muslim kingdoms resulted from the fragmentation
of the empire such as Oudh Jaunpur (1394 to 1487) Malwa (1401 to
1530) Gujarat (1306 to 1572) Bengal (1338 to 157¢C) and the
Bahmanm Deccan {1347 to 1521) The latter eventuaily broke up into
several other hingdoms namely Berad under the Imad Shalis (1185 to
1572) Ahmadnagar under the Nizam Shahis (1490 to 1636) Bijapur
under the Adil Shahis (14)0 to 1686) Bidar under the Barid Shahis
(1492 to 1609) and Golkonda under the Qutb Shahts (1912 to 1(87)
The only Hindu hingdom surviving tn the Deccan was Vijayanagar (133)
to 1565) Dunng this pertod a great aumber of sects came 1nto existence
such as that of Ramanuja of the Chola area Ramananda of Benares Char
tanya of Bengal and Kabir of the United Provinces atea Utrdu became
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the language sn current use at the Musho coufts 18 northern Tadua and the
erracular of Kanay,
’ 'Thc latet Malumincdm Pertod from 1326 to 1603 w35 marked by the
fousth Tndusn ot sccand Mustim Empice of the Moguls and by the sisc
of the Mamathss sod Skbs  Secuman wfluence expanded among the
H ndus of this peniod and the Sikhs represented perhips the most notable
desclopment The Mogul fis¢ was raprd and an sble admmsteation w23
set up with a dnasion (mto 19 provaces o¢ Subhas exch under gorcendrs
d rectly subject to the Mogul humself  Most of Indsa was included 1 ths
empire exept the extreme south  With the dechne of the Moguls the
Marathas esabhshed their pover as a hufl fostress nstion centered 1 the
Western Ghats and plundered almost ta a-thurds of India fram thewt moun
tan centers

Beginning sbout 1600 we find the nise of the Bruush mitcrest and ponet
in Tndia anh the chartenng of the Brinsh East Inda Company  Ustd
1783 this development was manly a struggle wath Postuguese French
and Dutch marauders for the trade i spices mdigo and coton The
Portuguese first 2trned ia Tada at Calicut under Vasco d2 Garaa 148
n search of pepper  As tn Brazl thetr settlements at Goa and elsenhere
were munly fortrbed coastal wstaads of peninsufas

Tee Portuguese seitfement at Colombo 1n Ceylon a5 made w1537
The Datch attacked the Portuguese forts an the east woast of Ceylon and
gradually ceduced the whole sstand except Randy thus obtattung 2 mo
nopoly on cnnamon  §n 1736 she Bratrsh took possesstan of the sstand
and soon thereatter oceapred the handian Keagdom

Englsh factories weee set up Bengal and Surat for cotton and sk
1bnies opum and mdge 0 the late seventeenth century and the French
wostal sentlements 1 167 After a series af sharmishes the Beduhy East
Indiz Campany forces eliminated the French powes 1n 1783 The later
period of the Company was marked hy ncreasing terroesal gains in Indix
rrarsl 85 60 16%8 Madras na5 wqueed w 801 the Cenisa) Prowinces
::m"(’)“h‘“ @ 1815 Sind sn 1843 Punpab o 184) and Untted Provices

After the Sepoy Rexalt 1 1857 the Bratsh Cronn ok oves the ad

ministration of the covatry and sicernys were appomnted 1o represent the
ropal power New asess were added such as Batuchsstan fasher and
aher penphecl teensones The Hindu BrOuPs LERAD 3 movenent f
nshonhood with the formation of the Congesy Party 1n 1885 B (c;
Van meanwhile gradusfly loosened some of the fegal powers of P
and restructians such 46 those on widow remarnage e
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lished his caprtal at Kanau) Brahmanism slowly adopted the innovations
of Buddhism such as temples mages pilgrimages 1nd shrines Sanskrit
for a while displaced the Praknt dialects as the offical language New
works were composed such as the Puranas or encyclopedias the Dharma
sastra ot law books and Tantras or religious formulanes At this time
also the Ajanta frescoes picturing scenes 1n the life of Buddha were painted
mn caves of the Ajanta Range

The Later Hindu Period lasting from AD 650 to 1200 was marked
by the Gurjara Empire and by early Muslim incursions 1o Sind and the
Punjab (712 to 1021} The nse of the Rajput clans 1molved the
valry of many dynasties m nocthern India Only Bihar and Bengal re
matned to the Guptas and those fell to the Palas of Bengal in 780 Two
other hingdoms remamned 1n the Ganges Valley namely Kanauy and
Ujjain while the Gurjaras ruled in Gujarat and Rajputana from 783 to
813 Dunng parts of this period almost all of Hindustan or northern
India was subjected to the Gurjars except Bihar and Bengal In the latter
state the Sena dynasty ruled from 1095 to 1193 In the Central Deccan
the Chalukyas a Rajput clan mantatned therr power but druided mto
eastern and western branches They were succeeded by the Rashtrakutas
from 757 to 973 and later by the Hoysalas On the southest coast between
the Godavart and Cauvery were the Pallavas dommating the country of
the older Andhras and Cholas from 430 to 900 The Chola and Pandya
Lingdoms still survived in the far south

The Early Mohammedan Period (1200 to 1525) was marked by the
Mushim Conquest by Turks and allied groups and by the first Muslim or
Tuthish Hindu Empire  Several dynasties ruled such as the Ghondes
Khaljis and Sayyids and Delln became the Mushm capital  The first
Mushm Empire included most of Hindustan or north India but was dis
solved 1n 1412 1nd only the smaller hingdom of Delhi surined (1414
1526) Several other Muslim hingdoms resulted from the fragmentation
of the empite such as Oudh Jaunpur (1351 to 1487) Malwa (1401 to
1530) Gujarat (13)6 to 1572) Bengal (1338 to 1576) and the
Bahmant Deccan (1317 to 1521)  The latter esentually broke up into
several other hingdoms nimely Berad under the Imad Shalus (1485 to
1572) Ahmadnagar under the Nizam Shahis (1490 to 1636) Buapur
under the Adil Shahts (1490 to 1686) Bidar under the Band Shahus
(1492 to 1€09) and Golhonda under the Qutb Shahts (1512 to 1¢87)
The only Hindu hingdom surviving in the Deccan was Vijajanagar (133)
to 1565) Duning this penod a great number of sects came 1nto existence
such as that of Rimanuja of the Chola area Ramananda of Benares Chuy

tanya of Bengal and Kabtr of the United Provinces area  Urdu became
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Punpab, Bihat, Cevteaf Provinces sod Berar, Assam, Nosthwest i‘mnut:
Prownce, Onssa, and Sind  Each of the prosiacial goernots has 2 counct
of muusters chosen by the members of the prov noal legilatures  Some
of the provinces have w0 Tegolatne chambes, some one, generally with @
Bfe of 3 years The Cuef Commussioner Provinces (Baluchistan, Defhr,
Aymese Meraars, Coorg Andaman and Nicobar Ilands, and Paath P

TABLE 3 —=§refs 1 the constutiona bastory of Brtk Indis

1 The Regulatiog Act of 2773, or Lord Dhorihs Act
Parhament recopruzed the antborty of the East fndiz Compang o cxfry o0
wag and make 1reanes of prace warhia Jacin
Part's India Act of 1784

Commussioner foc Affurs of ladia was evrablished un London.
Chacter Acts of 1793, 1813, 1833 1853

Conbrmed by Parhamentary acton the powets of the Esst Indi Company
4 The Governmene of Indiz Act, 1858

Controd of Tndia was taken orer by the Crown after the Sepoy Revalt of 1837

~

3 ‘The Indiso Councils Act of 1861
Eatacged the wope of the actmues of the Gosemor General ut lndat
& The Indian Counals Act of 1893
Enlarged powers and made prowiscons for provinaial legistatures
¥ Moriey Miuto Reforas of 1908
Frbarmsd comen € . . epresentation
LI * 919
= ey wlugUed 1At prafieaal goveenment snd panat self government
9 Statutory or $imon Commission made s report, 1930
Plan for prosstonal self govesament.
0 Round Table Conferences of Indan Parties i London 1933 3¢
Preliminary proposals far domuason status and other proposats
33 Government of Iadia Ac, 1933
Provided for a5 all Indian Federanon wth self
12 Crpps Missicn, 1942 gorerniment 15 goal.

Ao attempt ty brng, together the Indun partes s the war program, and
veach a0 agieement on post war fadizn Government

ploda) are adminstered by the Gavernor Genetat of Indha act
2 cluef commussssoner appointed by hun 7 o heough

The dsssions of the provinces ase vader officers known a8 commusion
s and the 231 disteccts of Botsh Iadis are admustered by s

oficess known as collectors, e, or deputy et ‘;e
have eatue conteod over the dutnat s e

ff
have self govemnment 10 local aduenc. s The 730-0dd municipalitres

o Bastt

Lesunas nave 9i,
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TABLE 2 —Approximate dates of major ractal events in Indian bistory

OM Stone Age Lntrance of Negntos and Australords
New Stone Age Entrance of Dravidians and Mundas
Bronze and Copper Ages ?
1800 BC (Iron Age) Entrance of Indo Aryans
1000 BC Duvision of four Varnas established
512 BC Persians i Punpab
326 BC Greeks 1n Punjab
250 BC Caste dwistons established
181 BC Greco Bactesans 1 western india
100 BC Saka invasions
AD 1 Parthians 1n India
AD 78 Kushans in India
AD 226 Perstans 1n India
AD 500 White Huns 1n India
AD 650 Ruse of the Rajput clans
AD 780 Rise of Gurjaras
AD 800-1200 Incursions of Arabs and Turks Coming
of Patsees
AD 1200 Ahoms 1n Assam
AD 1326 Moguls 1n India
AD 1700 Portuguese, French Dutch and English
w ladia  Gurkhas a Nepal
AD 1739 Incursions of Pathans
AD 1758 Ruse of Sikhs
AD 1770 Rise of Marathas
GOVERNMENT

The Government of Inda 1s 1n a state of transttion at present because
of the War and the gradual application of the provisions of the Govern
ment of India Act of 1935

The supreme executwve 1s the Governor General who 1s appointed by
the Brtish Crown for a pertod of 5 years He 1s assisted by a Counail,
each member of which 1s responsible for a dep of the ad
tion He resides at Delhi, the captal, but from April to October matn
tains hus summer restdence at Simla i the hills  In England the Secretary
of State for India implements actions of Parlament relative to that country

The Indian Federal Legislatuse consists of tao chambers, the Counail
of State and the House of Assembly The first or upper house has 58
members, of whom 32 are elected and 26 nommated, and has a Iife of 5
years ‘The lower house has 141 membets, of which 39 are nomenated
and 102 are clected, and has a life of 3 years Relations with the Indian
states are controlled by the Crown Representative apponted by the King

of England
Governors are appomted for Madras, Bombay, Bengal United Provinces
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Panpab, Bihat, Central Provinces and Berar, Assam, Nosthwest Yxont\ul
Pronince, Onssa, and Sind  Each of the provncial gosermors hass cu;mu
of mnustecs chosea by the members of the provinaal legistatuees Some
of the provinces have two legolatne chambecs, same ane, geserally vth 2
e of 3 years The Qief Commussionet Provinces (Baluchotan, Delh,
Apmere Meraara, Coorg, Andaman and Nicobar Isfands, and Panth Pi-

TaBLE 3 —Steps 1 the conssitusronal hustery of Bruts ik Irdis

1 The Reguiaung Act of 1773, of Lord Norths Act
Parhament recogrized the authanty of the Esst Indu Company (o cafry on
s and mike treatses of prace i Indiz
Pat's fodia Act of 1784

Commsswner for Affurs of faa was evablished sn London
Chaster Acts of 1793, 1813 1833 1853

Confirmed by Parliamentary action 1he powers of the East India Company
4 The Government of Indiz Act, 1838

Controd of Indza was taken over by the Crown after the Sepoy Revolt of 1857

~

S Fhe Indian Counals Act of 1861
Enlesged the scope of the 2ctnities of the Gorermor General i ladu
6 The Indian Counals Act of 1893
Enlarged powers and made provisions for provingad legstatures
7 Mortey Minto Reforms of 1903
Enlarged scope of central and provinceal fegrsfaruces 1o India. Representation
of Musbms provided for
B Montague Chetmsford Reforms 2ad the Government of India Act 1919
Dyaichy introduced wto prasacial gavesnment sod pansat self gavesament
9 Statutory or Simon Commission made sts report, 1930
Plan for provessonal self govesnment
w

Round Table Conferences of Indian Pases in London, 1933 34
Prebminary proposals for domson status and other proposals
11 Government of India Act, 1933
Provded for 25 all Indian Federanon with self government as goat
12 Copps Mission, 1942
An atterpt to bung together the Indun parties tn the war program, and
reach a0 sgreement on post war Indiza Govesnment

ploda) are admintstered by the Governar Geoetal of Inda actng through
2 chuef commusstoner appointed by him

The drsssions of the proviaces are under officers knows as commastan

€5 and the 231 disteicts of Butesh Indsa are adaugustesed by execut
Feess known as collectors, s , of deputy co: A;]C
:.ne m::te conteol over the distnat affags The 730 add ~ e
SURE L

Lasatal nave wn,
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106 and 65 councilors respectively The rural areas are controlled by
district boards ot counails 1n charge of roads schools markets and health
The tahsil officials are appointed by the distrct officers

Allied to the administeative set up of Indr ss the educationtl Education
among the peoples of Indin was prios to the Butish rule controlled by
the local Brahman pandits ot gurus and the Mushm maulvis In 1835
English was made the medium of instruction for 11l schools above the
primary lesel The present primary schools are under the local boards and
mumcipalittes 1nd children attend from the ages of 5 to 12 Secondiry
nd sntermediate schools graduate students 1t 1bout the 1ge of 16 The
Muslims were slower than the Hindus 1a taling advantage of the offering
of European education Higher education has developed greatly duning
the last 50 years Not only huve the Mushms and Hindus established
their own unnersities at Aligarh and Benates but the various provinces
2nd Induan stites have established thetr own umiversities In addition
thete are schools for technical and professional instruction 1s well as for
adults defectnes criminals Inll tnbes laborers factory chuldren and
jwvemle delinquents  Private schools are mamntained by tdnidual castes
and other groups In 1)31 about 28 millton persons—about 12 percent
of the populition—could read and write

POLITICAL ARLAS OF TODAY

Some know fedge of the political divisions of present day India 1s neces
siry tn order to understand the areas of caste and tribal divistons tnd the
relations of nationality and languge to locality grouping of the population

India 15 dinided pnmanly into Indian states and Brtish India  The
latter 1s drvided in turn into three principal aseas Bombay Bengal and
Madras and into several other myor and mtnor areas each with its own
legislature courts governor and pninapal unwversity The primary units
are known as presidencies or provinces and these are 1n turn split into
divisions then nto districts subdivisions tahsils (talukas or taluhdars)
and finally 1nto siffages  There are 231 distcts erch of wiich generalfy
has 3 or 4 subdivisions  Each subdivision has 3 or 4 tahsils and each tahsil
from 70 to 100 willages There 1re approvimately 500 000 villages m
Britssh India and this domarn had 1 population of 2)5 810000 1n 1911
Many of these admimstratvve duisions can be traced back to tax areas
developed under the Mogul and preceding admimstrations

The Bombay Presidency stretches along the west coust of India from
Guyarat to hanart and has an area of 76443 square miles Its population
in 1941 was over 70 mullons munly Hindus Tts chief languages are
Maratin Gujarati and Kannada (or Ranarese)  The prinaipal town s
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Upper Burning Ghat Benares Cremation of the dead preferably on the banks of the Ganges
s 2 sacred custom wath the upper castes Temples, bathing ghats and burming ghats line the west
bank of the Ganges for several miles <o that the worshupers may face the east and greet the nising sun

Lower Benares bathers  The Ganges 15 so holy tht according to Hindus its contact purifies
everything sncluding polluted clothing and corpses ~ At Benares the river 13 especuslly sacred and
no traveler 1o India can afiord to muss the strange \stay furnished by this aty of Sna and his
Proteges the Brahmans (Photogeaph from Acme Newspictures lnc
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Upper Shalimar Gardens Lahore This example of the work of the gardeners art sprang up
duning Mogul rule 1n India The gardener caste was oniginally devoted to the production of flowers
for temple ceremontes (Photograph from laformation Officer Agency General for India Wash
ington

Lower Village Iife i Bengal i scene near Calcutta This type of willage landscape 1s typical
of the wetter arcas of eastern and southern India where nice 1s the mainstay of | fe
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Bombay Cty There are outs de of Bambay Cty t1er adm mstgat e
& sons {north, ten e sowth) under wl hare 194 & ts laaddton
thete 3 ¢ 131 mup ¢ patt es and W d et focal boards togett er w th the

fan e s~pol {9 ¢ ud gouprug 7 fnda

{in paeal hewe | odks ep o0 etnc and o pou commua ¢ o Inda
fe hnewwme | ez nheWNe }
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! yu:::yesm whof o ndpendn $Rhsac tRET 3nnh
Pun ab
Conges S0 1
Mewhers of he Indan A2 onal Conges whe wan 3
ind2
Commun
Asmatpaegw AaGompunst (3dTn oa nal ) b gam
FreadBoc
Agupp pr 4 wed e o
H ndu Mah abh
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fod n My Tm Leazu
Fa 0 ondepend o Pak an pmprsed fMulma 3
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N kPn My Pea aq Pasty of Beng | o ke

Mun pal Co po ot an of Bombay Abou 64 percent of the populat on
depends on 2 culu ¢ but the co on text le trade Lhery mpotiant
Beneal has an « 03 of 7 521 squa ¢ mfes w th 3 papulacon of
mllons Caleutra s the largest ¢ty and <apnal Must ms fonm 54 percent
ot the pop 1a on and H ndus $4 pe cent Bengal the mother }:o o
of 33 pe ek of the people There are five d 5 gas sect oned nz:g:;
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dustricts (outside of Calcutta). There are 118 muntapalities and the Cal
cutta Corporation  For local self government there are 26 distuct boards
58 local boards, and 5,158 smaller units called unton boards The pn
mary industries are jute production, cotton milling, and coal mining

Madras Presidency has an area of 142,277 square mules with a popula
tron of over 49 millions The principal languages are Tamul, Telugu, Kan
nada, and Malayal Hind 1s the d religron of 88 percent
of the population There are 25 distects, each under a magusteate or col
lector and a board There are 82 muntapal councils  Madras, the largest
city, has a corporative government Although cotton muilling 1s smportant,
agriculture 1s the major 1ndustry, engaging about 71 percent of the popula
tion The Laccadive Isfands are attached to the Madras Presidency

The Unuted Provinces of Agra and Oudh have an area of 106,247 squate
mules and a population of 55,020,617 Cawnpore 1s the largest aity Thete
are 10 administrative divisions and 48 distructs, 85 municipalities, and 48
district boards  Muslims form 15 percent of the population and the rest
are Hindus  The speech 1s Hind: or Hindustant  About 87 percent of the
population 1s rural, and 76 percent ate employed 1n agriculture

Punyab has an area of 99,089 square mules and a population of 28
mullion Of the population 57 percent are Muslim, 26 percent are Hindu,
and 32 percent Sthh 7 The capital 1s Lahore There are two major lan
guages, Punjabi 1n the east and Lahnda 1n the west There are 29 districts
grouped under 5 commussioners There ate 123 mumcipalities  Agricul
ture engages 65 percent of the population but there are many factories

Ceylon 1s 2 British Crown Colony separate from Indta proper It has
its own Governor and State Counail and 1s divided 1nto 9 provinces, each
prestded over by a government agent There ate also 3 mumaipalities, 27
urban councils, and 1 local sanitary board The Maldive Islands constitute
a dependency of Ceylon

Assam has an area of 55,043 square mules with a population of 10,
204,733 Shullong 15 the capital There are 19 local boards, 18 munict
palities, and 10 town counails The population speaks Assamese and 15
manly Hindusst 1n religion  Agniculture engaged 89 percent of the popu
lation, with tea cultivation and manufactuning a punapal industry

Bihar has an area of 69,745 square rmiles and 2 population of 36,340,
151 The capital 15 Patna and Hindus form a majonty of the population
There are 4 dwvisions covenng 16 disticts  The speech 1s Bihan and

Maithils
Central Provinces and Berar have an area of 98,533 square mules and

—_
 Notice that the Sikh group overlaps with the Hindu
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a populanon of 16822,584 Tbe chief town 15 Nagpus, the capstal ’ﬂ’m{
Hindus consiute the vast majonty of the population, and peoples :
shongnal eligions most of the rest, The prinaipsl fangaages are Mun\;
Hindy, Telugu, and Gond The area 15 divided 100 4 mun dwisions,
dsskescts, 40d 82 mumapshives The rasing aof cotton, nice, and wheat ate
prunary todustrtes

The Notthwest Frontiet Proviace has an atea of 39,270 squate mifes
and a population of 3,038,067 About 91 percent afe Musims - Peshawat
15 the capiral and Pushire the chuef language There are 6 dustnets

Ouosa has an area of 32,198 squase mules and a population of 8,728,544
Hindus constitute 3 majority, and there are 2 number of prmtive goups
The area 15 diided 1nto 6 distiicts Omisa ss defimtely 2 hingustic umt,
with Onya the domunant language, and several sbongingl tongues Nuce
cultwation engages 80 percent of the papulation

Sind has an area of 48,136 square miles and a population of 4,535,000
Hindus make up about one third of the population and Muskms two-
dhirds The lenguaage s Stadie The capreal o8 Keracds The ared 15 dveded
wite 7 distacts

The Indian states are fargely poverned by their rulets with or witheat
muustess and councils  They have their own educational systems A few
of the more important Tequite mention here

Barods, Iocated im northern Bombay, has an atea of 78,164 square miles
20d 2 population of 2,443,000, mostly Hindus Baroda Cuty 15 the capital
and the speech 1s Gujataty

Hyderabad located 1n the Deccan, has an area of 82,698 square mules
20d 2 population of 16194313 Mest of the people are Hiadas, but the
dynasty 1s Mushm  The speech 1s Telugu The caputal 1s Hydecsbad Gy,
and there are 17 districts

Kashtmir has ap ares of §7,471 square mules and a population of
4021616 The buik. of \be populanion 15 Mushim, but 1he rultag race 15
Hiodu There are 2 number of hill tebes and hughtand £roups sn tins
area Kashmirt 15 the domunant speech, but several other tongues are
spohen wadsly
mﬁ’ﬁ: 1?:3]:\; ;h:fs:n;;\;xsqu::‘:n;x::; ::“arg of 29,326 square
ts Kanmada o Kanarese o 7 Fhndus, The speech

Nepa, slong the Tibetan barder, 18 an independe,
opuiton, chmsted 3t 5600000 100 30 3168 of 5400 o
The religions are punapally Hindusm zad Bu&dh\s;n andq!hc speech

tesn Pahery, 30 Atyan mountan tongue,
e T & goe, together with Newant and
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districts (outside of Calcutta) ‘There are 118 mumicpalities and the Cal
cutta Corporation  For local self government there are 26 district boards,
58 local boards, and 5,158 smaller unsts called unton boards The prt
mary industries are jute production, cotten milling, and coal mining

Madras Presidency has an area of 142,277 square miles with a popula
tron of over 49 millions The principal languages are Tamul, Telugu, Kan
nada, and Malayalam Hindwism 1s the dominant religion of 88 percent
of the population There are 25 districts, each under a magustrate or col
lector and a board There are 82 municipal councils Madras the largest
city, has a corporative government  Although cotton milling 1s important
agniculture 1s the major industry, engaging about 71 percent of the popula
tion The Laccadive Islands are attached to the Madras Presidency

The United Provinces of Agra and Oudh have an area of 106,247 squate
mules and a population of 55,020,617 Cawnpore 1s the largest ity There
are 10 admimstrative divisions and 48 distructs, 85 mumicipalities, and 48
district boards  Mushms form 15 percent of the population and the rest
are Hindus  The speech 1s Hind: or Hindustani  About 87 percent of the
population 15 rural, and 76 percent are employed 1n agriculture

Punjab has an area of 99,089 square miles and a population of 28
mullion  Of the population 57 percent are Muslhim, 26 percent are Hindv,
and 32 percent Sthh 7 The capital 1s Lahore There are two major lan
guages, Punjabt m the east and Lahnda 1n the west There are 29 distncts
grouped under 5 Therte are 123 mumapalities Agncul
ture engages 65 percent of the population but there are many factonies

Ceylon 15 a Bnush Crown Colony separate from India proper It has
1ts own Governor and State Counal and 1s divided 1ato 9 provinces, each
presided over by a government agent There are also 3 mumcipalites, 27
urban councils, and 1 local samtary board The Maldne Islands constitute
a dependency of Ceylon

Assam has an area of 55,043 square mules with a population of 10,
204,733 Shillong s the capital There are 19 local boards 18 munmict
palitres, and 10 town councils The population speaks Assamese and 1s
marnly Hindusst 1n religion  Agnevltuse engaged 89 percent of the popu
lation with tea culttvation and manufacturing a principal mndustry

Bihar has an area of 69,745 square miles and a population of 36 340,
151 The capital 1s Patna and Hindus form a majority of the population
There are 4 divisions covenng 16 distucts  The speech 1s Bihan: and

Maithtlt
Central Provinces and Berat have an area of 98,533 square mules and

-
7 Notice that the Sikh group ovetlaps with the Hindu
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2 population of 16,822,584 The chuef town 15 Nagpur, the capttal The
Hindus copstitute the vast majorty of the population, and peoples of
sbongual relgrons most of the rest The principal Janguages ace Marathu,
Hindy, Telugu, 4nd Gond The aten 15 drvided ssto 4 man disasions, 19
dstcts and 82 munapalities The raising of cotton, rice, and wheat are
fimary 1ndustnies
F Th:y Northwest Frontier Province has an area of 39,270 squate miles
and a populahion of 3,038,067 About 91 pescent are Mustims  Peshawar
1s the capital and Pushtu the chief langusge There ate 6 dustnicts
Onissa has an atea of 32,198 square mules and a population of 8,728,544
Hindus constitute 2 majortty, and there are 2 number of pnmitive groups
The area 1s divided ento 6 dustrits Quissa 15 definutely a hinguistic umat,
with Onya the dominant language, and several abongsnal tongues Rice
culvation engages 80 percent of the population
Sind has an srea of 43,136 square mles and a population of 4,335,000
Hindus make up about one third of the popufation and Muslms twe-
thirds The fanguage s Sindin The capital 1s Karachi The area 15 dwided
1nto 7 distnicts
The Indun states ace Tacgely governed by these culess with ot vathout
ministers 20d counals They have their own educational systems A few
of the more impartant require mention here
Baroda, tocated 1n northern Bonbay, has an area of 78,164 square miles
and a papulation of 2,443,000, mostly Hindus  Baroda City 15 the capital
and the speech 15 Gusarats
Fypdeeabad, lacated 1n the Deccan, has an area of 82,698 squate miles
nd 2 population of 16 194,313 Most of the people zre Hindas but the
dynasty s Mushn “The speech 1s Telugu  The capital 1s Hyderabad Cuty,
and there ate 17 dustructs ’
. ;‘lﬁmr f_;; ::1 kH:? ;( B‘l,ﬂz\ squur; miles and 2 populauen of
Hinds o oy rmmbec pc[;uhaﬁon 15 Muslim, but the ruling race 15
atea Kashon g5 the dom:n':nt ; ;‘hbﬁbmd g e Broup i ths
spokens widely pe ut several other tongues are
Mysore Jocated 1n the southern Deccan has an area of
ml 29,326 square
« l;::::‘d: 5:?}23::(:: S:I 7,328 896 who ate mostly Hindus The speech
w’::’lzi; ;"‘;;% the Thetam torker 5 an independent kugdam with a
imated st 5,600,000 and an area of 54,000 squate miles
E;:(:::l\§“;s are p pally Hind and Buddt and the specch
ather Txb:xzan“dxi;‘m‘:mn mounn tonges, togethes with Newars 2nd




40 WAR BACKGROUND STUDIES, NO 18

Sthhim - east of Nepal, has m area of 2 818 square miles and a popula
tion of 121,520 The people are primanly Tibetans and Nepalese but
mainly Hindu 1n religion

Bhutan, stil fasther east, has an are2 of 8,000 square miles and an
estimated population of 300000 Lamaistic Buddhism 1s the religion of
the Tibetan snhabitants

In addition to the British areas and the Indian states and independent
hingdoms there are some small fragments of land owned by Portugal and
France

Portuguese India includes Goa (with three sslands off the Malabar
Coast) and Daman and its additronal tracts mn Kathiawar and Diu with
adjacent tracts on the coast of Gujarat The total area of Portuguese
India 15 1,537 square mules, and the population 1n 1936 was 601 000
The Portuguese possessions ace admuustered as an ecclestastical and
political umit with headquarters at Goa  In Goa the mative population
speaks Portuguese and Konkani, the latter a dialect of Maratht The
population 1s partly Roman Catholic and partly Hindu

I'rench India includes Pondichetry and Karihal on the Tamul coastland
Yanaon on the coast of the Northern Circars Chandernagore 1n the
Ganges Delta, and Mahe on the Malabar Coast The total area covers
200 square mules and the total population 1 1941 was 323295 The
admunustration of [rench India 1s centralized in Pondicherry  French
Indwa rallied to the I'ree French or lighting French movement after the
defeat of Trance in June 1940

LANGt AuES

The Guerson Iinguistic survey of Indra found approximately 179 lan
guages subdnided into 544 dialects n the entire country The greatest
aumber of Janguages 1s found in the Tibeto Burman speech area of the
Himalayan hill tracts, where owing to the broken nature of the country
each teibe s separated hingustically by dialects from its nerghbots

The four chief language families to be found in India are (1) the
Munda Kol (2) the Tibeto Chinese (3) the Dravidian and (4) the
Aryan

The Munda Kol Iingusstic stock 1s represented by the languages of the
central plateaus spoken by over 3973 000 persons Therr major location
1s 1n the northeast Central Provinces southern Bthar northern Onssa
Northeen Caecars, and western Bengal  There are also outliers in the upper
Humalayan foothills and the United Prosinces The speakers are mostly
till tribes and the languages play no part tn the formation of the more

important social untts of India
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The Tibeto-Chinese lingurstic stoch 15 repxcscmrd by the TI:C\(;\ Bu(m.\:
speech of the Himalaya Tl arex and by uts small groups on ¢ d° ;"'::“
borders Except 1o Nepal none of the langusges has recened P‘; 3
altnation m India ether #s 2 literary medium or 35 2 means © Jﬁ
tingusshing magor socral units The total number of speakers 15 aroun ‘a
million o tho which 15 very small propostionate 1o the other speech
graupe of Inda

The Dravidin languages ate spoken i the perunsular area primanly
Tao of them surve n the north 1n Chots Nagput and the Sonthal
Pargangs where they are found adjoiming Munda drlects  One ssolated
Dravsdsan Lingusge 15 Brabur found 10 the hightands of Baluchustan
There are tao major groups in the Drauduan atea, the Andhia group
and the Tasml group

Tamil 15 spohen 1n the south of Indsa and the north of Ceyloh by over
20 millions It estends as far as Mysore on the west coast and Madras
on the east coast and has been carried to Burma and Malaya by emagrant
coofies 1t 15 the oldest nichest and the most Tughty orgamzed of Dravad
wn linguages Tt possesses an extensine litetatute watien s 2 hiterary
disfect called Shen or perfect 1 contradistinction to the colloquial
speech called hodum or mde 1t has an alphabet of its own the Vatte
lutte, of round writing and anothet derrved from Brahmi

Malayalam s a tongue which branched from Tami) i the amth cen
ey AD It 15 the speech of the Malbar Cosst and there 1 one dualet
called Yerssa which 15 spoken in Coorg  Malayalam has borroned ats
vocabulary to a considerable extent from Sanshrt and employs an alphabet
of the Granth character much used 10 southern India for writing Szasheit
s speshers nuriber 9 mihons

Bannads or hanarese 15 the Language of Mysote and the adjoining
aress Iis ancent 1terature 1s written 10 a character deted fram the
Drzhmy alphabet of Asoha A sull older form the Hafa kannada s
derived from the Devanagant ke the Telugu wntten charater 1o the
Nilgin bulls 1m0 dalects are spoken Badags and Rurumba  Rodagu
another duslect 1s spohen in Coorg and hnks Kannada with Tulu ancther
Dravidian bangasge of South hamaca hantese speabers number 11
mil ons

Telugu 15 the only smpontant Andhez language now surviving 1t 15
Zi“"g:s:n rl‘: e o from Madras to near the southern border
2dipted from 1he D n‘:: 1?!-\!\;{: 5 watten 10 2 character of 1ts own
is ootable for s Jou nag: ;n 15 character hike the wsiting of Onssy
— Ps a0d curses which ongunate 1 the difficulty of
ght Lines with 2 stylas on a palm leaf w thout splitt h,
feat Telugu speatets namber o ; ! *pluting the

er 26 mulhons



40 W AR BACKGROUND STUDIES, NO 18

Sitkkim, east of Nepal, has n aret of 2,818 squire miles and a popula
tion of 121,520 The people are prmanly Tibetans 1nd Nepalese but
munly Hindu in religion

Bhutan, still farther east, his an area of 8,000 square miles and an
estimated population of 300,000 Lamaistic Buddhism 1s the religion of
the Tibetan inhabitants

In addition to the Brtish areas and the Indun states and independent
hingdoms, there are some small fragments of land owned by Portugal and
France

Portuguese India mncludes Goa {with three islinds off the Malabar
Coast) and Daman and its additronal tracts 1 Kathitwar and Diu with
adjacent tracts on the coast of Gujarat The total area of Portuguese
India 15 1,537 square mules, and the population in 1936 was 601,000
The Portuguese possessions are administered as tn ecclesiastical and
political unit with headquarters at Goa In Goa the natne population
speaks Portuguese and Konhany, the latter a dialect of Maratht The
population ts partly Roman Catholic and pactly Hindu

I'rench India sncludes Pondicherry ind Karikal on the Taml coastland
Yanaon on the coast of the Northern Circars, Chandernagore i the
Ganges Delta and Mahe on the Malabar Coast The tot1l arex covers
200 square miles and the total population in 1941 was 323,295 The
admunistration of Erench India 1s centralized in Pondicherry French
India rallied to the Free French or Fighting Irench movement after the
defeat of Irance ta June 1910

LANGUAGLS

The Gnerson lingwistic survey of Indin tound approximately 179 lan
guages, subdivided into 544 dulects 1n the entire country  The greatest
number of languages 1s found m the Tibeto Burman speech area of the
Himalayan tull teacts, where, owing to the broken nature of the country
cach tribe 15 separated Lingutstically by dialects from ts neighbors

The four chief language families to be found 1n India are (1) the
Mundi Kol, {2) the Tibeto Chinese (3) the Driadian and (4) the
Aryan

The Munda Kol lingurstic stock s represented by the languages of the
central plateaus spoken by over 3,973 000 persons Therr major location
is 1 the northeast Central Provinces southern Bihar, northern Orssa
Northern Circars, and western Bengal There ate also outliers 1 the upper
Himalayan foothills and the United Provinces The speakers ate mostly
htll tribes and the languages play no purt n the formation of the morc
important social units of India
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The Tibeto-Chinese hinguistic stock 15 represented by the Tibeto Burman
speech of the Himalays 1)) area and by ats small groups on the Assamese
borders Escept n Nepal none of the languages has recened amportant
cdtwion o lads either as a blerary mediem or s @ means of dis
tngushing majer sosal wats The tatal nutsber of speakers 15 around 3
qulhon oc tha which 15 very small proportionate to the other spcc(h
groups of Toduy

The Desvidan languages are spoken 1 the peainsular area prianly
Too of them suritie & the north 1w Chota Nagput and the Sonthal
Parganas where they ate found adjomog Munda dulets  One wolated
Deaveda faaguage 1 Braho found 10 the ghlands of Baluchistan
There ate two major groups i the Dravidian area the Andhsa group
and the Tamuf grovp

Taml 15 spoken m the south of Inda and the north of Ceyloh by aver
10 mufions 15 extends as fac as Mysore on the west const and Madrss
on the east coxst and has been castied to Burma and Malaga by emigrant
coolies It 15 the ofdest richest and the most hughly organtzed of Dravid
ian hinguages It possesses an extensine Diteratute wotten an a hterary
dialect caffed Shen or perfect in contradistinction to the colloqueal
speech called hodum o rude )t has an alphabet of tts own the Vatre
luttu or round wnting and another denved f1om Brabmt

Maligalsmo 1 2 tongue shuch braached from Tamul 10 the math cen
tury AD It s the speech of the Malabar Caust and there 15 one dilect
all=d Yerssq winch 1s spoken n Coorg  Matagalam has borrowed ats
vocabulagy t0 a considerable exteat from Sanshnt sand employs an alphabet
of the Grantha chatactet much used 1n southern Indea for anting Sanshot
Its speakers nuraber 9 mullions

Aannady or hanarest 55 the language of Mysore and the adiag
aes Rs ancient hterature 15 waitten 10 a character denved from the
Brahwms alphaber of Aschz A stll older form the Halshaphada 1
\r\qﬂlhzd Srom the Desanagart Whe the Telugu written character  In the
1 n‘ wf;r;r l;x\l; ta0 disledts are spoken Badaga and hwrumba hodagu

tatect 15 spoken m Coorg, and inks Kaagads wath Tude anather

Deaviduan language of South hanara hanatese speahers number 11
mitlsons

Sp:S:S“ »s‘h!hc ouly important Andhea language now sunmang It i
> 0;“: hr cn:rcm st from Afadrss to near the southern border
e ‘mms“: tDmn\e bierataze s wnten n a character of ats own
sgae Thes character Tike the wnting of Qeisse

canes which ongimate 1a the difficutty of

¥ notable for ws loops and
aalung straght Loes sl 2

Alis on & pafm feaf without splitting th
feaf Telugu speabers nurber over 26 millons .
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Frg 3 —Lingustic map of India Based on Grierson s Lingwistic Sunvey of Ind a
prepared by Dr Fr Weller (For explanation, see opposite page )
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LANGUAG!

1 Inpo EvrorEAN SPEECH

2 Indosryan speech

E STOCKS OF INDIA

Asamese 10 Kulu 52
Bengalt 11 Lahnda
Bhul 12 Masthils
Biban 13 Maratht .
Guparatt 14 Oma s
Eastern 15 Paban 5
Hendv 16 Pumabt
Western 17 Rajasthant 57
Hindi 18 Sindtm 8
Hindustana 19 Siahalese »
Kachs or
Cutcht
b Pasaca speech
Astkun 26 Kashron
Astont 77 Khowan 6
Bashgal 28 Kohstant
Brokpa 29 Presun (Kafir)
Chitasi 30 Shina
Gilgats 31 WaAla 5]
6
¢ Traman spesch
Afghan 33 Pushtu K
Balucht 36 Persian n
Puktu T2
& Pamur speech
Galcha 39 Wakht k)
Sankol
11 Munoa SPEECI 50

Birhor

46 Mundan
Bhumuy 47 Santaly
Ho 48 Juaog
Kharvan 49 Khana
Korma 50 Korke
Male 51 Savarz

111 DravDIAN SPEECH

2. Gond
Gondt 33 Kolamt
b Other
Badaga 60 Kus or Khond
Brshut 61 Malayalam
Kannada o 62 Matto (Paharia,
Kanarese ec)
Kodagu 6 Taml
Kota 64 Telugu
Kunikh or 63 ‘Toda
Qrzon 66 Tulz

IV INDO-CHINESE SPEECH

a Mon Khmer
Khast

b Tibeto Burmaa

Balu 73 Lepcha
Bhouya 74 Lhoko

(Tibetan) 75 Limbu
Kemawan 76 Newan
Ladakhu 71 Spr
Lahuls

¢ Bodo
Garo 79 Mech

V NONCLASSIFIED SPEECH

Khajuna or 81 Vedda (of
Burushasks Ceylon)
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Gond 1s the Drawvidirn Janguage spoken tn the hull country of Central
India and s intermediate between the Tamil and Andhra groups It
possesses many dialects but 15 unwntten and has no fiterature

The Aryan or Indo European group of tongues are developed on a
broad scale i Indta  The hill tribes on the northwest frontier speik
varieties of the Irantan or Dardic branches of the Aryin tongues There
are a vartety of Aryan gypsy argots of incompletely classtfied churacter
widespread 1n India  The total number of persons speiking vanous
branches of the Aryan family 1n India 15 around 257 million  The more
unportnt of the Aryan languages are Hindt Bengali Assamese Omjr
Marathn Gujaratt Punjabi Labnda Sindln Kashmin and Sinhalese

Hindi 1s spoken 1n the Umited Provinces Central Provinces and
Rajputana 1t 1s wrtten 10 both Perstan and Nagan characters Whea
emplojed with many Perstan words 1t 1s spoken of s Urdu when
without as Hindustamt Its cultnation s a literary language began 10
the sixteenth century and its total speakers now number over 171 mullions
To the east 1s the hindred tongue Bihari spoken 1n Bihar and the ewtern
parts of the United Provinces whose speahers number 37 millions  Bthan
1s wntten 1 the Kaithr character and has a Iterature of poetry and
dramatic worhs  Eastern Hindi s the term used for the group of dialects
between Bihati and western Hindt Beyond western Hind: to the west
are the hindred groups of dialects termed Rajasthani 1n Rajputana

Bengalr 15 the tongue spoken in the Gangetic Delta and the areas 1m
mediately north and east by 53 millions In no other speech 1s the hterary
tongue so widely sepirated from that of ordinury comversaion There are
at least seven recognized dialects and the written character 1s 1 dernvatne
of the Nagan form Bengali 1s one of the most cultinated of languages
and its hiterature reaches back 1t least to the fifteenth century

Assamese 1s spohen 1n the Assam Valley where ds speakers number
about 2 mulhions It possesses a national literature exten ling back over
€00 years and 15 charactenized by 1 predominnce of historical nd poetical
works The wnitten character employed 1s nearly the same as that of
Bengalt

Orya 1s the language of Onssa and 15 spoken by over 11 mullon
persons It has an awkward and cumbrous weitten character dernved from
Nagant  As n Telugu the use of palm leaves by scnibes has given fise
to a promsnent use of cunves and flourtshes It has a fairly large Literature

pnm:nI) of religrous poetry n whch Koshna figures as the outstand

ing hero

S In 2dd t on somett ng over 2 percent f le m le p pulat nas | crate in Fou
As tle offaal Tinguage aglst has ben understad und wed b te

List
educated classes for a number of decades
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Maratht wath sts vanious dialects extends almost across the Pcm;su‘\x
of Indua and 15 spoken by over 21 million people In the me(ay “‘:
dency 1t coers the north of the Deccan platenn and 3 stap o h“’ . ‘Z
between the Ghits and the Aabun Se3 edtending o about 3 hundre
mites south of Portuguese Goa Tt s also the speech of most of B:u;
and 2 good pat of Hydeabad 1t stretches across the south of the Ccnm(l
Provinces and occupses part of Bastar There are four matn dialects ant
t 15 usuafly wntten and printed 1n the Nagan character Marathi pos
sesses 2 coptous Titeratute of ugh deselopment

Guytaatt the language of Gujarat and the neighboring state of Barods
15 spoken by over 10 muliony The wntten chatactet 15 Nagas but
another scupt hnown 25 hahe s employed 1o common with Bihan
Guyaedts extends south along the coast of the Arabian Sea to sbout Daman
There «s 3 differentiation between the literary and the colloquial speech
and the litecature goes back to the fifteenth century AD

Punjabe the speech of the eastern half of the Punyab and southern
Jammu 15 the common mediam of over 13 mithons 1t has two disleats
The proper whtten character 15 Landa a chipped form also used for the
Lahada linguage 0 the westecn Pangab It fas 2 small Uteratute con
sisting masnly of ballads and folk epics

Lahnda 15 the language of the western half of the Punpab  There 15 no
distinct boundary between it and Punjabr which latter merges into 1t at
approximately 74° F longuude Lahnda is spoken by about 7 mullions
asbout 22 duleas Beyond hallads 2nd other foth songs the language
has no Iterature the Persian chasacter 15 employed wn writing 2t

Sindht 15 the language of Snd stretching from lautade 29° N dowa
(o the Atabun Sea Tt 1s spohen by 3} mullion peaple and has six recog
mzed dualerts Bt has recenved very bttle lnerary cuftnation The Persian
alphiabet withs several additional letters for specral sounds in the fanguage
wan general we hache the language of hach s related to Sindhy

bashmucs spohen by obowt 1 126000 persons m the valley of hashmys
and 1n contiguous valleys ta the sonth and east, 5 3 myked form of speech

It 15 basically a Dard anguage closely akin to Shina but 1t has been
influenced by Sanskust 10 which i,

guage most of tts Iiterature 1s watteq
':\‘;«o‘ alph.\bc: are emploged—a madification of the Persian used by the
ushims and the ancient Sarada script of Na
i nd P gaet orgn which 15 used
me)ulesc 1t 3 muxed tangue spohen m Ceylon by about 66 percent
of hthe population 1t 1s i gse primanly w the centsal and southern ates,
;,1:“:: ’l:hmn}l' :]s spohen n the sorth  Snhalese 15 dasely celated 10
e an
. guage most of its tersture was ongmally written
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Gond 15 the Dravidian language spohen 1n the hull country of Central
India and 1s intermediate between the Tamul and Andhra groups It
possesses many dilects but 1s unwntten and has no literature

The Aryan or Indo European group of tongues are developed on a
broad scale i India The hill trbes on the northwest frontier speak
varieties of the Iranian or Dardic branches of the Aryan tongues There
are a vartety of Aryan gypsy argots of incompletely classified chiracter
widespread 1n India  The total number of persons speahing various
branches of the Aryan family n India 1s around 257 mullion © The more
important of the Aryan languages are Hindi, Bengali, Assamese Onya
Marathi, Gujaratr, Punjabt, Lahnda, Sindhi, Kashmiri, and Sthalese

Hindi 15 spoken 1n the United Provinces, Central Provinces, 1nd
Rajputana It 1s wntten 1n both Perstan and Nagan characters When
employed with many Persian words, 1t 1s spohen of as Urdu, when
without as Hindustins  Its cultnabion 1s a literary Jinguige began in
the sixteenth century, and its total speakers now number over 121 millions
To the east 1s the hindred tongue Bthari spohen 1n Bihar and the eastern
parts of the United Provinces whose speahers number 37 mullions  Bihart
1s written an the Kaths character 1nd has a Iterature of poetry and
dramatic worhs  Eastern Hind: 1s the term used for the group of dulects
between Bihart and western Hindi Beyond western Hindt to the west
are the hindred groups of dialects termed Rajasthami 1o Rajputana

Bengali 15 the tongue spoken 1n the Gangetic Delt1 and the areas 1m
meduately north and east by 53 millions In no other speech 1s the Iiterary
tongue so widely separated from that of ordwnary conversatron There are
at lexst seven recogmzed dalects and the wntten character 1s a dernative
of the Nagart form Bengali ts one of the most cultivated of languages
and 1ts literature reaches back at least to the fifteenth century

Assamese 15 spohen m the Assam Valley where #ts speahers number
about 2 millions It possesses a national hterature extending back over
600 years and s characterized by a predominance of historical and poetical
worhs The wrtten character employed 1s nearly the same as that of
Bengalt

Orya 1s the language of Qnssa and 1s spoken by over 11 milion
persons It has an awhward and cumbrous written character deraved from
Nagant  As m Telugu the use of palm leaves by scribes has given nse
to a prominent use of curves and flourishes It has a fairly large Itterature,
prumanly of religious poctry 1n which Krshna figures as the outstand

1ng heso

8 In addition something over 2 percent of the male population s literate an Tog
lsh  As the offical language Foglish has been understood nd used by the

cducated classes for a pumbet of decades
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Parsees, and 22,480 Jews), except for some 25 mllion adhetents of
e or tribal religions

FN_F‘::LhdS of orthidox Hindusm may be buiefly charatenzed as fol
jows There 15 a suptesme 5od (Panameshnar) who 18 unknowable,
absolute, remote, dnorced from persomality and ethues, ndiffetent to
mn and waccessible to fum. There are mote immediate mamifestations
of this one god hawever, who ace avatlable to supplants and may be
worshiped  These are Siva, Vishay, or Brahma, ot their vanous incar
aatins, and vanous other gods resident 1o trees, ammals, smages, and
persons, according to the particular mata of docteine one follows In
addition much of human life 15 afected by the wills or potencies of
spinits resadent 1n nature and achng 28 the exuses of disease, success, and
frufulness These spinits must be propitiated by sacnfice and worship
The cow 15 ta be held sacred—never falled, and its produdts are held to
punfy foom uncleanness  Charens, amulets, and the stars hase magcal
potency

On 2 broad basts the sacred seniptuses are divistble mto the Snxtt or
Revelations (Vedas and Upamshads) and the Smats of Traditons (Pura
nzs, Laws of Many, and the Bhagsvadgita) Merely Listening to the
sciprates 1s mestonious, buk fow castes should be barted from the prvilege

Moksha or safvation 15 achieved by any one of thtee paths or Margas,
the path of hnowledge or contemplation (Jnana Matga), the path of
action (Raema Blasga), 2nd the path of devotion (Bhakty Marga)  Each
sect develaps & sunpradaya, pantha, or tradition, which combines mata
and qurga (docnne and practice)  Besde the poal of moksha or salva
tion 2 man s hfe muy aiso be onented toward dharma, or ethical rectitude,
atths, or wealth, and Lama, of satisfaction of the senses In otder to 2chueve
dharma, an ashram, of retrest from the world, 15 regarded as necessary

The matenial world 15 regarded s enturely illusory {maya), modern
machinery 15 thought useless for soul advancement, and ascetrsm s
held destrable

The world 15 thought to be growing worse and to be now 1n the fourth
ard Lt suage of meressing pun and sorrow for human exthly existence
The older wags are best for man to follow, aad on the other hand fate
determunes the condition of ech one’s Ife Each ma 15 bota nto one
of the four varnss and 1oto a caxte which mm

1018 the spintual develog
ment of us soul 3t bigh  Tius evalmabion aanagt he ,x...].’,...; v P
armoste o

. 2 swas & slued duty to marry and hay
s ¢ male
pong  Ancestar woushup 15 necessary Women 2re mienior to men
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Sinhalese was imported apparently from western India where its nearest
hving relative appears to be Maratht Mabl 1s a dialect of Sinhalese
spoken 1n the Maldive Islands and Minscoy

Along the foothulls of the Himalaya the Arjan Pahan dilects are
spoken from the borders of Kashmur to Sikkim but the principal language
of Nepal 1s Newars, a form of Tibetan speech

RELIGIONS AND SECTS

In considenng the religious Iife of Indua, 1t 1s well to recall once more
the dynarmce aspects of the Indran environment, as well as the cultural
Tustory of the people The monsoon, that alternating thythm of extreme
violence 0 wind and ran, 1s a4 more marked seasonal change than occurs
i the temperate climates fatther notth  As the atmosphere bakes in the
Iate spring and the fiery sunlight glows and blazes from a relentlessly
clear sky, the grass withers and man and beast aliwe feel a tension which
cannot find relief Eventually, durng June, heavy clouds appear m the
southwest and, after advanang and retreating 1n several false attempts
pour down their torrents upon the thirsty earth, frequently with the
result of a disastrous flood Immediately there occurs a wild and luxur
1ant growth of vegetable and ammal Lfe although human socal actisities
ate much curtarfed by the cloudbursts Under this display of the mighty
elemental forces of nature man becomes tndeed puny too small to cope
with his env. and his + of the cternal round of the
heavens reduces his own exstence to a transient play of shadows and of
iluston emptied of substance and value  The tdel min in this world
view 15 one who gives up all materal possessions and mortifying the
flesh, pursues a course of spirtual edification . poverty and sohtude

The catly Vedic rehgion scems to have been a pastoral tspired shy
cult with nituals of fire making and hearth tending predomunant  Later
2 state cult grew up wdelibly Iinked with Brahmans and the caste system
and also with the warship of Vishnu or Swva and their sanous mcarna
tions  Buddhsm and Junmism arose as reactions aganst the extreme
formalism of the orthodox Brahmans and for a period threatened totally
to obscure 1t By a process of peaceful penctration the Sivaite Brabmans
finally tncarporated most of the B ddhist elements and el d Bud
dhism as a tmval m India proper  Jaunssm survived among the merchant
castes of Rajputanz and Bombay Mushm religion was ntroduced on a
broad scale in AD 1200

The majoc beliefs of today arc Hindutsm professed by upward of
255 million, and Mohammedanism, professed by over 91 milions Al
other groups are minot (such as the some 6 mullion Christrans 115 000
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Parsees, and 22,450 Jews), except for some 25 million adhesents of
e or tribal religrons

Fn’;“h: belsefs of mhfdo'( Yhndusm may be brely chatactenzed as fol
lons Theee 15 a supresne god (Parameshwar) who 1s unknosable,
absolute, remote, dnorced from personality and ethcs, 1ndifferent to
s and waccessble to am  There ace mare imsmeduate manifestations
of this one god however, »ho are avagable to suppliants and may be
worshiped  These are Sna, Vishnu, of Brahma, Ot their vanious ncar
pations, 2nd vasions othes gods tesident 1 trees, amymals, images, and
persons according to the patticular mata of doctrne one follows  In
2ddition much of human life 15 affected by the wills or potencies of
spercts tesdeat 1 nature 3nd atting as the couses of disease, success, and
frutfulness These spinits most be propitiated by sacuifice and worship
The com 15 to be held sacted—never Julled, and 1ts products are held to
punfy from uncleaoness  Chatms, amulets, and the stas have magcal
potency

©n 2 broad bayss the sacred senprures a1e divsible into the Srebs or
Revelations (Vedas and Upanishads) and the Smrity or Tradstsons (Pura
s, Laws of Manu, and the Bhagaadpita) Merely Listening to the
scaprutes 5 meatonous but low castes should be barred from the paivdege

Moksha or sahation 15 achieved by any onc of three paths or Margas,
the path af haowledge ot contemplation (Jnana Mzega) the path of
action (Karma Maege), and the path of devotion (Bhaht: Macpa}  Each
sect develops & sampradaga pantha, o tradition which combines mata
and marga (docrine and practice)  Beside the goal of mokshz or ssha
ton 2 man s hfe may also be otiented toward dhatma or ethical rectitude
arthy, or wealth, and hama, or satisfaction of the senses  In order to achiene
dhactst, an sgfieam, ot wetrest from the world s regarded as necessary

The matenial world 15 zegarded as entirely sliusory (maya}, modern
machufiety 13 thought useless for soul advancement, and asceticism s
held desirable
m}";:::::d \sc ;houtfhr 10 be groniag worse and to be now 1n the fourth
The older E: ;:: ;:;m{zi pin and sorrow for human earthly existence
determings Ih?candmon © ; fman to follow and on the other hand fare

¢ach ones hife Each man 1s born 1ato one

of the four varoas and 8o 3 caste which gusrors the spisd
meot oLf bis soul at burth ‘This evalustion canent he © -
In st
t .

tusl develop
L.

. 4+ w4 siey auty to marey and ha
attsptuny i e
SPIRg Ancestor worship s necessary . Women are nfenor to men
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Sinhalese was imported apparently from western India where its nearest
Iiving relative appears to be Marathy  Mahl s a dualect of Sthalese
spoken n the Maldive Islands and Minicoy

Along the foothdls of the Himalaya the Aryan Pahari dialects are
spoken from the borders of Kashmur to Sikkum, but the pnapal language
of Nepal 15 Newars, 2 form of Tibetan speech

RELIGIONS AND SECTS

In considening the religrous {ife of India, 1t 15 well to recall once more
the dynamtc aspects of the Indizn envitonment, as well as the cultural
history of the people ‘The monscon, that alternating thythm of extreme
viclence 1 wind and ram, 1s 2 more marhed seasonal change than occurs
1n the temperate climates farther notth  As the atmosphere bahes in the
late spring and the fiery sunlight glows and blazes from a relentlessly
clear sky, the grass withers and man and beast alike feel a tension which
cannot find relief Eventually, duning June, heavy clouds appear in the
southwest and, after advancing and retreating in several false attempts
pour down their torrents upon the thusty earth, frequently with the
result of a disastrous flood Immediately there occuss 2 wild and luxur
want growth of vegetable and animal life although human social activities
are much cuttailed by the cloudbursts Under this display of the mighty
elemental forces of nature, man becomes indeed puny, too small to cope
with his env and hus apprel of the eternal round of the
heavens reduces his own exstence to a transient play of shadows and of
illusion emptied of substance and value  The ideal man in this world
view 15 onc who gnes up all maternal possessions and mostifyang the
flesh, pursues a course of spirttual edification 1n poverty and solitude

The eatly Vedic rehigion seems to have been a pastoral tnspired shy
cult with ntuals of fire making and hearth tending ptedomunant  Later
a state cult grew up indelibly linked with Brahmans and the caste system
and also with the worship of Vishnu or Sna and their various incatna
tions Buddhism and Jaumism arose as reactions agunst the extreme

J? ism of the orthodox Brah and for 2 pertod threatened totally
to obscure 1t By a process of peaceful penctration the Svaite Brahmans
Buddhist el and el d Bud

finally incorporated most of the
dhism as a mal in Inda proper  Janism survived among the merchant

castes of Rajputana and Bombay  Muslim religion was introduced on a
broad scale in AD 1200

The major beliefs of today are Hindusm professed by upward of
255 million, and Mohammedamism, professed by over 91 millions All
other groups ate minot (such as the some G million Christians, 115 000
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with of without & dot ar nucle between, them They also mack on thar
Yodies the emblems of Vishan such as the discus the conch 1 e mace and
\he fotas There are also other stgas emplojed with colors of ted anl
yellow or black made from sandalwood paste ot from chatcoal taken
from 3 fire tn which wncense hs been burned before 20 mmage or of clay
brought from a sscred place Subdivasions have separate marks 25 for
example the followers of Ramanuja who mibe 3 wmple white line
betneen the gyes cuned Bike the feter ¥ ot U and 3 centeal red mad.
\arks nodentally ate also wsed by cages as well as by sects

The rel gows ot sectaran like castes numbered 2755 900 members
1@ 1901 Most of the great orders onginated 1n south India and as pant
of the reaction agunst Buddhism  Some ongmated with Sanharachacys
the Sawa teformer and many more from Ramanuya  On reaching upper
India the const tutson and praciice was altered by Ramananda and Cha
tanyz, who mutigated the austenties and excdlusneness of these RTOUPS.
From ther ongmal hmstatron 1o Brabman and Rypet recouts they wers
opened to merbers of lowet castes and split nta celibate or ascetic sections
of clergy on the one hand and domestic or householder lay members on
the other Both exclusne and catholic branches developed  The exchuc v

uouppU 22 nere ate many monasteries which supply the stinerant
teachers of e serts. The mahants or abbots may take up moneylending
on the steeagth of thew endowments and charges
The distr button of telsg ons 10 Iada 15 of considerable ethmuc imterest
The adherents of Hindwism proper predomunate 1z the center and south
of the country mahing up ro less than 89 percent of the population 1
Madeas Swvaute sects preponderate an the Tamut acea, 15 hashmir Nepal
and 1n Bombay while Vashoavas are centered 1n Telngana Gy, :Ezk
Oussa and 1 pants of Bengal 1 Asiom and the Gangetic pl’ﬂ\\'n((‘s
Satas ate manly Jocated 10 Bengal and Swvane Brahmans m the Detcan
The Lingayat group 1s mamly centered wn Mysore and adjoimng ax
§hbs are focalized n the eastern Punyab 2nd J3 95 10 Aymec Memgar: md
U eavitons a5 well a5 i parts of Bombay Trebal refigions are io:ﬂd
primanily m Bshar Onssa Centeal Provinces Assam, and to a Jess dq -
o Beogal Madray Ragputana Central Indn Hyderabad mdés}s\::lfrw
Chnstians ate most numverous i Goa Cochin Travancore Chota N: ur
the Khasa and funta Hills and seaports  Siwantes Yasshy S
llu a lesses extent Saltss are found throughout the Gangetic \:T\ms o
Br:;d%rzondu‘ne n Sind western Punjab Rashaue and eutm? Bc):us}
i are '
ound along the submontane tracts of the Himalayas (ggpe
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1a soul, mind, and body, and their chief gloty 1s i beanny sons The
Brahman 1s 2 dnvine being who should be senved and never molested
Morality and the abiding by caste custom are synonymous Each soul 1s
reborn 1n a higher or a lower estate for countless tncarnations and its
ultimate salvation or release hes in mrsana or absorphion by the unnersal
World Soul All events tn ones life are predetermined by prior mento
nious or evil actions (n former existence (harma) Non Mlling 1s a most
excellent duty, for to take life of either man or ammal 1s sinful Meat
eating 1s condemned because 1t mvolves the taking of life  Manual labor
1s considered degrading and should be resenved for those who by their
demernits have been reborn 1nto a lower caste

The operation of many of these prunciples can be seen m the career
of Mahatma Gandht  During his campaign for swraj he applied the prin
caple of satyagraha or nonresistance to police actron 1n regard to steikes
and also promulgated a policy of ahimsa or nonsiolence in carrying out
his program

The principal festivals of the Hindus are dedicated to the worship and
hononng of Srsa Knshna, Rama, Durga, and Ganesha To determine the
dates of the festivals two calendnical systems are widely used (1) the
Sakha Era which dates from AD 78 and commences 1ts year i March
and (2) the Vikrama Samvat which dates from 57 B C and commences
its year 1n September

Among the Hindu adherents, Stva 1s frequently represented by a phallic
symbol, such as the male organs or lingam, hus wises by the female organs
or yoru, nhile Vishnu 15 alnays represented by an image  The major stems
of sacrifice are gran fruts, flowers, or mik although followers of Kali
(wife of Sina) sacnfice goats or other anumals Worship of Gurus of
religious teachers 1s frequent, as ts also the use of a mantra or watchword
to which supernatural power 1s attnibuted  Sectarian groups are roughly
dinided into Varshnavites, worshiping Vishnu - Svaites, worshipers of
Snva, and Sahtas, worshipers of Siva's wife, Kal

The use of sectarial marks or tilaks on the forehead or other exposed
area to distinguush groups 1s frequent In the Central Prosinces the Snaite
mark consists of a mere honizontal line with or without 2 dot below or
above the line or on the middle line, and with or without an oval or half
oval, a triangle, a cone, ot any other pointed or arched figure having its
apex upwn ard The figure of a crescent moon or of a trnident 1s also used
Marhs are made by hand o by metallic stamps with ashes collected from
the sacesficral Aire of from burned condung sandalwood paste or turmeri
n of lime juice and saltpeter

steeped 1 a solutio
; lly mike two perpendicular lines on their foreherds

Varshna ites usul
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with or without a dot of che between them “They also marh on theit
bodies the emblerns of Vishew such a8 the discus, the conch, the mace, and
the Jotus There ase alsa other signs employed with colors of red and
yellow ot black made from sandalwood paste, of from chircost taken
fcorm  fire 1n which icense has been buened before an amage, or of clay
bronght from a sured place  Subdusions have separate marks a5, for
example, the folloners of Ramanuja, who make a siumple white hine
between the eyes curved lihe the letter Y or U and a central red nark
Masks, madentally, are also used by castes 35 wel) as by sects

The tehgious of sectaman ke tastes mumbered 2,755,900 marbets
im 1901 Most of the grest ordess enginated 10 south India aad a$ part
of the teaction agunst Buddlusm Some ongunated with Sanharacharya
the Sawz eeformer and many more from Ramanuja  Oa rexchuag upper
india the constitution and practice was altered by Ramananda and Cha
tanya, who mingated the austentties and exclusneness of these groups
from their onginal limitation to Brahman and Rajput recruits, they were
opened to members of lower castes and split 1nto celibate or ascetic sections
of clergy on the an¢ hand, and domestic or householdet 1ay members on
the othet  Beth exclusne and cathohie branches develaped  The exclnens

P

B .

> upyel amurt WeLe 3te many Monastenies which supply the shaerat
teachiers of the sects The mabants or abbots may take up moneglending
on the strength of their endow ments and charges

The distribution of rehigions i India s of considerable ethme snserest
‘The adherenits of Hindwsm propet predominate m the center and south

of the country making up o less than 89 pescent of the population
Madras Spane cor- - = -° .

a0d w Bomba . ‘
Onssa, and in

N pes e issasy, and the Ga
Saktas are mainly focated i Bengal and Snace Bmh:\;m:g?:\‘t‘h’:g::::
The Lingagat grovp 15 mamly ceatered 1n Mysore and adyomng aceas
Sikdrs ace focalized 10 the eastern Punjab 2ad Jatns 1n Aymes Merwara and
Uts ensttons, as well a5 10 parts of Bombay Tribat relxgxo;ns are f md
prpaniy i Bihar, Oussa Centeal Provances, Assam, and, to a feys & -
'o B Mol Rayptama, Contl o, Wydorid, wnd Kastms
@ ”:é:: 1€ most numerous sn Gos, Cochen, Travancore, Chota Na o
e 13 and Jantia Hills and 1 seapacts  Syvastes, Varshnay ;\;g}::;
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i soul, mind, and body, and their chief glory 15 n bearing sons The
Brahman 1s a dwine being who should be sersed and never molested
Morality and the abiding by caste custom are synonymous Each soul 1s
reborn 1n a higher or a lower estate for countless incatnations and its
ultimate salvation or release lies 1n murvana or absorption by the unnersal
World Soul All events n ones life are predetermined by prior merito
rious or evil actions 1n former exstence (harma) Non hilling 1s a most
excellent duty, for to take Iife of erther man or animal 1s sinful  Meat
eating 1s condemned because 1t involves the tahing of life  Manual labor
15 considered degrading and should be tesenved for those who by their
demersts have been reborn into a lower caste

The operation of many of these punaples can be seen in the career
of Mahatma Gandht Durning his campaign for swaray he applted the prin
caple of satyagraha or nontesistance to police action mn regard to strihes
and also promulgated a pohcy of alumsa or nonvsolence 1n carsymng out
his program

The principal festnvals of the Hindus are dedicated to the worship and
hononng of Sna Kushna Rama, Durgs, and Ganesha To determine the
dates of the festivals two calendrical systems are widely used (1) the
Saha Era which dites from AD 78 and commences its year 1n March
and (2) the Vihrama Samiat which dates from 57 BC and commences
its year 1n September

Among the Hindu adherents, Siva 1s frequently represented by a phallic
symbol, such as the male organs or lingam, his wives by the female organs
or yoni, while Vishau 1s always represented by an image The major ttems
of sacnfice are gran fruts, flowers, or mulk although followers of Kali
(wife of Sna) sacrifice goats or other ammals Worship of Gurus or
religrous teachers 15 frequent as 15 also the use of a mantra or watchword
to which supernatural power 15 attributed Sectanian groups are roughly
distded into Vaishnavites worshiping Vishnu  Spvattes worshipers of
Siva, and Saktas, worshipers of Srva's wife, Kaly

The use of sectaital marks or tilaks on the forehead or other exposed
area to distingussh groups 1s frequent In the Central Provinces the Snaite
mark consists of a mere honzontal line with or without a dot below or
above the hine or on the middle line, and with or without an oval or half
oval, a triangle, a cone, or any other pomted or arched figure having sts
apex upward  The figure of a crescent moon or of a trident 15 also used
Marks are made by hand or by metallic stamps with ashes collected from
the sacrifical fire or from burned cowdung, sandilwood paste, or turmeri,
steeped 1o a solution of lime juice and saltpeter

Vashnntes usually make two petpendicular lines on therr forcheads
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with or without a dot or amle between them They also math on (hu:l
bodies the emblems of Vishnu, such s the discus, the tondh, the muz. an .
lhe fotws There are also other signs employed with colots of rl: im
yeliow or black mude from sandalwood paste, ot from charcod ;1 ‘cn
from a fire 10 Which 1ncense has beent buned before an mage, or of clay
brought from a sacred place Subdiisions have stpar.frc maths as, for
example the followers of Romunuja, who make 3 simple white hrf
betmeen the eyes cunved hke the letter Y or U and a central red marl
Marks, inadentatly, are afso used by castes as well as by sects
The teligions or sectsnan hike castes numbered 2,795,900 members
10 1901 Most of the great orders onginated 1n south Inchs snd a5 pant
of the reaction aganst Buddbism  Some ongmated with Sanharachacss,
e Suva reformet, and wany mote from Ramangja  On reaching uppet
fndia the <onstitution and practice was alteted by Ramananda and Char
taoys, who mitigated the austenties and exclusiveness of these groups
Feom thete otignal hmitation fo Brahman and Rajput recrunts, they were
opened to members af lawer castes and spht mto cefibate or ascetic sections
of clergy on the one hand, and domestic or householder lay members, on
the other Both exclusne and catholic branches deseloped  The exdlusive
Vasshoavas of Bengal tended to develop endogamous communiies smoag
their Inty and these often tame 10 constitute the mayonty of sea members
In upper Indiz there re many monastertes whuch supply the sunerant
teachers of the sects The mahants or abbots may take up monzsleading
on the strength of their endowments and charges
The distubution of religions 1 India is of considerable ethmc interest
The adherents of Hindwism proper predomaste i the center and south
of the country, making up 60 less than 89 percent of the populatson 1n
Madras Snaite seats preponderate m the Tamil arez, 1 Kashmut, Nepal,
and w Bowbay, while Vavhnavas ate centered n Tehngans, Guyarat,
Otssa and 1 pacts of Bengal, w Acsam, and the Gangetic provinces
Saktas are manly located n Bengaf and Stvatte Beabmans 1n the Deccan
T Loy o 3 o el oM g
n the exstern Pungab s0d Jains 1 Apmer Merwara and

s ensirons as well a3 in pants of Bomba

prmanty wn Bihar, Onssa, ('.P;nm\ Provmc:s’,’ A’:‘nbﬂ s re found
1o Bengal, Madsas, Rajputana Centraf Indua,
Chnistians are most numetows 15 Gos, Cochn, ;
the Khasua and Juntia Hills and (o sﬂpﬂ!\,
10 2 lesser extent Saktas, ate fonnd thraagho
Tuns preponderate w Sid western Punyab,
Buddhists are found along the submcmnm;

sasm, and, to a less degree,
Hyderabad, and Kashmsr
Travancore, Chota Nagper,
s, Snaites, Vashnavas, and
ut the Gangetic valley Mus
Kashmur, and eastern Bengal
tracts of the Himalayas, espe
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cally 1n Nepal, Kashmir, and the Assamese borderlands, as well 25 i
central and southern Ceylon

The census has never been sery satisfactory 1n its gathenng of data on
Hindu sects Wheteas comparatuely the most complete data were ob
tained on castes n the census of 1901, only a few of the provinces gne
extensive sectartan data for that year, and the same 1s true for the next
most complete survey made 1n 1911 In the latter year a survey of Hindu
sects 1n the Punjab indicated the following types of groupmng Religious
orders of mare o less strict ascetecs, such as Batcagt, Faker, and Yogr,
saint worshipers, such as Kabupanthi, Pan) pirra, and Rar Dasta, orthodox
Hindus of the Sanatan Dharma, who were the most numerous, sects
worshiping Mushim saints, such as Sativana, sects of low castes, such as
the Lalbegt and Balmihi, reformust sects, such as the Arya Samay and
Nanak Panthi, and miscellaneous groups

The census of 1901 found two great sectarian groups 1n Bengal, namely,
the Sakta who were located 1n the east, north, and west of Bengal and
who were strongest among Kochs, Mechs, Tiparas, and Baidyas Their
worship was primarily of Kali, Durga, Parvat, and others of Sivas wives,
and their sacred texts the Tantras They were formerly teputed to be
divided into night and left hand groups The latter indulged 1n immoral
practices and worshsped flesh, wine, women, fish, and finger signs

The second group 1n Bengal were the Vaishnavas, located 1n the central
patts of the province and strongest among the Kubarttas, Chandals,
Rajbansis, Subarnabanths, and Batdyas They were organized as part of a
revolt agamnst Saktism and under the smpetus of Chuitanyas reforming
zeal One offspring of the Vaishnava sects was the Kartabhaja group, who
attempt to reconcile Islam and Hindwsm In addition to these major
groups Kabirpanthis and Nanahshahis were numetous 1n Bengal, and
there were also Seo Narayarams and Panchpinya  These latter groups
with their emphasis on the reconaihation of Islam and Hindwsm werte
strong 1n Bihar also

In Assam the Vaishnavas constiuted about two thirds of the Hindu
population with Saktists about 15 percent and Snaites less than 2 percent
1n 1901

The census of 1891 in the Northwest Provinces and Oudh indicated
an exceedingly prolific develop of sectarran groups A few sectanans
followed the purer Vedtc beliefs, such as the Smartas who were followers
of Sanharacharya, and the worshipers of Saura (the sun god) Agm
(fire), and planet worshipers The followers of various sects under Puranic
Vashnavism numbered over 7 millions and constituted 22 percent of the
mong them could be found desotees of Rama Krishna

population A
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Haouman, Lakshon, and vanous other deities regarded as incarnations of
Vishau The folloners of Sivaistic beliefs numbered 8 mullions, or 21
pescent of the population, and included devotees of Ganesa, Parvaty,
Bhaiton, and Nandi  The adherents of Saktism nurabered 10 millions, ot
oves 25 percent of the population, and included sorshipers of disease
detties, such a5 smalipox (Sitala), cholera, 2nd other serpent gods, ghosts,
and sputs  There were, 10 addition, sects devoted to the worship of
Mushun sunts, ancestral ot caste gods, such as Chutragupta of the Kayasths,
and Visvaharma of the arhisans, low-caste gods, willage, forest, and local
gods, mer gods, holy places, deified devotees, and muscellaneous Puranic
gods The animustic or tribal cults appear to have numbered about 2%
pescent of the populatson, wheress sanous unspecified noasectacisn and
monothewstic groups numbered 53 milkions, ar 14 percent

Ia Bombay the Sivantes 1ncluded 1n 1901 over 2 hundeed sects or over
3 miflion persons of which the Pashupat and Sanbarachan were most
numerots The Vaihnaas ocluded about half a milion persons divided
10to numeraws sects of which the follawers of Ramanupa, Ramanands,
Vallsbhachan, Madhwvachan and Visvashnan were most anmeroys There

were next about 800 000 Lingsgats, and these were follosed by the
Saktas Al the remanag sects o

umbered at most a few thousand follow ers
cach and were aumencally emmportant groups, a5 for example the fol
lowess of Kabur and Parinam In the Kathiawar Pemnnsula the Vashnava
setts preponderated 1n contrast wath Bombay Pproper
In Midfas no extensne class

sification of sects seems to have been at
tempted In the Central Prov,

1nces the outstanding groups were Kabue
panthts, Naoakpanthus, and Satnamis

In Hyderabad, according to the census of 1911
Lingagats, Manbhavs, and followers
Ramanuya (stshzadwamm), and Ma
vancore the census of 1901 revedled siy major sects, with Saivas most
Pronunent, followed by Vashnavas, Smartas, Madhavsts Saktists, and
%dvamsh The sectenin serans from most of south India (Cochm,

2V .
- gm: e} have grown feehler, ndicating 2 wamng interest 1n the

18 Centeal Indig the most
of numbers V.

o the mijor sects were
of Sandaracharya {Advatistsy,
dhavichatya {Dwastssts})  In Tea

prominent sects 10 1901 wery
aishnavas, Smartas, Saktas,
In the Baroda teturns of gel,

¢, 16 the order
Srvates Sty Vasshnavas, and
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Swattes or Smartas, Sahtas, Vaishnavas, such as followers of Ramananda,
Vallabhachan, Ramanuja, and Swamenarayan, (5) sects on the border
line of Hindussm and Islam, such 1s the Prrant Panth, (6) sects tending
toward tribal religions, such s the Devt bhakta, and degraded Vaishnavas
(Han Bava, Tulst Upasak, etc ), and (7) Hindu unspecified and mus
cellaneous

Although 2 number of the sectaran movements have been opposed
to caste (at first, at least, as 1o Janism, Lingayatism, etc ) the adoption
of caste practices and theology eventually seems to have taken place sn
most instances  The Jains, for example, have divided their gods by cste
and now hwve sweeper gods,” as well as Brahman deities  Simulatly the
Stnhalese Buddhists have divided their heavens into compartments, each
ruled by the god of a particular rank 1n the social hieracchy of castes

The Jans date their religion from Mahavira, who was Buddhas con
temporary around 2,500 years ago (599 to 527 BC) The cult 15 dffes
entiated from Hindwsm by an absence of Brahman prests and by s
emphasis upon the 24 Tirthankaras or Kshatriya samnts who are worshtped
as gods Many schisms have been recorded and three major sects divide
the allegiance of the community today One group believes 1n absolute
nudity as far as practical circurnstances will allow  The Jains as a whole
are distinguished by thesr unusual regard for antmal life and its preser
vation and for the seventy of therr monastic disciphine 1mposed upon
the clergy

Caste and sect often overlap i a confusing manner The comverted
Hindu Catholics of Goa are divided mto Brahmans, Charadas (Chatois),
Sudras, Renders (palm tree tappers) Gavdas (saltmakers), and other
castes, intermarriage between which 1s said to be rare  The same situa
tion exists among the 4 mullion Sthhs who, as a religious group, ate
divided 1nto 12 major caste or sect groups and many minor ones  Stmt
larly, the Lingayats are divided into three major castes and mnnumerable
subcastes, and intermarriage esen among the latter 15 becoming sare
The Cochin Jews, although numbering only 1,248 1n 1911, were dnvided
into white, brown and black castes

The Christian group, small 15 it s relative to the total Hindu popula
tion, 15 much subdinided  Anglicans numbered about half a mullion 1n
1921, with one fifth of their members 1n Madras  Baptists were 114,179,
chiefly 1n Madras, Congregitronalists were 123016 chiefly 1n Travan
core, Lutherans were 240,316, prmacily ta Madras, Methodsts were
208,135, mawaly m the Umted Provinces, Presbyterians were 254,838
and mostly m the Punjab, while Roman Catholics were 1823079, of
which most wete 1n Madtas and Travancore, Bombay, and Bihar Otiss1
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Snvates or Smartas, Sthtis, Vaishnavas, such as followers of Ramananda,
Vallabhachan, Ramanuja, and Swamtnarayan, (5) sects on the border
line of Hinduism and Istam, such as the Purana Panth, (6) sects tending
toward trbal religions, such as the Devt bhakta, and degraded Vashnavas
(Han Bava, Tulst Upasak, etc ), and (7) Hindu unspeafied and mis
cellaneous

Although a number of the sectarian movements have been opposed
to caste (at first, at least, as m Jaism, Lingayatism, etc ) the adoption
of caste practices and theology eventually seems to have taken place
most instances  The Jains, for example, have divided their gods by caste
and now have sweeper gods,” as well as Brabman deities Simtlarly the
Sinhalese Buddhusts htve divided their heavens into compartments, each
ruled by the god of a partrcular cank mn the sociaf hiecarchy of castes

The Jamns date their religion from Mahavira, who was Buddhas con
temporary around 2,500 years ago (599 to 527 BC) The cult 1s differ
entrated from Hinduism by an absence of Brahman priests and by its
emphasis upon the 24 Tirthankaras or Kshatriya samts who are worshiped
as gods Many schisms have been recorded and three major sects divtde
the allegiance of the community today One group believes 1n absolute
nudity as far as practical circumstances will allow  The Jains as a whole
are distingwished by their unusual regard for amimal hfe and its preser
vation and for the sevenity of therr monastic discipline imposed upon
the clergy

Caste and sect often overlap tn a confusing manner The comverted
Hindu Catholics of Gor ate divided into Brahmans, Charidas (Chatris),
Sudras, Renders (palm tree tappers) Gavdas (saltmakers), and other
castes, intermarriage between which 1s said to be rare  The same situz
tion extsts among the 4 million Sikhs who, as a religious group, are
divided 1nto 12 major caste or sect groups and many munor ones  Simt
larly, the Lingayats are divided 1nto three major castes and innumerable
subcastes, and intermarriage even among the latter 1s becoming rare
The Cochin Jews, although numbering only 1248 (n 1911, were dnided
into white brown, and black castes

The Chustian group, small as it 15 relative to the total Hindu popula
tion, 15 much subdivided Anghcans numbered about half a mullion 1n
1921, with one fifth of thesr members in Madras  Baptists were 411,179
chiefly 1n Madras, Congregationalists were 123,016, chiefly 1 Travan
core, Lutherans were 240 316, prmanly tn Madras, Methodists were
208,135, mawnly n the Umted Provinces, Presbyterians were 254,838
and mostly 1n the Punjab, winle Romin Catholics were 1,823,079, of
which most were 1n Madras and Travancore Bombay, and Bihar Oriss1
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PLATE 14

prtr Snake charmers at Delht The wandening gypsy castes who practice snake charmung are
found all over dndia This 1s a scene which might be duplicated anymhere 1n that county A
gourd flute 1 the typical nstrument employed

Lower A member of the barber caste Not much capital 15 required 10 set up a shop on the
roadside or sidewalk The barber 15 the gossip of the willages and perforce often acquires a high
sr‘:tus because of bus wnside knowledge Brahmancal worship fequares shaving as a necessary feature
of 1ts ntes
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Upper Bombay Parsce priests The Parsee priests are a caste apart from the lay Parsees All
Parsecs are descended from Persian immugrants to India in the eighth century AD  Today they ate
leaders in finance social advance and political progress

Lower Sikh recruits to the Indian army of Jat extractton The Jats are peasants and fighters
of the Punjab who are thought to be descended from imading tribes migrating from ceatral Asta
about the ume of Chrst

{Photographs from Information Officer Agenqy General fir India Washington D C)
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Ceylonese Catholicism w8 also numencally ympostant  The Sahation
Ammy bad a total of 88,422 adherents, manly 1n the Punjab and Travan
cote Jacobite Synian Chnistians numbered 252,999, pumanfy w Travzn
core, while Romo Syrians were 423,698, chiefly 1n Coctun and Travancore
The Parsees are located manly 1w Guparat and Bombay 2nd ace the
descendants of Persuns who megrated to fodia on the conquest of theit
country by the Musluns i the eighth century Thers vernaculat language
\s Guyarats and their rehgion 2 form of the ancient Zoroastnianrsm  They
are diided nto 1o sects 2nd, 1n addition, the priesthood 15 @ caste apart
from the laty They are an enterpnsiag commercul class and figure
prominently among the tellectual and propressnve capitafist groups of
India. Sir Jamshedjs N Tata, one of their members, founded the present
day steed works m eastern Indha, promoted st hydsoelectnie schemes for
harnessing the heavy monsoon ramfall on the Western Ghats, and inituted
vanous educational and welfare movements  Early Parsee entreprencurs
are reputed to hve engaged in the toddy trade, an activaty disdamed by the

more respectsble and orthodot Bamas, and to hate built up fortunes
thereby

FINE ARTS

The music of the Indian prople includes elements {rom both the Hindw
and the Musfim cultural inhentances The melodies are classified as 36
traditional aifs or ragas, and each of these consists of 5 6, or 7 notes
which are constantly used Although there 1s a Hinda system of musical
fotatian, the music 15 maunly passed down by ear  These are no chords
bars or harmony The melodses are complex tn scale and thythm the
scale baving 22 quarter tones

The dramy in Indua 18 spparently 2 detrsatve of the rectation of the
Epics of the Mahabhacats 2nd the Ramayans The Grech imasions seem
10 have sntroduced other features to the Hindu drama  In classecal plys
the scenery 15 scanty, and the performance begins with a prologue 1n which
the play 15 discussed At the end 1s an epilogue 10 which the author calls
upon his favonte dedy to brng prospenty to the countty In modern
dramas mattess of socal reform are deaft with, and 2 natve film ndustry
has grown up since the Fiest World War

Most of the terature of the Indian peoples 15 m serse  Each of the
major sernaculyr languages has developed a poctic nerature of 1ty own
with Uteracy figuces of India wide renown In Maharashtea the verses of
Trhnm are heatd, (o Hindustan those of Tulst Dus, and 1n Bengal those
of the more recent Rabwdranath Tagote  Sumalacly, the subject of the
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Interature varies from province to province In Bihar and Omnssa, for
example, the lore of Knshna lusing the milkmaids with his flute s pre
eminent

Among other formatwve atts the dance has been cultivated from time
immermonal by the Indians Swva, as the lord of the dance, 15 frequently
found 1n images The symbolic gestures of the dance, or mudras, require
complete control over the muscles of the face, eyes, and body Great
emphasts 1s Jard on the positions of the hands and fingers, for which the
performance requires a high degree of suppleness Modern exponents of
the classical dances such as Uday Shankar and Menaka have achieved
world wide fame There 1s a regonal vanation in dance forms withtn
Indua, the elaborate Kathakali of the south contrasting with the vigorous
Kathak of the notth and the freer Manipur: dances of Bengal

Both Indian panting and sculpture have had chrefly historic signdficance
mn recent times  Sculpture has long been 2 handmatden to temple archt
tecture, while painting has found more variegated expression  The elabo
rate pamnting of Buddhist ttmes has survived tn the murals of the temples
and palaces of southern India In the north on the other hand, mmiature
painting developed among the Rajputs and was taken over and elaborated
by the Moguls The latter applied the art to the pageantry of court scenes
war, the chase, flowers, and ammals

GAMES AND RECREATIONS

The games and otber recreations of India vary with the region  As
examples of these, however, we will mention the recreatrons 1n Maha
rashtra The games of the guls are mostly indoor and consist of dancing
and romping exercuses, playing with shells or fever nuts, or games with
matked wooden stups which serve the purpose of Indian backgammon
The games of the boys consist of tops, kites, maypole dances, and other
sports It dandu s played by means of the Ity, a small wooden stich 4
1nches long and tapering at both ends, and a Dandu, a wooden stick about
a foot Jong and rather flattened at one end A small hole called a Gully
15 made 10 the ground and over 1t 1s placed the It This 1s then struch by
the Dandu placed agamnst 1t from behind  The distance from the pit
(Gully) to the place where the Its lands 15 now measured by the Dandu,
and the number of times sts length 1s scored in Telugu numerals As
10 our own country, the games of the boys and girls vary with the seasons,
the hte season s after the monsoon, and thete are also top and marble

seasons



I, DIA—GILBERT »

Among adalts anous forms of games of chance sre popular Kates may
be flosn and special devices used to cut each other s stungs which afferds
at opportunuty for bets Betting on cotton PrICes 18 COMMOD 10 Bombay
Playung cards contan 120 cards to 2 pack, and the game 15 played by theee
men atatime It 1s named after the 30 avatars of incarnations of Vishnu,
and the cards arc colored red, jelion, green, brown, and black, one color
being used for tap avatars

Other secreations 1 Tnda today ate Eutopean sports such as football,
endat, hockey golf, tennus, billueds, pagpong, badmiaton, and horse
raang The populanty of these receations 1 prumanly with the European
12ed section of the papulation

PUMITIVE AREAS

In contesst to the permeation of the Brahmanic socral system from top
(0 bottom by the aboriginal elements, there are still many semnants of the
abongina) communtties which preceded the Atyan i Indit who have
escaped absorption by Brah and p d their b e by
teason of zesidence i relatnely inaccessible il and forest aveas

The most unportant of the tracts sohabited by these groups s the
Ceninal Belt which comprises the preat plateau of Chots Nagpus, with
a extension nosth actoss the Santal Parganas to the Ganges at Rapmahal
Southwacd ths belt follows the ranges which separate Onssa from the
exstern parts of the Central Provinces, shicting the plaias of Chhapsgack
and contowng south as far as the Jower Godavan Westward from
Chota Nagpur the hul country passes aong the south of Shahabad and
Mirspur shittusg the Kaumor Range and the Vindhya to Mewac and the
Aravall Hills Almost exactly parallel and to the south of the Nerbadz
Rover aze the Mahadev and Sapura Ranges of Berar and Khandesh, end
g in the wooded country of eastern Gujarat Beginning at the western
end of the belt 15 the kate of the Sahyadrt or Western Ghats which, down
1 Bbor 13 niabited by 2 few small teibes of the same race and d;nnct:r
s the fotegoing  After 2 Bp. the next Jocality i which more prmutive

tribes ate found 15 the Ny
5 with th
und 1 U mmg) with ther detached atea sepatating Tra

The western hulls of the Aravalls w: estern
and
- o . Malwa constitute the SWest

er hall tube aeas stretch along the whole of
ﬁ:‘)l::: frontiers of Asta from Baluclustan ta the eastec costs of Bengal
- dt:;h of the major Jowland ethnsc ateas of Indua ate to be found
nd bands of hull country with their primitive cultuzes
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CASTT ARTAS

The caste groups of Indin are tied 1n with the nataral ensironment
i varous ways  In Pudulkottar the binglemakers must lnve near the rner
and the tank beds where bangle earth can be obtained, and the same 15
true of the patter caste 1n terms of potter s clay The Dhobs, or washermen
caste, are hinked with the areas contmming dhobt earth which 1s used n
washing clothes, and ths usually occurs 1n steeam beds  The saltworhers,
or Uppiliyars, are located near salt deposits, and the worhers m saltpeter,
the Upparas, are near sumtlar sources of supply Thus 1t can be seen that
the distribution of spectfic mtneral resources, or rather the surface exposure
of these minerals, helps determine caste distrsbution

Stmlacly the distribution of rivers and seacoasts helps characterze the
location of fishing and boating castes, the boundanes of specific animal
areas the location of shepherd castes and cattlemen castes and of plant areas
the distribution of palm toddy drawers and betel cultrvators

The locatron of royal courts and trade areas helps indicate the dis
tribution of trading and artisan castes whose business services and artistic
praducts are connected with these cultural areas Such groups as Brahmans
barbers, and scavengers are localized in terms of the castes served

In the Punjab 1n 1931 the main castes were the Jat, Rajput, Arain,
Chamar, and Brahman In the United Provinces the chief castes in order of
numbers are the Chamar, Bralman, Alir Rajput and Kurmi Farther east
in Bihar and Omnssa, the Goala, Brahman, Santal, Kurmt, and Rajput
predominate In Bengal the principal groups are Mahishya, Namasudra,
Rajbansi, Kayasth, and Brihman In the Central Provinces and Berar the
outstanding castes or tribes are Gond, Mehra Kunbt, Teli, and Ahir In
Madras the Unniyan, Paratyan, Adidravida Idiryan or Yadava, Mala and
Pallan stand out as most numerous In Mysore the most abundant castes
are the Vakhaliga, Adiharnatihg, Lingayat, Kuruba and Beda In Bombay
the main groups ate the Ramoshs, Koli Lingayat Dhangar and Lohana ®
In Rajputzna the Jat, Brahman Chamar Bhil and Rajput are most
numerous 1n the order named In Central India the Brahman, Chamar
Rajput, and Bhil preponderate  Linally among the Hindu population
of Kashmur and Jammu the Gujar Rajput Brahman and Jat are most

numerous
The lowest castes or depressed classes totaled 51,653 917 out of 239
193,635 Hindus 1 1931 “These groups 1re prohtbited from temples

[ ——
3 Bombay (espeaially Gujarat) castes are promanent in the South African Hindu
communtty, such as for example the Koli Mcmon Darp Khatn Pandar an)

Anavil Brahman
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shools wells bathung places and crematory ghats The dnmbutxgn 3.‘
the depressed geoups, such s Mala Chuhra, Parajpan Chamar, Dhed,
AGhar, a0d Namasudra was 10 terms Of numbers 1931 approwmately
15 follows

Luted Pr vinces 133143
Bongal 7999378
Madegs 1268182
i and Ocussa ,760071
Centeal Previnces and Berar 29271343
Assar 1930 439
Bowbay 1750424
Puniab 1218180
Out of the 3pp 1y 513 mullion dep { caste members about

924 207 werr {itecate

CLLTLRAL AND ETHNIC DIVISIONS

The ethic dnversity and the cultural unity of India constitutes somewha,
af a paradox There are many races and peoples imolved 1n the make up
of Indun sihizaton yet through the medwm of the caste system these
are brought together 1to a faurly unthied whole Within Hinduism the
cultural umity 1s marked and the major discordant note 1s struck by the
Nuslims

There 15 same geographiucal vananon n coltute within India howeser
which tequires notice  In the area aorth of the Vindhga cettan Agyan
cultute trats pred such as the Indo-E speech the jouqt
or amindan village the faruly cult of Brahman worship and the endo-
fmous socal group  South of the Vindhyys the Dyavidian speech 16
mathed the ryomars village predommates the temple cult of local god
desses and toxenmam with exogamic groups ate sutstanding trans In tetms
of clothing house types and food pethaps two major cultural subzeas
may be agam distingushed 1 the north and west the wheat cotton and
ceteaf growng asens are dryer and marked by a cool season n which heavier
dlothing 15 required 2nd mote substastial hounng In the south and east
2d o0 the cosstal aress generally 1n which nce buBlalo and the palm are
characterstic the climate 15 tropicat clothing 15 of the scantiest and housing
t5Pes of fight construction

I culture the geographical are more subtfe than
in matennad teats Language areas 1 the south serve to delineste Brah

!m]mal groups Jegal schools raste grouping and popular festrvals but
political disssions are hardly concidental with these areas In the north

anAtios
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CASTE ARFAS

The caste groups of Indi ate tied 1n with the natural environment
in vanous ways In Pudulkottar the banglemakers must Ine near the mer
and the tank beds where bangle earth can be obtained, and the same 1s
true of the potter caste 1n terms of potter’s clay The Dhobt, or washermen
caste, are linked with the areas containing dhobi earth which 1s used n
washing clothes, and this usually occurs 1n stream beds The saltworkers
ot Upptliyars, ate located near salt deposits, and the workers 1n saltpeter,
the Upparas, are near sumilar sources of supply Thus it can be seen that
the distabutron of specific mineral resources, or rather the surface exposure
of these minerals, helps determine caste distnibution

Simularly the distribution of nivers and seacoasts helps charactenize the
location of fishing and boating castes, the boundaries of speafic ammal
areas the locatton of shepherd castes and cattlemen castes, and of plant areas
the distribution of palm toddy drawers and betel cultiators

The location of royal courts and trade areas helps indicate the dis
tnbution of trading and artisan castes whose business services and artistic
products are connected with these cultural areas  Such groups as Brahmans,
barbers, and scasengers ate localized in terms of the castes sened

In the Punjab tn 1931 the main castes were the Jat, Rajput, Aran,
Chamar, and Brahman In the United Provinces the chief castes 1n order of
numbers are the Chamar, Brahman, Ahir, Rajput, and Kurmi  Farther east
1n Bihar and Omssa, the Goala, Brahman, Santal, Kurmy, and Rajput
predominate In Bengal the principal groups are Mahishya, Namasudta,
Rajbansi, Kayasth, and Bréhman In the Central Provinces and Berar the
outstanding castes ot tubes are Gond, Mehra, Kunby, Teli, and Ahir In
Madras the Unniyan, Paratyan, Adidravida, Idiryan or Yadava, Mala, and
Pallan stand out as most numercus In Mjsore the most abundant castes
are the Vakhaliga, Adikarnatiha, Lingayat, Kuruba and Beda In Bombay
the main groups ate the Ramoshi, Koli, Lingayat, Dhangar, and Lohana®
In Rajputana the Jat, Brahman, Chamar, Bhil, and Rajput are most
numerous n the order mamed fn Cemtrd fndia o Seatimn, (o
Rajput, and Bhil preponderate Tinally among the Hindu populatron
of Kashmur and Jammu the Gujar, Rajput, Brahman, and jat are most
numerous

The lowest castes or depressed classes totaled 51,653,917 out of 239
193,635 Hindus 1 1931 These groups are prohibited from temples

S,
® Bombay (especiilly Guparat) castes are prominent in the South Afnican Hindu

community, such as for example, the Koli Memon Darn Khatr: Patrdar and

Anavil Brahman
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RBesides the movements for geograptucally separate Palastan, Hindustan,
10d Dranidistan, there 1s Gandhe's Haryjsn movement in behalf of the
untouchable or depressed custes launched 10 1933 This 15 hadly 2
case of geographial particvlatism, bt represents a attempt to reinstate
2 now somenhat alwenated group withun the ranks of Hindwism proper
A sepasstistic movement of this group has been promoted by B R
Ambedkar

In addston to the myor cultural entities of Mushros, Hindustamss,
Deavidians, and Untouchables, there 15 2 &tk factor at fotce to be noted,
camely, the pumitne groups  Hitherto, the cultutal separatism of the hull
tribes hes boen marhed only in certam sectanan revivals and militacy
epnsings, but 1t 15 quite possible that movements for tnbal cultural
aotonomy may develop anto as marked a force in the future a5 the
“sevolt of the untouchables” 1s teday

SUMMARY QUTLINE OF THE SOCIAL UNITS OF INDIA

Caster—The four Varnas are subdivided 1nto sbout 3,000 castes, which are 1n
tura broken down nto several 10 000 s of subcastes, these latter again are sphit up

;n\n £otnas or oiher exogamous groups, which finslly are divisibie o kulas or
amuies,
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language areas and political areas coincide farly well, but other non
matenal factars overlap to a remarkable degree In other words, one can
hardly follow any consistent system or scheme in dividing India into
cultural subareas 1n terms of matersal and nonmatenal traits

Two cultural countercurrents charactenize the soctal forces 1n present
day India, first, the movement for Swara), or independence with an all
India government, which 1s supported by the Congress Party and s
Brahman Bama leaders, and second, the particularistic tendencies of region
alism charactenized by such movements as Pakistan and Dravidistan Gandht
15 asserted to have foreseen this impasse and to have striven to avoid 1t by
once proposing a federation of separate linguistic or ethnic areas i 2
greater India

Sir Mahomed Iqubul sutiated the movement for a separate arca of
Mushim states tn India before the Muslim League ta 1930 Mr Rehmat
Ah gave the name  Pahistan” tn 1933 to the 1dea of separating Sind, Kash
mur, patts of Punjab, Bengal, and other areas from the rest of Inda on the
grounds of their preponderantly Mushm population  On March 26, 1940,
the Muslim League at 1ts Lahote session passed a resolution favonng the
creation of a Mushm state from areas 1n northern and western India where
Muslims were in a majonty as a federation of Muslim umts At one ttme
1t was even proposed to include Hyderabad State in the Deccan 1n Pahistan
A mulitant and apparently Fascistic movement, the Khaksacs, onginated
among the Punjab Mushims 1n 1932 and eventually came 1ato open con
flict with the Government

The for an independent or sem 1ndependent area composed
pnmarily of areas of Dravidtan speech has had less publiaty, yet 1s quite
as stgntficant as the Pakistan movement Somewhat prior to the orgamza
tion of the imtially Brahmanist Congress Party n 1885, the Self Respect
Movement was tiated tn Bombay tn 1872 by antt Brahmanical southern
ers  After the World War of 1914 1918, thss force became especally
powerful as the non Brahman movement and organized its own political
group the Justice Party, 1n 1925 Throughout its history this movement
centered 1n Bombay and Madras and was marked by hostility to the Brah
mans, whom 1t regarded as representatrves of the non Dravidian or Aryan
north 1t
—

10 The Mushm Lesgue was formed mn 1906 to provide Mushm polical repre
s and assure adequate quotas of employment in the government

sentation n election:

service
11 A movement for an autonomous Andhra or Telingana has also gotten under

way sice the Dravidistan movement has fallen under Tamil domenance
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Besides the masements for geogeaphcally separate Pahistan, Hindustan,
a0d Dravidsstan, there 15 Gandhes Haryjan movement 1n behalf of the
untouchable of depressed castes launched m 1933 This 15 hardly a
case of phucal p y n, but rep an attempt to renstate
2 now somewhat ahenated group within the ranks of Hindwmsm proper
A sepaatisuc movement of this group has been promoted by B R
Ambedkar

Tn addition to the major cultural entities of Mushums, Hindustanis,
Drasidians and Ugtouchables there 15 a &fth factor of force to be noted,
qarsely, the primitive groups  Hitherto, the cultural separatism of the hill
tribes bus been muched only 1o certan sectanan gevivals and miitary
upastags, but it 15 qute possible that movements for trbal cuftural
autonomy may develop into as marked 2 force 1n the foture as the

tevolt of the untouchables” 1s today

SUMMARY OUTLINE OF THE SOCIAL UNITS OF [NDIA

Castes —The fout Vamas arc subdissded yato sbout 3,000 castes, mhch are 1
twm broken dowa 10to several 10000 s of subcastes, these latter again are split up
it gotras of other exogamous groups which finally are diviible 1to kulas o
famiies
Tribes —From 200 1o 300 major tnbal groups are dwided wmto subtribes, anJ
these Jatter 1t tum broken down into exogamous umits ot clans which 1a south
Indiz often conade with willages
Religrons —Hindwse, Tslam, and tnbal seligions are the three magor groupings
Hinduism 15 drvisitle unto thee major sections Varhnavas, Sivanes, and Saktas
These three secuons are 1 turn hroken up snto an aggregate of more than 100 sects
"The Jatter are agata prade up of conntless temple (village) EIOUPS, monastery groups,
and shine (household) votanes Islam 15 diwaded imto & Suan oaajonty and Shiah
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CASTFS AND TRIBLS
THE $YySTEM

The term caste s derned from a Portuguese word used with refes
ence to the Hindu socual groups of pure and undiluted Iineage  The most
frequently used Hindu vernacular term 15 jatr or breed  The castes are
divided nto four great classes or Varnas, namely, the Brahman, the
Kshatriya, the Varsya and the Sudra  The Brahman 1s at the head of the
processton and 1s the heystone of the whole scheme T'ollowing him comes
the Rajput (counterpart of the ancient Kshatriya) who constitutes the
nobility of India and champron of Hindursm agamst Islam  Followng the
Rajput come the trading and wating castes which clatm membership n
the Vaisya group At the base are the Sudras, or mass of the population,
who are cultivators and artisans in the mam  The ciean Sudras stand
above the unclean Sudras or Untouchables, who may not be contacted
by members of the upper castes

The caste system has proved difficult for Americans to understand ®
Astde from the occasional tounst busiess, or mussionary susttors to
Inda, direct contact with the system has been practically absent In the
carly tnentieth centuty, a few caste Hindus appeired in Cahforma as
part of a migration across the Pacific Ocean from Hong Kong and other
Chinese ports '8 The peculiar customs of these tmmigrants, therr separate
and exclusie mess and buak groups theur turbaned or rag  headdress
their comparatively lower standards of Ining and other trarts did not
appeal to the Cabforna agncultunssts At about this time, Hindu wit
nesses were called before a Congressional immigration commuttee to
explain which castes of Hindus might enter the Untted States under
the law as Caucasians and which might not Needless to sy the en
planations were not very enlightening

The recent encounters of American soldters and therr officers with
caste 1 India wself during the present war have been rather amusing at
times ‘The soldier boy writing home told proudly that for the first time
n s Iife he had  a bearer  In many American army camps i India
the famed army drudgery of AP proved to be nothing more arduous
than seeing to st that native emplojees observed ordinary sanstary rules
Amenican soldiets often found 1t difficult to understand why ther
bearers refused to help out by sweeping a room or doing some laundn

_—
1° An Amencan b miking tments n Indian T 15 amme

drately foiled by the caste Iimtations on avalable abor
13 Maraly Stkh and other Pumjabi groups
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work, tasks which they regarded as beneath therr caste function 3¢ One
magnatee enlsted man kept tus beater folling dice ovet and over for
several houts 2 day to see 1f the law of averages really worked Others
emploged their bearers as shortstops and falders 1o tnpromptu baseball
gamss posing for photagraphs o scratching backs

The Inghsh spehung world employs such terms as  untouchsble,
mruh  and  outeast wath pertinent geference to cnmunal or other
degraded groups who i western socety mught be regarded as the
Tndians do their lowest socsd groups, Agata we m Amenca spesk of
certun fam les of old Amencan New England stock as Boston Brah
mans tefernng to a proud and aloof upper caste in the socal uerarchy
When Chadles Dacwin and other naturalists of the eighteenth century
dsconered certan dleatly marked funcuonal subdivisions among ants
aad other sool insects they found 1t most converuent to refer ta ths
phenomenon 25 caste  hus borrowing 4 term from Indun socal hfe
1n 388 non sociologusts have recently taken to describing the relztionstups
of Negroes and Whites 1n the United States and elsewhere in the Western
Hem sphere s caste groupings  again showing a borrowing of the term
from Hindu society

To make the system more real we mught put the Indian castes tnto 2
moderss Amencan skyscraper with the upper castes at the 1op and the lower
at the bottow  The penthouse and upper stories would house the Brab
:hms in 2ll theae major vanetses Sanmadhya, Andichya, Sarasvat Gaur etc
Pwltlssi: v\é\:;d cortespond to the dergy in our own culture Insh Catholie,

olic Scatch Yish Presbytenan  Negro Baptist English Epus
copal etc.
n\:ln ;hhe stories next below we would place the Rajputs Gurbhas Dogras
er 1ol 2y castes ‘These would correspond to our own tank corps

aralty aatiurcraft units wfantry ete. Below the military would be S,e
:md:;)e stortes of the skyscraper occupsed by Banias Khatn  Aroras and
":’ “h V“ S§% groups In our own socety these would be small and

Eﬂ ;;sn(:ssmcu bankers managers enguaeers etc

ally tow

o St s 50 e s s ot e
gltf‘lsnuths ec These would correspond to n"E o m% barbers

o easmars

e W tqueeze the rermnnder of Hindu socety

¢ The

ot m;b::ffrx:’m Q:::n \ehn;ihx by some to have ongaated 1 palangu o carners

st beanog o tb” Ki’l; :xsaw domesuc servants drawn from fshing 2nd
3
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o] the unleen Sadras (Bshers, pomads, washermen shosmaless warvers,
browess, prters, and strest deaners) whuch zre more famLedl lmvwn 2
uttoarhables These would correspond 10 ozr owa soqerw 1o runemn
mipgetory lzbor, neer do-wells, hobos, trzmps, bams, prostrres, sell
tine gangstess, and paupers

‘The noted English writer on ceste, St H H. Rusley has also provid~d
an snteresting western parallel for our better understanding of Indan
cate Imagine that all the people who bear the surn2me of Smuth were
to constitute 2 caste on the Indian model All Smiths would trace their
onpin back to 2 mythical ancestor named Smuth who first converted the
sough stone hatchet 1into 2 bronze battle ax and took his name from the
stnooth weapon which he wrought for Ius tube  Since that time 2 Smuth
must always marry a Smith and never a Brown, Jones, or Robinson

Tater the entire caste of Smuth split up 1nto a large number of mmarry
g cans based on all sorts of trvial distinctions  Thus there would be
vegctanian Smuths, total abstainer Smuths, potk eating Smuths, hyphenated
Sniths, New I'ngland Smuths, Baptist Smuths, Scotch Irish Smuths, etc, all
of which would confine marnage within their own ranks Still further,
we would find within cach of these inmarrying clans a number of sub
dwistons or outmarrying groups beating distinctive names and governed
by rules preventing a man of the same name marzyng a giel of that name
Ich of these divissons would trace descent from a traditional ancestor

1 1ch inmaerying clan would be found also divided up 1ato several sub
«fmt which would form a sort of ascending scale of social distinctions
ihus the New Inglind Smiths might be divided up 1nto (1) Newport
Stths, (2) Bar Harbor Smuths, and (3) Andover Smiths A man of the
Inghest, or Newport, Smuths might marey any gil of his own group or of
the two lower clusses, a Bar Harbor Smith man might take a Bar Harbor
wife or Andover wife while an Andover man would be restricted 1n s
chotee of 1 wife to lus own group Thus a woman would never marry
Jdown but most desitably marnes up (n the social scale  As a result, two-
thirds of the Newport Smuth girls get no husbands and two thirds of the
Andorer men no wines

I 1 of the inmarrying clans must dine primanly with its own members
and reuprocal dimng relitions betneen these groups are imited to those
confections into which water has not entered, to anything with cow products
such 1 chocolate or candy but not coffee or tez, to tee cream on metal but
not on porelam plates, etc.

1 1h of the two of three thousand commonest English surnames woald
form a dutinct caste 2long the hines <kerched for the Suvh group above,
W thit o one could marry ourede of his caste Iine and then could marry
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only within Tumits which are prescubed by testuctians xmpt‘:scd :‘y d‘f;;‘f“
ences of tesdence, occupation teligion custom, or oG status ot
would perhaps gue a faint wden of the complesity of Indisn caste soa f«
No defition of caste can be gwven which 15 entirely satsfactosy
few statements of choractentic featates can be made, which, however,
are frequently subject to contradiction  Genenally speabing castes ate
inmiteping groups inheated from parents, membership 18 exclustve 1n
one caste 2nd for hife, fixed socral satus attaches 1o ope s Caste, one Must
eat wath one s fellow casts members and worship with them, one must
follow an occupation traditional to the caste, one considers Tumself
descended from an ancestor common to the whofe caste, one 15 con
trolied m behavior by willage, distnct and prownaal asserblies of tus
ste fellows one follows certan ceremonies and holds cestain behefs
pecntar to the caste and finafly, one muntans complex relationships of
teaiproaity {the so called Jaymant Systerm) with members of other castes
for whom sevwces ace pecformed and from whom other services ate
expected  Without entenng furthes into the complexities of the system,
1t must be noted that most ndimidual castes ate dinided 1nto endogamous,
mrmarrpng and finadly nto exogamons, outrmarrying  gioups of varpng
s001af status and that the latter constitute lineages of related famuly Jines,
witha which cucles macriage 1s not possible.  Among Brahmans the
exogamous subcaste group s the gotra, among Rajputs, the clan There
arc howeer many castes of Brahmans and mang castes of Ragpots
Castes are divided by Rusley according to their general charactersstics
tato the follovng types  Sectanan {or denved from sects), tubal (de
nved from tnbes) occopational, gypsy, and hull castes. ‘The terrms thu
employed are practically self-explanatory but the perasive tofluence whick
stanps the common pattesn of caste on all 1s not easy to define ‘Today
many castes ate taling 2 new tutn in the clort to uphiit thete socnal posttion
Thus the caste members m3y have argantred spotts, tecteational cenver
reading rooms and bibrames schools newspapers ot stock compante:
barks welfare associations annnal officiat meetings and other types ¢
s 0t b e g e s s
Headu ts 1 mempet of some caste A d‘escn :Sv:;s dpogaue b B
of the mpotang Gt 1ovps 15 mp ; aractenization of certas
e Ps 5 gnen o the following pages
% Caste distinctions have been to some extent presenved even a

120,
abioad s, for example 10 Fipn Mauneus Gurna, and Trion ng Hundu grou

d2d
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all the unclean Sudras (fishers, nomads, washermen, shoemakers, weavers,
brewers, potters, and street cleaners) which are more famuliarly known as
untouchables These would correspond 1n our own soctety to itimerant
mugratory labor, neer do wells, hobos, tramps, bums, prostitutes, small
tume gangsters, and paupers

The noted Eaglish watec on caste, Su H H Rusley, has also provided
an interesting western parallel for our beiter understanding of Indian
caste  Imagne that all the people who bear the surname of Smith were
to constitute a caste on the Indian model All Smuths would trace their
origin back to a mythrcal ancestor named Smuth who first conserted the
rough stone hatchet into a bronze battle ax and took his name from the
smooth weapon which he wrought for his tube  Stnce that time 3 Smith
must always marty a Smuth and never a Brown, Jones, or Robison

Later the entire caste of Smith split up into a large number of imatsy
tng clans based on all sorts of ttvial distinctions Thus there would be
segetarsan Smuths, total abstamer Smuths, poth eating Smuths, hyphenated
Smuths, New England Smuths, Baptist Smuths, Scotch Irish Smuths, etc, all
of which would confine marnage within their own ranks  Still further,
we would find within each of these mmarcping clans a number of sub
Juistons or outmarcyiag groups beanng distinctive names and governed
by rules preventing 2 man of the same name masrying a giel of that mame
Each of these divistons would trace descent from a traditional ancestor

Each inmarrying clan would be found also divtded up into several sub
clans which would form a sort of ascending scale of soaal dishiactions
Thus the Nen England Smuths mught be divided up wto (1) Newport
Sruths, (2) Bar Harbor Smuths, and (3) Andover Smuths A man of the
highest, or New port, Smuths might marry any gl of hus onn group or of
the two lower classes, a2 Bar Harbor Smuth man might tahe a Bar Harbor
wife or Andover wife while an Andover man would be restricted in his
chorce of a wife to lus own group Thus a woman would never marry
down but mast destrably marnies up s the social scale  As a result, two
thurds of the Newport Smuth guls get no husbands and o thirds of the
Andover men no wies

Each of the inmarsying clans must dine prmaridy with its own members
and reaprocal dinng selations between these groups are linited to those
canfectsons into which water has not entered, to anything with cow products
such as chocolate or candy but not coffee or tea, to ice cream on metal but
not on porcelan plates, etc

Fach of the two ot three th d ¢ English would
form a distiact caste afong the lines sketched for the Smith group above
ne could marry outside of hts caste fine and then could marny

so that oo of
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only sathn Jiuts which are prescribed by festrtctions imposed by dl‘i;;r
ences of residence occupstion rehigion, custom 0 socal status s
would peshaps gog a fant \dea of the complexity of Indian caste society
No defimtion of caste can be given which 1 entiely satisfactory A
few, statements of charactersstic featutes can be made, which, honever,
ate frequently subject to contradiction Generally speakung, castes ace
(amscrpng groups snhented from parents, membership 15 exclusne n
one caste and for Lfe, fixed soaal status attaches to one s caste, one must
eat with one s fellow caste members and worship waith them, one Fust
fallow a0 accupation traditional to the caste, onie considers himself
descended from an ancestor common to the whole caste, one 15 con
trolled 10 behavior by willage, distuct, and provincal assemblies of Tus
aste felfony, one follows certun ceremonies and holds certaw behiefs
pecufiar to the caste and finally, one mayntuns complex selationships of
seaiptoaty (the so called Jaymam Spstem) with members of other castes
for whom senices are performed and from whom ovther services are
expected  Without entering further mto the complexities of the system,
it must be noted that most ndwidual castes zee divided nto endogamous,
marrpng and fnally, 1nto exogamous, outmatpng  groups of varping
soaal strtus and that the latter constitute hineages of related faemly lines,
withia which ardles marnage 1s not possble  Among Brahmans the
exogamons subcaste group 15 the gotra among Rajputs, the dlan There
e, howeves many castes of Brabmans and many <astes of Ragputs
Castes are divided by Rusley according to their general charactenstics
1nto the following types  Sectarian (or derned from sects), tobal (de
nved fz0m tribes) orcupational gypsy, and hill castes. The terms thus
employed ate practacally self explanatory but the peniasive mfueace whuch
stamps the common pattern of raste o all 1s sot easy to define ‘Today,
many castes are tahing a iew turn 1n the effort o uplsf there social position
':“‘:n‘:i;z‘: :‘:"::; ::Y ::;Ve orgimzed sports, tecrestional centers
00ls, nemspapers joint stock companies
banks welfare associanons annual offiaat meetings, and other types of
e enterprse These acunities have helped 1o preserving caste conscious
ness and tend to disprove the cliche that caste 5 dymng out ¢ Eve
3“::; a r;cmbcx of some caste A descriptive charactesastion of «mz
Portiat caste £roups 15 grven in the foffosing pages
¥ Caste 2 sunctions boave been 1

abroad a5 for example sn Fir M

0 Some extent preserved even ame
Mauntis, Guiana, 20d Trindad

ong Hindu groups
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all the unclean Sudras (fishers, nomads, washermen, shoemahers, weavers,
brewers, potters, and street cleaners) which are more familiatly known as
untouchables  These would correspond 1n our own society to ttinerant
mugratary labor, ne‘er do wells, hobos, tramps, bums, prostitutes, small
time gangsters, and paupers

The noted English writer on caste, Sir H H Rusley, has also provided
an interesting western parallel for onr better understanding of Indian
caste  Imagine that all the people who bear the surname of Smuth were
to constitute a caste on the Indian model All Smuths would trace therr
otgin back to 2 mythical ancestor named Smuth who first converted the
rough stone hatchet into a bronze battle ax and took his name from the
smooth weapon which he wrought for his tnbe  Since that time a Smuth
must always marry a Smith and never a Brown, Jones, or Robinson

Later the entire caste of Smuth split up into 2 large pumber of nmarry
g clans based on ail soris of trvial distinctions  Thus there wovld be
vegetaran Smuths, total abstainer Smiths, pork eating Smuths hyphenated
Smuths, New England Smuths, Baptist Smuths, Scotch Insh Smuths, etc, all
of which would confine marriage within therr own ranks Stll further,
we would find within each of these inmarrying clans a number of sub
dvisions or outmarrying groups bearing distinctive names and governed
by tules preventing a man of the same name marrying a gil of that name
Each of these divistons would trace descent from a traditional ancestor

Each nmatrying clan would be found also divided up into several sub
clans which would form a sost of ascending scale of socal distinctions
Thus the New England Smiths might be divided up into (1) Newport
Smuths, (2) Bar Hasrbor Smiths, and (3) Andover Smuiths A man of the
highest, or Newport, Smiths might marry any gurl of hus own group or of
the tao lower classes, a Bar Harbor Smith man mught take 2 Bar Harbor
wife or Andover wife while an Andover man would be restricted 1n hus
choice of 2 wife to his own group Thus 2 woman sould never marry
down but most destrably marnies up n the social scale  As a result, two
thrds of the Newpost Smith girls get no husbands and two thirds of the
Andover men no wives

Fach of the inmarrying clans must dine prmanly with its own members
and reaprocal dinung relations between these groups are himited to those
confections into which watet has not entered, to anything with cow products
such as chocolate or candy but not coffee or tea, to 1ce cream on metal but
not on porcelain plates, etc

Each of the two or three th dc Enghsh would
form a distinct caste along the hines shetched for the Smuth group above,
so that no one could marry outside of his caste line and then could marsy
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o unusual lengths in erecting anumerable batriets and 1n
}:::E;?:?::t: subdivisions g't?hc major duisions ate terntonsl but thete
ate also many ounor inbreeding commumties which can be attubuted fo
schusms on doctrme and cetemony or the propriety of €3tng particular
foods In every willage or town the rank of esch Brahmanwcal subdwision
relauve to the sest 1s fixed by custom and effectively bached by pubic
opimon I each communty there are degraded groups who, slthough
performing sore Brsbmawal functions and beanng the ttle of Beah
mans are 8ot d by any of the Bra al groups propet and
ate even frequently held to be infetcor to non Brahmans

Brabooacs do not confine thernselves to priestly functions, but take
up many of the unpolluting secutr ocrupations as well  Regardless of
tus occupation, however, 1f % 15 of a nonpolluting natpre, the Brahman
1 enttled to the homage of the rest of the commumty He may even
fnve without actwal work, since the provision of meals for Brahmans 15
an essental of 88 formal nites of Tanh, death, matnage, and expranon
Same of these Brahmans who e only by such means have fallen from
soaal prestige by pastiapation 1n the feasts of wealthy but impure
astes Service 1 temples 15 not alsays a function of the fecagasred
Brahman groups The services of the latter are confined to ntes for

prvate chents only, 25 mn the family sacufice, or to ntes 1 orthodox
Hindu temples

The Brshoun has not been averse to exettng politscal 1nfluence 25
adviser to ungs During the penod of Maratha domunation the Brah
cun peshwas of prime muustecs obtawned 2 monopoly over the ad
Minstration and awil service throughont the Deccan, Kosksn, and
Rarazic Beng often the aoly lterate BFOUp 18 the community, the
Brahmzns became accountants, scribes, lawyers, and teachers, thus com
pletely ruling the professionad fe Although 1t 15 taboo for 2 Brahman
to plow the fand with bis ows hapd he has teken 2 large shate 1 the
develop of agucul and lapd bip ln meditary capacatses,
many Brahmans have been entolled 1 the Brtish native armies from
n ealy period s

RAPUTS
T‘.The Ragput or soldier castes comptised 10 04Q NG emambin
A - : :

"t vepay vl st
2 saffoed m;i:m the English us generally aterdbgted to the mitiative of
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BRAHMANS

The Brahmans numbered 14,893,300 1n 1901 3¢ The mportance of the
Brahman group ss seen 1n its numbers and 1n 1ts wide dispersion over
many parts of Indiz The greatest concentration 15 1n the upper reaches
of the Ganges, and from this area of onigin they have spread out n all
directions over India  Brahmans armived 1n south India probably not
much before the Christran Era and 1n Bengal about the tenth century
AD By the eleventh century they were firmly established 1n Onssa Fre
quent nvastons from the northwest frontter probably helped to scatter the
Brahmans from Rajputana and many took flight to maccessible spots in
Nepal and the west coast of the Deccan

The Brahmans were never organized as a termtonal tribe but were
parasitic on the ruling and other classes of the several Hindu hingdoms
The kings of remote areas frequently imported Brahmans from areas
where they were abundant to therr own courts Chueftains occasionally
tncorporated dets into the Bral C y, and the Bral
themselves introduced :nto their own ranks the pnests and religious
functionaries of primitive tribes

‘The Brahmans of notth India are spohen of as Gaur, while those of the
south are known as Dravira  The latter are divaded according to the lin
guistic areas of the Deccan into Talanga (Telingana), Dravira proper
(Tamul and Malayalam), Karnata (Kanarese), Maharashtra (Maratha)
and Gurjara (Gujarat)) The Gaur are divided into the Gaur proper of
Bengal and southern Bihar, the Marthula of northern Bihar, the Kanaujiz
of the Cawnpore area (who ate further subdivided into the Sarwans of
eastern United Provinces the Bhumnhar of Benares the Jiphotias of Bun
delkhand, the Kanauya proper of the upper middle Ganges River, and
the Sanadhiya west of these), the Sarasnats of Punjab and Rajputana, the
Malwas of Central India, the Uthalas of Oussa the Napali of Nepal,
and the Kashmin of Kashmir3? These areas of Brahman teentory also
comaded formerly with the major areas of legal interpretation mn India
the various schools of law being terrtonal divisions within the Brahman
community ‘Today the various Brahman groups are drawing closer to-
gether, and geograpt 1s less empt d

The wide dispersion of the Brahmans, the vanety of castes which they
have served, and the differences 1n practices of eating and speaking

formerly made cohesion smpracticable Caste separatism among them

—
16 The census of 1901 was the most complete enumeration of castes ever made
ehru 15 of Kashmn Brahman famly while C Rajagopalachanar

17 Jawarharlal Ne
J ndhi s son and an emunent liberal leader 1s a Tarul Brahman

father 1n law of Ga
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The taboo aghinss the Rajpots touchung the plow. pessonatly and the stnct
sectusion of s women harnpers bus agucedtuesl actvities n some :rn;
e Rajpot $prnwshes 2 valusble recnut to the Bntish native armies, an:
be often, doas the offical belt s constable or messenger Owming to fus
frequent 1ack of nterest 1n education, hug progeess mn the awnld service I;
penerally slow and he loses out i compehition with the Sikh, Pathan, an
Gurtha even m s chosen profession of was

The game of chess called chaturanga 1o Sansknn, efectually mutrors
the mildary funchonanes of the Indun asmy “The kung ot Ragput 15 23
sted by hus mantes or Brahesa counalor { queen” ) and by efephants

( astles ), cavalry ( houghts %), foot soldiers { panns’), and chanots
{ bishops  7)

BANIAS ANT ALLIED BUSINESS CASTES

The post smportant of the business castes aze the Banuss and athed
waders who numbered 106530 000 10 1901 There are some general titles
wbich snclede 2 farge pact of the teading groups w each commumty 'The
term Bana ot Vama 15 most frequent w upper and westeen Inda
Nat sncluded however, are such trading castes as the Khats and Arora
10 the Punyab or the Bhatra and Lohans of Sind. The Arora are of Rajpur
connecuons whide the Khatet are tradiionatly descended from the ancient
hshatrigss Even the Bama are tradimonally of Rayput onign and pomnt
aut the spenfic oty of Marnad as ther poart of dispersal & 15 conse
quently difficult to find representauves of the zoqent Vasya or teading
dass

The western subdovisions of the Banta, such as the Stmal, Porwal, and
Oswal ase largely of the Jun religion and account for there separation
from the Rajput class on the basss of the peaceful tenets of ther cult
Frequently 2 single locshity wall contain both Brahmanic and Jain Tepre
sentatnes of there subcaste, 2ad uetcanrage 2y be allowed between
them In addiion to bang divided into subgroups and celegions sections,
almost every Bamiz group 15 spht sato  full scores {visa} and hml[,
scores (dasa) denoting the relative admixture of baseborn persens In
mang instances even quatterscores  {pafica) are recognized which ase
compased of people with 2 munwoum of pure descemt None of these
diwisions may 1ntermaccy

The Bama engage m most of the recogared b
bigh finance and faregn trade to the mey;n m:l l;s‘;f:y;:;sf’;‘dg" :
w ase frequeatly prane to migeate i arder to seel ther

 The Guyarats Bansas arc the caputabistuc clags

along with the P;
83 ars ceputed to be th i arsces) of Tndua
1« Gy Modh a8t ackers of the Congees Pay Mabatoa Gandig
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are many of them 1 Agra, Oudh, the Punjab, and Bthar The principal
disperston of the Rajputs followed upon the Mohammedan conquests of
the eleventh and twelfth centurtes At this time large numbers wete
driven to the Himalayan foothills and eastward across the Ganges into
the Doab, Oudh, and Bihar The presence of many Rajputs in other patts
of Indsa 1s explainable on the grounds of constant accesstons to the title
of hereditary noble from outside castes The major qualifications for
admission nto this group are chieftamnship of a tribe or clan, the pos
sesston of Janded estates, and scrupulous observance of Brahmanical regula
tions 1n marniage and caste relations The claim to affiliation with Rajputs
may be established by the aid of competent Brahmans, bards, or genealo
gists In areas such as Jower Bengal, accesston to the Rajput ranks was
frequently made ow1ng to the absence of powerful chuefs under the counal
of influential Brah In Manipur, Madras, and elsewhere accessions
to the Rajput ranh may lay clam to the title of Kshatriya which 1s less
hkely to be disputed 1In south India the laboring and todd; drawing
castes may have clam to Rajput membership on the grounds of former
mulitary service as archers or infantrymen

The anctent Kshatriya class has long disappeired, and the Rajputs
stepped mn after the demuse of Buddhism to take its place The oldest of
the Rajput clans can hardly trace therr ancestty beyond the ffth century
AD, and specific cases of elevation to thts ranh of lower castes by Brah
manical action are recorded The Rajput eventually became the mulitaty
champron of Hind aganst the Musl

The Rajputs are, like the Brahmans, subdtvided into many sections but
with the important difference that Rajput sections are exogamous and one
must marry outside of hus particular clan even if within the Rajput class
The Solar (Surajbansi) and the Lunar (Chandrabansi) races are the two
principal dwistons which 1n turn include many different clan groups 3
Owing to the arcomstances which require a Rajput gl to be marned
into 2 higher ranked section than her own (1 ¢, hypergamy) she becomes
a burden upon the resources of the family and female infanticide 15 en
couraged The scaraity of marmageable females leads to frequent allances
of Rajput males with lower caste females, and the offspring then rank with
the mother

1n the Punjab about three fourths of the Rayputs have embraced Islam,
but this has not altered their high social position Traditienally their
functions are politscal rule, military actwity, landlordship and field sports
In practice many of the Rajputs ace cultsators of a not too efficient type

_—
The Solar Lunar and

thete are also the Fize Tribes (Agmkulas)
F::: Ig‘:a?x‘:i“;‘:: subdinided into 36 royal tubes and these latter are agun divided

1nto clans and famlies
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“The taboo agunst the Rajputs touching the plow persenally 2nd the stuct
seclusion of hus women hampers fus agucultaral actwities In some A(C&;
the Rajput furmshes 2 valwble recnut to the Botish native armues an
fie often dons the officral belt as constable or messenger Osing to his
frequent lack of wterest 1n education, tus progress 1n the civil sefvice 15
generally stow and he foses out 1 competition with the Sikh Pathan, and
Gurkha, even 1 s chosen profession of war

The game of chess called chatursnga in Sanskm, cfecoally mugsors
the mulitary functionanes of the Indun atmy ‘The bung oc Ragput 1s 25
sisted by bs manta of Beahmn counafor ( queen } and by elephants

(castles § cavalry ( Amughts ), foot soldrers { pawnas ), and dnaniots
( bishops %)

BANIAS AND ALUIED BUSINESS CASTES

‘The most umportat of the business castes ase the Bamas and allted
traders nho mumbered 10 630,000 10 1901 These ate some general tutles
which wdlude  larpe pact of the trading groups 1 each commumty  The
term Bania or Vamna 1s most frequent in wpper and western Indiax
Not iacleded however, are such trading castes as the Khatn and Atora
1 the Punyab or the Bhatra and Lohana of Sind ‘The Atora are of Rajput
connecnons winte the Khatn sse tradinonally descended from the snaent
Kshatrigas - Even the Bama ate tradisonally of Rajpat ongin and powmt
out the speafic aty of Marwad as thewr powt of dispersal It 15 conse
?lx:c;lly difficult to find represeatatives of the anaent Vaisya or trading

The western subdrvisions of the Bana such 25 the Stunali Porwal and
Osorai are largely of the Jua rebigion and account for theur sepatation
from the Rayput class on the bosis of the peaceful tenets of their cult
Frequently a single localty wll contam both Brahmang 2nd Jan vepre
sentaives of ther subcaste and intesmartiage may be allowsd betweea
them. In addition to berng divided 10to subgroups #nd rehigrous sections
dlmost every Banwa group ss split nto  full scores {vis2) agd half
scores {dasa) denotng the relamne admxture of baseborn persons  In
many nstances even  quattes scoses  (pafics) e seCognized, which are
composed of people with 2 muawmum of pure descent Nm,\: of these
divisions may sntermarry

h"ﬂ;:ﬁ:mn EIBE N MU of ot zecognized business purswts from

g m:: and foreign trade to the petty zetarl of everyday articles 1n

o
<ommetce®* They ate frequently prone to migrate 1n oeder 1o sech thew
> The Guprrat Baouas aee the g
pralistic class (along with

20d ate teputed o be the Snancial backers of the Obngrnxll’ - F;z}nm) vy
5 2 Gujanat Modb Banss ey Hahstms Guadty

~—
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fortunes  The upper classes are well educated and keenly interested
sectanan relig: diff es ‘Therr cong the Khatr of the Punjab,
have monopolized not only the trade but the avil service and professional
employment 1n their domain and are even the priests of the Sikh religion
The Bhatia have so arranged their caste rules that they can cross the ocean
without disagreeable exprattons and are found 1n Zanzibar and even Chna
The Lohana trading caste has traveled up into central Asta and even to the
banks of the Volga River

In Bengal the Subarnabamik comprises almost the entirety of the trading
communty It 15 an immgrant body from upper Indi2 and may constitute
an offspring of the Sonar caste of goldsmiths Their caste has enhanced its
status through prospenty and education

SUDRA OR LOW CASTES

The washermen, ot Dhobt, numbered 2,887,600 12 1901 In northern
Ind1a the washerman’s positson 15 low owing to the pollutton of handling
soiled clothes and assocation with the donkey He 1s often placed with
the leatherworkers In the south and west of India where families are often
inchined to do thetr own washing, the Dhobs ranks next below the barber
castes  He 15, moreover, often part of the hereditary village artssan staff
and recewves his shace of crops Iike the others  In Malabar only the women
of the caste do washing, and the men work as talors The Nayar have a
caste of washermen exclusnely to themselves who often describe them
selves as members of their patron s caste  In the main the Dhobi belongs to
the town rather than the willage 1n these areas

When Amenican soldiers fitst came to India during the present war,
small epidemcs of patchy shin eruptions of a distressing and temporanly
ncapacitating nature broke out among them It was discosered that the
patches of dermatitis siete localized on that part of the shin 1n contact with
the Dhobi mark, and the course of the disease made 1t quite obvious that
thus represented a contact eruption induced by the marking flud nhich the
natyve Daodr oved a1 mskiag teore hewadey smseks {evavses, dovs, ey, efe }
This mathing flurd was obtaned from the nut of the sal or bella gutti
tree, and 1t developed that this had Jong had a reputation for affecting
sensttive persons  Another disease was long known 1n India as Dhobi s
1tk 2nd consisted of a contagtous ringnorm of the fingers  This disorder
was attnibuted to underclothing washed by infected Dhobrs, but this 1s
regarded as an unhihely cause today

Leathernorkers, or Chamarts, and allied castes numbered 15,028,300
members 1n 1901, making them one of the most numerous bodies Their
coatact with dead cattle or other domestic animals 1s polluting, and con



Lpper Strcet scene n 2 souh Inda town wih 2 cemple 0 the background  The temyle 1n

souh Inda wag atways much more of a cener for sxial econmc and rel g us actn ues than
 the north

Lower Brnars or Bunjars 2 gypsy case Ths pcture shows members  the gypsy cas € in
wuhem Inda As n our own countny the gypses ate Wandenng trades fortunc’ tellers and
dep essed cas es Our Western gyps es speak a tongue ol wely related 1o the Aryan linguages § Ind 2

(Pho ographs from Informa on Officer Agency General for Ind 3, Washngton D € )
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sequently the caste whose function smvoles this form of contact 1s of
I Tt ay geades, howeve, 1n the degeee of pollution

very low estate There ate ma y & N " footed 1
\nvolved Some touch no careasses except those of 3 cloven footed anumal,
Shile tbers diaw the ine 2t attle, and leave sheep and goats to mfenors
Certun sections remoe the hudes, and others tan and cusy them Those
who specralize 1 centan forms of leathernotk hold themselves aloof
from the Ghers In some areas the leathernorkers furnush wnittually the
whle supply of common lsbor for the willage and ate regatded n effect
15 the peons of the commumty

The Chamars are found alf over Indix evcept m the south In the
villsge communty they recerne their share of the hasvest ble the other
willage members Some work for sndindual patrons, but mose aften each
13 assigned to 2 certan assoastion of landholders  Under modern condy
tuons the Chamars frequently leave the village for work 1n the towns or
alang the taslroads, but tend to return eventually to their natnve willage
Thete ate endless endogamous sections sn a recogmzed order of prece
dence, with a caste countr} 10 strict coptrol of ceremontal rules  The
Chamat may be served by Brahmans of Jow grade

In the Deccan and Telugu country the Chamar gnes way to the Mang
or Madiga whote goddess 18 Kalv The Madiga play a promunent pan i
the worship of the Sakte adheteats  The Madiga snd Mang employ thew
own puests In the Tamul countty the Sakhiliyan or Chudkler ss the
prnapal feathersorker, this gtoup seems to be of northern angin

The Mochn takes up the higher branches of leathernotk such as shoe
mabing In several pats of [ndi the tomn Mochu are dovided nto func
tional subcastes such as that of saddlers, embroderers of saddlecloths
mahess of Jeather buckets for ghy, of spangles, shields, and scabbards,

and thert ranh, ancreases as there fuaction imvolves greater shill or more
costly matenals

BUSLUS GROUPS

Of the total Meshm population of Inda the great majority bear group
oaes plying Arab descent but it 15 not o be assamed that the pro
postion of Arab blood 15 indicated by the prevalence of such titles The
penod of domunance by Mushims hsd endoved the Arabic face with o
halo which 15 attractive to the Jocal Mushm convert  In the Pupjab the
term " Maghal s tevered and frequently assumed, and the Bangars bas
g:iuguy tahen ovet the title of Tusk. Caste distinctions while not ad

tble among true Mash
o e me l: d:s s ace stll muntaned by many of the con

Ta the 1901 census some 25,441 000 returned themselves as Agab
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Upper  Tle Royal Palace at Lda pur 10 Menar as seen f5 m Lake Pichola  Mewar 1s one of
the Rajput states and its cap tal was founded about the beginn ng of the Christ an Era

Lower WVillage of central Inda Here s sh wn a typ cal village of mud houses charactenst ¢
of the dryer areas Contrast these honels with the Rosal Palace abx ¢ Th's contrast 1s typ cal of
Ind a's extremes of wealth and poserty

(Photographs fr m Ewing Galloway )
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sequently the caste whose function smofves this form of contact 18 of
verylow estate There are many grades howeser, in the degree of pollution
\avolved  Some touch no catcasses except those of 2 dloven footed ammal,
it vihers drow bt e 24 cattle, and lesve sheep and goats to snfenors
Certan sections semove the Indes, and others tan and curry them, Those
who specushize 1 cestan forms of featherwork hold themselves aloof
from the others In some ateas the leatherworkers furmsh yirtually the
whole supply of common labar fot the willage and are regarded 1n effect
35 the peons of the community

The Chamars are found all over India except 1 the souath In the
willage communty they recene ther share of the harvest Tike the ather
willage membess  Seme worl. for indnsdual patrons, but more often cach
15 assigned to a certain assoanation of landholders Under modern condy
tons the Chamars frequently leave the village for work s the towns or
slong the tadlsoads, but tend to retorn eventually to thew natise willage
There ate endless endog sechions 10 A d otder of prece
dence, with 2 taste councl in stncr coptrol of ceremontal sules The
Chamat may be served by Beahmans of low grade

In the Decan and Teluga country the Chamar gies w3y to the Mang
o Mudiga whose goddess 1s Kale  The Madiga play a prominent part in
the norship of the Sxktt adherents The Madiga and Mang employ thess
o prests In the Tamd tountry the Salinlyan or Chudder 5 the
poncipal leatherorher, this group seems to be of northera ongmn

The Mocht takes vp the fagher branches of leathernork such as shoe
makang In sevesal parts of India the town Mocht are dwided into func
trona} subcastes, such as that of saddlets, embrordesers of saddlecloths
wakers of Jeather buchets for ghi, of spangles, shields, and scabbaeds,

and their rank tacreases a
s therr function insolves greater shall ol
v g ¥ more

MUSLIM GROUPS

Of the total Mushm population of Indiz the great majonty bea
tut::s wnplying Arab descent, but 1t 1 cat to tgw us\mied tyhat \;f ;’:lup
ﬁx‘&n oif ‘;'mb blood 15 mdicated by the prevalence of such titles The
- o domnance hy Mushms had endowed the Arbic race with

o which 15 attractuve ko the local Mushim .

e Naght v convent In the Pungab the
requently assumed, and the B:
freqenaly taken over the tule of Tutk, Caste d e v o

ruble g o s stinctions, while not ad
el o Ind,:s s, are stl mantained by many of the con

i
% the 1901 censns some 25 441 000 returned therselves as Arab
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Some Arabs have settled 1n western India as guards and bankers but are
divided generally into true foreigners and the mixed Arab Hindu group
The title of Sheihh 1s widespread and predomwmnant among groups
returning themselves as Arab except 1n the Punjab and Kashmir In
lower Bengal the title appears to cover 85 percent of the total Mushm
populatron, 1o Hyderabad, 70 petcent It 1s smaller 1n ateas where con
verston to Islam did not involve a change of socal status The term 15
angunally used for members of the trbe of the Prophet Mohammed and
their descendants  Many subdivisions under this title 1n India have been
recorded
The term  Saipad 15 used for those who clam descent from Al
coustn of the Prophet Mohammed and who became hus soninlaw  In
the tracts surrounding Delht and the other prinaipal scats of Mushm
authority there are families of Saiyads holding estates by inhenitance from
ancestors who rendered distingushed service to the Mughal power 1
war and admunsstration  In the western Punjab the Saiyad 15 usually 2
religrous teacher
The Tushs and Mughals are tno other important groups i the Musim
category In Bihar and around Delht the term  Tutk 15 equnalent to
offictal  and in Onssa and the eastern Deccan the s2me mught be said
for Mughal Real Tuths are few and are oty dwellers The Mughals
represent families brought mto Bengal and the southesn Deccan by the
semt independent viceroys of Dellt  In the north there 1s a tendency to
assume the title on nsing 10 the world In general, however, the term
Mughal 15 not considered equal in rank to the Saryad and Sheikh Per
sian settlers and refugees may also go by the term  Mughal
The Pathans and Baluch constituted about 4 mullion persons 1 1901
They are highland intruders mto India and are independent and fanatical
In Bengal and the Pentnsula the census returns indicate the assumptton of
this title by many natwve converts to Islam In Bengal a Brahman convert
to Islam has 2 nght to assume the title of Pathan
The moders Pathans i Jodiz were antroduced by the Lodi and Sur
dynasties  The tribal organtzation grows weaker as one goes farther into
India There 15 2 large floating population of itinerant traders of Pathan
extracion  They peddle goods engage in contract labor and indulge 1n
usuty A political party called the Red Shints or Khudar Rhidmatgars
tepreseat the Pathan interests i political life
The Baluch have spread mto $ind and Punjab in great numbers from
their natwve Baluchistan  They ace divided 1nto a number of trbes which
are arranged 1n 2 rough hserarchy of ranks In the southwest Punyab every

camel drver 1s cafled 2 Baluch
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The Brahu are a sumilar geoup spread from Baluchistan mto the India
plun They hold 1n common with the Baluch a tradition of Arab descent
1 spite of thert Dravedian language  Their particular function 1s also the
teaning and tending of caels.

OUTLYING SYSTEMS OF CASTE

Tn addition to the caste groups of India proper there are several systems
of caste grouping 10 penpheral areas surrounding Indiz  Of these the
punapal examples are Nepal, Dardustan, Ceylon, and the Laccadne
Islands

The kingdom of Nepal falls cthnologically into three divisions, the
Terai ot lowlands, the salley of Nepal proper, and the mountain 1egons
of the Tibetan side The first and third are sohabited by peaple at a stage
of culture which 15 low compared with that of the dwellers 1n Nepal
proper ‘The Newars are chiefly confined to the second of these areas and
form the most numerous gtoup of the inhabstants The other group of
tmportance 1n Nepal 1s that of the Gurhhas, who are the dominant ruling

people at the present time ‘They entered Nepal 1n a body 1n very recent
times—in 1766—although a

previous immigration of the Khas people,
who form the bulk of the Gurhha population, had already taken place
The Newar ase the earher people of Nepal and the chuef inhabitants of
the valley They are cuftivators of the arts of metalnorhing, agriculture,
panting archutecture, sculpture, and Iiterature which charactenze Nepal
The Gurkhas, on st - '
of arts and lette
2rtisan castes *
IR who are wudantst, and the Sivamargss o Brahmamsts The latter
alone are troe Hindus 1n religon  The majonty of the Newar were
ongnally Buddhist and only a small mmonty Hindu, but the latter have
guned ground and now constitute between a third and a half of the entire
Population  The Swamarge have an orgamzation sumular to that of the
Hindu proper, byt somewhat simphfied  The highest castes ate the Brah

astes the Joshy, or astrologers, and
The latter ey, Ay

et see 1 l?0\1:1:! the sastras and act as 4 kind
are the four pro, f out
The Bugds Broups of outcastes who are Swam

priests of local deities
of Brshman  Funally
args

Amargs ate divided 1nto theee grades the high

Banras, of descendany ; ccome o
s ts of Buddhist monks ho have by

belders ung Vho s tagon ; » who have become house
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silversmuths, Udas, 2 class of traders and foreign merchants, who are
also attisans 1n stone, wood, and metal but who are definttely nferror to
Banros, the bulk of the people, with the Jyapos at their head, who are
cultivators and who form about 50 percent of the population 1n Nepal
One of the latter sections are the Kumhak or potters, and these along
with blacksrmths and weavers ate equal with the third order of Snamasgt

Occup are hereditary, and bers of one caste may not encroxch
upon the technical duties and rights of another A few trades such as
petty selling, cultvation, tadonng, or porterage may be the recourse of
those whose hereditary calling does not afford 2 Itving

In nocthern Kashmur ate the Datds and Baltt The former speak an
Artyan language, while the latter speak Tibetan Both groups have caste
Iike systems of social huerarchy Among the Dards the uppermost caste
1s the Rono Next below them come the Shin, who hold the cow
abhorrence Below the Shin are the Yashkin, the most numerous of ail
the castes The Shin men will marry Yashhin women but will not give
therr women as wrves to the fatters men Below these castes are the
Kremun, who are potters, mullers, and carrers At the base of the social
prramud are the Dums None of the Dards are Hindus 1o religion, some
being Buddhist, some Mushim, and the remander of tubal rehigion

The Baltr are Mushmized Tibetans who show physical resemblances,
however, to the Indo Aryan Dards  Their uppermost caste are the
Wazeers who are divided 1nto 12 subcastes Next in order are the Ribu
Trakchus, Shalt Trakchus, Plamopa and at the base the Mon who are
gypsy pomads East of the Balt are the Ladakhi and Champas, who are
Tibetan Lamaists and whose only trace of caste 15 2 separate section of
blacksmiths

At the other end of India on the island of Ceplon are the Sinhalese,
who, although Buddhsstic, have a caste system of thetr onn formerly under
toyal patronage and now mamtamned by customary practice  The first or
royal caste was termed the Suraya Wanse or descendants of the sun  The
second caste was the Brachmina Wanse or descendants of Brahmans The
still essstent third caste 1s the Wiessta Wanse, who are shepherds and
cultivatars today, and the fourth 15 the Kshudra Wanse, who are divided
1nto 6O sectrons or subcastes of artisans At the bottom of the socal
tuerarchy are the outcastes such as the Roduas and Gattaru

The Geowanse or Vellale are by far the largest of the Sinhalese castes
and ate the agocultural branch of the Wiessia Wanse  Priests statesmen
and hereditary nobtlity have gronn up within thus group The Nillemaka
reyea or Pattea ace the shepherd dision of the Wessiz Wanse and are of
snfersor socral status and numbers
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The different dissions of the Kshudra Wanse wese orgamzed on 2 avil
secoce bass undes the old patve hingdoms of Ceylon for the use of the
controlling castes  Each group had speafic duties and services to perform
for the state under the command of the proper officials The Karawe or
fsherman caste ae held m low repute because their occupation involves
the destruction af life They are dimded 1nto a numbes of sections per
forming such functions as archery, bsrd snanng, exccubion of enimnals,
tupping net fishing angling, hook and line fishing, fish selling, carpentry,
weaviag 20d sendal making  Beside the Karawe there are prinapal groups
devated to functions of artisen work 1n metals and allied fields, tulonng,
babening pottery mahing, washing, cinnamon peeling, jaggery maling,
lime butrung, and grass cutting

The Rodias are the panahs of Ceylon who must move aside 1n the pres
ence of Tugher castes and are forbidden entrance to temples The women
have 2 reputation as beauties and ndulge i fortune telling  The pumary
funchon of Rodias under native rule was to furmish ropes made of hides,
and to tatch elephants

The Paduas perform a varrety of mensal services such as wall building,
toof thatching, 20d carrying loads They also have a degraded section
%o pesform the wifest and Jonest of services such as street Cleaming, 16
moving dead bodies, and the ke In the case of these and other low
astes the washermen who serve them share their low estate

Beudes the 3,500,000 Sichalese thete are 1o Ceylon 790,576 Tamis
\(zls.gﬂm“ of the population}, 325,000 Moors or Muslims, 35,000

th natives, 10,000 Euro

The Tamsls, of course,

g 1he case syt therr congeners on the
¢ T 15 the th:tsy em in Ceylon 15 said to have fallen 1ato abeyance
restctions o whalese proper ate concerned, since English rule and
siope lmm‘::::m :::(1 ll(x:terdmmg are far less marked than 10 India
the 30000 RomangcCatho;m lg;l:h :lx:s :nll potent, however, even among
EDS::':‘:‘:; :\?Ixala;?: ::)g"m;:s are 11;:0:31 llslets of atolls which
Muslens but the speech Poe popalation of 79 000 arc
s of 1s refated to Swhalese The ocaupational diwt
of a castelike nature 1nclude cottmakers,

fishers carpe:
collectors lrerankess, aultvators, o

sthens saimakers, vegetable sellers, and many
North
o of the Maldives are 14 1slands about 200 mules west of the

von oftmc:;s; which rmahe up the Laccadve Ardupelago The popula
1393 15 nearly all Muslim 2nd the langnage Malagalam Op the
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silversmuths, Udas, 2 class of traders and foreign merchants, who are
also artisans 1n stone, wood, and metal but who are definitely inferior to
Banros, the bulk of the people, with the Jyapos at their head, who are
cultevators and wha form about 50 percent of the population a Nepal
One of the latter sections are the Kumhak or potters, and these along
with blacksmiths and weavers ate equal with the third order of Sivamarg:

Occupations are hereditary, and members of one caste may not encroach
upon the techarcal duties and rights of another A few trades such as
petty sellag, cultwvateon, tadormg, or porterage may be the recourse of
those whose heredstary calling does not afford a lving

In northern Kashmur are the Dards and Baltt  The former speak 2n
Aryan language, while the latter speak Tibetan Both groups have caste
Itke systems of social hrerarchy Among the Dards the uppermost caste
1s the Rono Next below them come the Shin, who hold the cow i
abhorrence Below the Shin are the Yashhin, the most numerous of all
the castes The Shin men will marry Yashhin women but will not gne
therr women as wres to the fatters men Below these castes are the
Kremin, who are potters, millers, and carniers At the base of the socal
pysamud are the Dums None of the Dards are Hindus 1 religion, some
being Buddhist, some Muslim, and the remawnder of tribal religion

The Baltr are Muslunized Tibetans who show physical tesemblances,
however, to the Indo Aryan Dards Their uppermost caste are the
Wazeers who are dwvided nto 12 subcastes Next n order are the Ribu
Trakchus, Shali Trakchus, Plamopa and at the base the Mon who ate
gypsy nomads  East of the Balti are the Ladakh: and Champas, who are
Tibetzn Lamaists and whose only trace of caste 15 4 separate section of
blacksmiths

At the other end of India on the sland of Ceylon are the Swhalese,
who, although Buddhistic, have a caste system of their own formerly under
royal patronage and now mantaned by customary practice The first or
royal caste was termed the Suraya Wanse or descendants of the sun  The
secoad caste was the Brachmina Wanse or descendants of Brahmans The
sttt existent thied caste 15 the Wiessia Wanse, who are shepherds and
cultivators today, and the fourth 1s the Kshudra Wanse, who are divided
into 60 sections of subcastes af arhisans At the bottom of the soctal
huesarchy are the outcastes such as the Rodias and Gattaru

“The Geowanse of Vellale are by far the largest of the Sinhalese castes
and are the agucultural branch of the Wiessia Wanse Priests, statesmen,
and hereditary nobility have grown up withun this group The Nilfemaka
reyea ot Pattes are the shepherd diviston of the Wiessta Wanse and are of

infertor social status and numbers
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1o Mushmized Java strong traces of the Hindu castes can be fouad i the
socul drvwsions of the people  These colontes from India were composed
of buth Sivaites and Buddhusts

HILL TRIBES

The hull tubes of the Central Belt 1n India numbered about 9,221,900
membess 10 1901 Most of the tubes tn this area believe themseles to be
autodithonous to the tracts they now ihabat, and 1o the case of the lazger
tribes have traditions of dominance over a larger atea than the present
ane Tn every tacge tube there ase sectians which are partally Brahman
12ed who usually separate oot under caste tules borrowed from the fon
countey

There ate miny exogamous deisions of 4 toterme nature, but where
contact with Brah 15 evident, endog: sections are formed
Whete the tribe 15 not 1nfluenced from the outside, 1t emplogs priests of
tts 0% or sacnifires ace performed by the head of the fanuly anly The
rehgion 15 tnbal or ammustic, with a welter of native or ancestral spints
conttolled by spells, witcheraft, and exotcsm  Names of Brahmamcal
derties may be mterrungled with thase of the tebal pantheon

The greater part of the hull tribes 10 this area live by cultsvation on the
pnmitrse and wasteful jhum system, 10 which they cleas a patch from the
fuagle, burn the vepetation for manuce, and raise only 2 or 3 years’ hacvests
from it ‘Then 1t 1s left fallow for years while the group 1s moving on to
aaother patch “Thus causes & more ot less migratory habit, but in the more
opea country, wilages ate bult mote permanently

In 3l the large tubes there are sections which live almost entizely on
Jungle produce befare the autumn crop 15 harvested A regular trade my
be set up in fac, waid nlk, 2ad berces for sale to agents from towns, whule
ohers work 1 cane o smelt 11on and wash river sands for gold 1n the
heast of the jungle conditions ate very primitive, but o
society 15 bredking down 10to the raca ne 8 1

Lingaust n
Theterm *1
::;}’;:"m “Hw'h 4:1 we (Janges. Valley, vzhetm tonard the et the
of the Mundy o o, . “éda, and * Bhomiy * ‘The Bhumy are a branch
S 100 310 er“? I;n cagal in the districts of Manbhum and Singh
——— v»hﬁ;y r;h:hmmd The Munda are subdivided 1nto nu
Sunand ot “::h Lt t:;:mnned 1ato exogamous totemic groups
of the Dgat st of ;g a’rc (mfnsuc features of their religion Orne
5 gt s d};i o 0F age the Kharwar - Of the latter those possess

m Rajput status - Another division are the Buga The

0 the outskirts teibal
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1sland of Mintcoy the speech 1s Mahl, which 1s apparently an archarc form
of Sinhalese ‘The lowest and most numerous caste on most of the 1stands
are the Melacherses who are landless servants and tenants, practitioners
of barberng, goldsmithy, blacksmithy, and tree cimbing  Above the Mela
cheries are the tenant castes and above these the landed of propertied
castes In each 1sland there ate only three or four castes, but rules agunst
ntermarriage between the lower and upper castes are very strct  The
Melacheries may not use the umbrella or wear sandals, jackets, or coats
On the ssland of Mincoy the two upper castes intermarry, as do the tno
lower, and children take the caste of the higher-caste parent Interdining
1s allowed between the castes wluch allow intermarriage

1n the Bay of Bengal are the Andaman Islands, consisting of five long
tslands  There are the Great and Little Andamans and 204 islets of the
Ritchie Archipelago and the Labynnth Islands amounting n all to 2 500
square miles  Great Andaman 1s 219 mules long by 32 mules wide The
total population 10 1941 was 21,483, of which 474 were abongmes The
aboniginal culture was low, consisting of hunting and fishing i the
main with a kind of rude pottery n use for cooking During the mine
teenth century the Andamans nere used as an Indan penal colony, and
the present Hindu population came into being At first castes of all sorts
intermarned and children took the caste of ther fathers, but eventually
segregation along osthodox lines ensued Japanese forces occupred the
Andamaas on Match 23, 1942

The Nicobar Islands, attached pobtscally to the Andamans, are 19 m
number and hase a total area of 635 square mules Only 12 are m
habited and the total aumber of Nicobarese n 1931 was 9,481 The
natrves represent a mixture of bloods in the notthern islands, with Bur
mese predominating, while 1n the southern 1slands Malay blood 1s most
noticeable  There 1s a steong trace of Hindu mrxtute 1 the central group
Unlike the Andamanese the Nicobarese are excellent navigators and scem
to link the culture of Malabar with that of Polynesta  The language has
some six dialects and s telated to the Indo Chnese group Japanese
forces occupred the Islands on June 13, 1942

East of Indiz, in Indo China and the East Indies, traces of the Hindu
castes are still to be found, indicating the strength of past colonizations
The Mons or Talang of southern Burma formerly possessed the four
Varnas, while the Burmese court mamtaned Brahman asteologerss as part
of its functionatses  Coust Brahmaas were also mantained n Sum and
Cambodia and ace still abundant 1n the Iatter country In Bals and Lombok
the three upper Varnas are still matntained by the anstocracy, although
the mass of the peoplc consider themselves outsiders and noncaste  Even
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18 Mushmszed Jasa strong traces of the Hindy castes can be found 1n the
<l divons of the people These colonces from Jodia were composed
of beth Svastes and Buddhusts

HILL TRIBES

The hall tribes of the Centad Belt tn Todia numbered sbout 9,221,900
members 11 1901 Most of the tnbes 1 this area beheve themselves ta be
sutochthoous to the tracts they now nbiabit, and s the case of the latger
tbes bave traditions of dominance over a latger asea than the present
one Y every lage tnbe there ace sechions which are partially Brabman
wzed who useally separate out under caste titles borrowed from the low
country

There ate many exogamous dwisions of a totenuic nature, but where
contat with Brah 1s evident, end sections ate formed
Whete the tabe 15 not influenced from the ontside, 1t emplogs pnests of
5 0nn of sacrifices are pesformed by the head of the family ooly The
rebigyon 15 tnbal or anymistic, with a welter of native or ancestral spints
wnteolled by spells watchcraft, and exorasm  Names of Brahmanteal
dertses may be intermungled with those of the taibal pantheon

The greater part of the bill teibes 1 this area hve by cultivatson aa the
prantese and wastefal jhum system, 1n which they clear a patch from the
juagle bum the vegetation for manure and sasse only 2 oF 3 years harvests
from v, Then it os deft fallow for years while the group 1s moving on to
ancther patch  Tlus causes a mote or less migratory habit, but 1n the more
open country villages ate buslt mote permanently

In‘zﬂ the large tribes there are sections which hive almost entirely an
!:eng ‘e produce before the autump crop i harvested A regular trade may
mhi’;‘fo:')“ 1.‘::::3 sitk, and berres for sale to agems from towns, while
bt g e of smelt iron and wash siver sands for gold In the
— 1 Jungle conditions ate very prfmptive but nn the an bl oo ¢

. m
m wav ploups ta the Central Provinces, Central lnd:‘a,
t:::‘;zuil:m;am af the Ganges Valley, whereas tanard the east the
of the Mands gy ®  Munda, and “Bhumiy  The Bhumi ate a branch
Y and ser lh “tlsttm Bengal in the districts of Manbhum and Swagh
o b h:‘%; y Br;hmmxzed The Munda are subdinided 1nto nu
St 103 soomaon are further sechioned 1te exopamous totemic groups
of e g 'n ® nrshqz are chatatensstic features of therr religion  One
. m\g oups of Kol are the Kharwar  Of the latter those possess
es daim Ruyput status - Another division are the Baga The
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Cheru, another group 1n this area, have become a t
A few of the latter still keep to the jungle and brcc
wild silh. This latter occupation, madentally, 1s reg

The largest of the Kol groups are the Santal, »)
ouginally from the southeast of the Chota Nagpur |
spread eastward and northward and peopled the Sin
middle of the mincteenth century  In spreading they |
and to the range of the sal tree They show an aversion
tracts  They are possessed of an wtricate subdrvision o

The Juang or Patua tnhabit the recesses of the Oriset
indentured labor for Assamese tea gardens Other trb
the Santal also furnish workers for the tex gardens of Asst
The Juang have forest and village gods with wllage priest
offices are fulfilled by elders Omnginally dothing thems
they later took up cotton wrappers even the women yi
leaf apron

The Oraon or Kuruhh ase spparently immigrant to the
the Kanarese area  They are now settled 1n the northwest cor
Nagpur i the distncts of Ranchr and Palamau  They are 1n
laboters especially m the Assim and Jalpugun distnas 1
only their onn prests and no Brahmans One branch, the M
are mote Brahmanmized nd dwell 1 Ioner alttudes, wherca
branches of Male are sull 1boriginal One subdmision of the
communuty 15 considered a tnfle purer than the rest because it 1
eat rats and hzards a part of the duly diet of the others The
jungle-burmng system of cultivation 1s used

The largest and most widespread of the tribes of the Central I}
the Gond which agan are of Kanarese ongin From the Kaumut the
pushed eastward into Bundelkhand and the ulls along the south ¢
Ganges Valley and are more or less Brahmanized, wath the upper o
claiming Rajput status

The Mana Gonds form the prinapal section berng foand chiefly in
Bastar state and in the distnct of Canda  They are probably the r
primutive of the Gond  The Halaba, onginally from the Bastar state, ht
settled 1n the plan of Chhatisgarh, and the farther they get from the jungl
the more strenuously they disown connectron with the Gond and daim t
be an independent Brahmanic caste - As therr main occupation 1s distillaton
of asdent spints from forest produce, theit claims are not encouraged by
the highet grades of the commumty

The Kond 15 2 much subdinided Dravidian group with both hill and
plains sections  They are rude agnicultunsts, heen hunters, and expert 19
brnging down game with bow and hatchat
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The Svara tube 2 detached body 10 the southwest of Orssa, has lost
all trace of sts prmitive reltgion and language and 1s simply 2 low caste
of the ordinaty Brahmamieal type A simdlar offshoot 1n westetn Bengal
1s graduslly detaching stself from hull dwelling and employing Brahmans
The wilder Savara, interestingly enough, have functional classes or castes
such as agrcultural metalworking weaving, and caneworlang groups
The Kond and Gond also have such functional diwisions as blacksmuths,
drummers cowherds 1n the Gond and blacksmuths and potters sa the Kond

The hill tribes of the Western Belt numbered 1,922,300 members 1
1901 The Korwa, 2 Kol speaking group located 1n the Mahadeo Hills ate
Iaks between the Central and Western Belt areas In some regrons they
smelt 1ron 2nd forge theit own weapons and wmplements The western
branch of the Korwa 1s drvided mnto clans The Bhul has lost his triba
linguage and, except 1n heavily forested areas, hus tobal religion The
Bluls are a bow and arrow using group and 1o the west zre divided into
hill and plasms sections  Some muxtute of this group with Rajputs seems
to have cccuered

The Natkada are found along the south and west border of Rajputans
n Central Jadia with colones 1n the forests of east Gujarat They hate
tequired military pacificstion on several occastons In some sections they
- -

367,000 1n 1901 These

-~ f0 Sahyadn 2ad almost
contiguous to the tubes of the Western Belt The lowest are the Katkars,

who extract catechu, of wild rubber, from the forests Althanok +h «
tribe 1ndulges 1n

tenute The tiger

kars are reputed 2

food The Varl s awmosl tbe supetior to thy ‘

e K
subtenants on a half shate system They deaPl m forest pm;\lxt:n "rx}‘,d
“Thakur teibe warship mountain and tiger gods but make use of the D ;
or local Maratha Brahman 1n their domestic rites esath

“The forest trbes of the Nilgin Hills and
Western Ghats numbered 226 o southern parts of the

2300 10 1901 The smalt Nj,
Ig1er tribes
of uncertam oLngm Some are probably descendan e

#e nF £
PR

Brahmanized a0d work the felds ;mu:l;:.l:‘:?; gg;ouys are more or less

The Tods 20d Kotz are ssolated Communitres, the Tod:

and mantamag focks of buffdle O > a betag pastoral
6

he ranges south of the Nilgiess
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Cheru, another group in this area, have become a true Brahmanucal caste
A fesw of the latter still heep to the jungle and breed the tussah moth for
wild sk Thus latter occupation, incidentally, 15 regarded as impute

The largest of the Kol groups are the Santal, who seem to have come
onginally from the southeast of the Chota Nagpur plateau Thence they
spread eastward and northward and peopled the Santal Parganas in the
mtddle of the nuneteenth century In spreading they kept to laterte soils
and to the range of the sal tree  They show an aversion to attuvial lowland
tracts They are possessed of an ntricate subdivision of clans

The Juang or Patua mhabit the recesses of the Onssa hulls and furnish

X ] labor for A tea gardens Other trbal groups such as
the Santal also furnish workers for the tea gardens of Assam and the Terar
The Juang have forest and village gods with village priests, but important
offices are fulfilled by elders Ongmnally dothing themselves 1n Jeaves,
they later took up cotton wrappers, even the women grelding up the
Ieaf apron

The Orzon or Kurukh are appatently immugrant to the plateau from
the Kanarese area They are now settled 1n the northwest corner of Chota
Nagpur ta the districts of Rancht and Palamau  They are i demand as
laborers, espectally 1n the Assam and Jalpugun distucts They employ
only theirr own priests and no Brahmans One branch, the Mal Pahara,
are more Brahmamzed and dwell 1n lower altitudes, whereas the hdl
branches of Male are still aboriginal  One subdivision of the southern
communtty 15 constdered a tnfle purer than the rest because st refuses to
eat rats and lizards, a part of the daily dret of the others The wasteful
jungle burning system of cultivation 1s used

The largest and most widespread of the tribes of the Central Belt are
the Gond, which agamn are of Kanarese ortgin  From the Karmur the Gond
pushed eastward mnto Bundelkhand and the hills along the south of the
Ganges Valley and are more or less Brahmanized, with the upper classes
clatming Rajput status

The Maria Gonds form the principal sectton being found chiefly 1 the
Bastar state and 1 the distnct of Candx  They are probably the most
primitine of the Gond 'The Halaba onginally from the Bastar state, have
settled i the plain of Chhutisgarh, and the farther they get from the jungle
the more strenuously they disown connection with the Gond and claim to
be an independent Brahmanic caste - As thesr man occupation 1s distallation
of ardent spints from forest produce, their claims are not encouraged by
the higher grades of the communsty

The Kond 15 4 much subdrvided Dravidian group with both il and
plams sections ‘They ate tude agncultunsts, keen hunters, and expert
braging down game with bow and hatchet
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“Fhe Savara tnbe, a detached body ta the southwest of Onssa, has fost
alt trace of #ts primuteee religion and language and 15 simply 2 low mt!l
of the ardinary Brahmamcal type A simtlac offshoot 1 \\cstem::tﬂg:s
1 gradually detachung stself from il dwelling and employing Brahma:
“The wilder Sevara, intetestngly encugh, have functional classes or castes
such a5 agucultural, wetalworking, weaving, and canenorhung groups
The Kond and Gond 4lso have such functtonal dinisions as Placksnuths,
deumrmers cowberds inihe Gond, 2nd Macksmuths and pottess 1n the Kond

The hill tobes of the Western Belt pumbered 1,922,300 members 10
1901 The Kerw2, 2 Kol speakung geoup located 1n the Mahadeo Hulls, ste
{ioks between the Central and Western Belt areas  In some regions they
smelt 1ron and forge thewr own weapons and smplements The western
branch of the Korwa 15 divided sato clans The Bhil has lost bis tnbal
language aod, except 10 heavily forested areas, s tohal religion  The
Bhuls are 2 how and artow using group and m the west are divided into
il and platns sections  Sorne muxtute of this groop with Rajputs seems
10 have teooned

The Nakada are found afong the south 2nd west border of Rajputana
1 Central India with colonies 1n the forests of east Gujarat  They hare
required mifitary pacification on several occasons In some sections they
regard murder of Brahmans as a mentorious act

The tribes of the Sahyadn section mumbered 367,000 1n 1901 These
are several small groups manly 1n the notthern Sahyadn and almost
contigugus o the tabes of the Western Belt, The lowest ate the Katkars,
who extract catechu, o wild robber, from the forests Although this
tribe wdulges 1 wild cultyvation, they never take up land 10 4 permanent
tenure The tiger 13 20 obgect of spectal regard as 1 Chata Nagpar Kat
hats are reputed as sorcerers and are rematkably disty and eaters of impure
food The Vatli are another forest tribe supertor to the Katkarr and
subtenants on a half share system  They deal m forest produce  The
Thaku tribe worship mountam and tiger gods but make use of the Desasth,
ot tocal Maratha Brahman, 10 their domestec rites

The forest tobes of the Nibgur Hills and other southern parts aof the
e b e N
of the Kummhai‘ race, af:e:u z;x P;U Zhi‘yﬂdm“dm‘s of foptove branihes
Trulz are divided mkoI )}  owafall o the Shepherd dynasties The

plains and forest sections as 1n the case of the tribes

of the Cential and Western Belts The plans groups are more of i
Br;i;]nmmxed 20d work the fields from their villages ortes
e Tods and Kota are isolated communsties, the Toda being pastoral
and m:nt:mmg focks of buffalo On the tanges south of thﬁ i}dgms
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are found several small forest tribes most of whom five 1n as wild a state
as conditions will allon  The Kamihhan of Travancore e by rude cultt
vation of the wood burning system for part of the year, and also do hunt
ing and deal 1 jungle produce They ate skilled archers The Malayarayan
ot Arayan are more settled than the Kanihhan and lise 1n well burle villages
They have a reputation for sorcery Fasther south in Ceylon are the hunting
Veddas, 2 forest trbe of obscure lineage

In the low ranges along the Coromandei Coast 1n the Eastern Ghats a
few wandening trsbes ate still subsistent on hunting, collection of fruits
and honey, or sale of firewood to villages These are represented by the
Yanadt and Chenchu, the former regarding themselves as autochthonous
The Chenchu breed cattle, and the Yanadi tell fortunes Both consider
themselves above the leatherw otkers and lower menials of the plains

The hill trbes sur ding Assam bered hat over a mullion
members i 1901 Members of these tribes who become Brahmanized
adopt the names of existing castes with or without qualifying epithets
Identity of tribes 1s often lost m the designations of loosely hnst and
heterogeneous Brahmantcal castes  These groups probably represent differ
ent waves of migration from the northeast by Mongolian stochs  They
hoid a general beltef 1n one deity of a passinely benevolent sort and have
a tribal calt directed at the propitration of sctively malignant local agenaes
by sacrifice of fowl, pig, or buffalo  The general officiation of the shaman
1s necessary, although there is a priestly class  Some tribes are dnided into
totemustec and exogamous clans, and head hunting 15 not unknown Divina
tion by omens and watcheraft are common procedutes

The Bodo or Cachart (817,300 1 1901) ate now found cluefly along
the northern bank of the Brahmaputra Riser from the western boundanes
of Assam to the Darrang District  They are a sturdy independent, and
clanmsh body of field labosers who frequent the tea gardens in large
numbers at seasonal intervals  In the hill country exogamous sections are
strictly matntained, but these are weakened on the plans

Across the Brahmaputra are the Garo who clam to be autochthonous
bat whose speech reyeals relation to the Bodo and other immugrants There
ate four man clans, each of which has numerous exogamous sections  On
the notth slope of the Jantia Hills ace the hindred Lalung

Along with these must be noted the Mec who Ine mostly in the Terat
on the west of the Brahmaputra partly 1n Assam and partly :n Bengal
They seem to have a Bodo and Lalung relatonshup  “The Mrung are Brah
smantzed and the chiefs clum Ryput status, the nobiity Ragbanst caste

status
"The Famalayan tribes of Assim numbered 48,000 1n 1901 The Muin
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ste found m the Sibsagar and Lakhunpur Distnets and Rrahmapisim
affects them only supethaully since they entrst thex prncipal sacnfices
1o thers own tribal priests The Hill Mi are less 2dvanced and have duffec
ences 1a religron from the others, beung connected wath the Abac of the
noth To the west of the M are the fandred tribe of the Dafla.

The Khase and Samteng (159,500 1 1901} resade an the Khast Range
and are of the same Janguage grovp Desteat i the exogamous <l2os st
based wpon a female ancestry and whertance 13 the femsle o, the
siomen being at the head of the famdy These tnbes are dinaded into
petty states or independent groups of vilages ‘The fanguage shows affims
ties to Mon

The Mikir (87,300 n 1901) schabit the lower portions of the Khasi
Range on the gortheast 2nd have spread over the plun 1o the east up to
the Naga hill country They probably occupred the Ml Wil aange &t
one time  The many sections do not antermarry  Thiey are excellent agn
cultunsts and theus Large, sepasately built houses ase located neat ghe firdds
They breed buffalo but dbstama from thets mith

The Naga tubes (162800 m 1901) occupy a considersble hiily region
etween Maarpur 404 the noth bank of the Brahmaputra, The Angsms
branch appears to huve come from the south  The uousually Jasge 321
Yages are set opon Wiltops carefuly stockaded and guarded agunst stad
Tecrace cultisation 15 carried on along the tull slopes The Ao came from
the north and aze settled to the southeast of the ulls The Sema who came
up from the southeust, ate disungushed by thete ferocity The Lhota ate
» quiet 2nd ndustnions people but clng to the cultivation of b
an the junple A section of the Reagmaz have colomzed th: 1 um!hg;‘khes
of ;\‘I:hr and fhaye vaken o the life ke that of the plams oner bl et

m;‘::‘:'hmb“ {200,200 10 1901) hve m the Kachar Hills and were
b3 e nosth by pressute from the Lushay  Th
G 5ol grades e (adts wct, Bowes ey are divided 1ato
sofluence on the Bachar area 1 shght. The “; ‘:; cmary Brahaioial
':;tgznily B(mu tubes, but the Metthes have agsgzbigigcoi;:x;g’:‘; “IAS
e Brahmans ¢ a
Athongh the nawve ;x&mh:blgmmn 100 ey have become Kelitrys,
200 liborers. surenves The class of Lar are helots
The Lushar (63 000
12 1he Lushar é{j\s '“:27‘2?:2“::;“; w\lh: ;am: race as the Kuka and hve
petty cheeftain The wllages are stock: dza St cxch vilage wader one
from those of the Nagz, taduatang §s el but ace Ind out Ailleently
chieftam reyides The Lushar & §50m 2 square 1n the center whete the
The . ate keen bunters and snarer:
a0 tribes (4600 1 1901) hive east of & e
adiya oo the Brahmaputra
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are found sevetal small forest tribes most of whom lne ta as wild a state
as condttrons will allow  The Kanshhan of Travancose Itve by rude cults
satton of the wood burning system fot part of the year and also do hunt
ng and deal in jungle produce They are shilled archers  The Malayarayan
or Arayan are more settled than the Kankhan and Irve in well butlt viliages
They have a reputation for sorcery Tatther south ia Ceylan ate the hunting
Veddas a forest trbe of obscure lineage

In the low ranges along the Cotomandel Coast in the Eastern Ghats a
few wandering tuibes ate stll subsistent on hunting collection of frusts
and honey or sale of firewood to villages ‘These are repesented by the
Yanad: and Chenchu the former regarding themselves as autochthonous
The Chenchu breed cattle and the Yanad: tell fortunes Both consi ler
themselves abos e the leatherworkers and lower menuals of the plamns

The hill tribes surrounding Assam numbered somewhat over a mittion
members 10 1901 Members of these tribes who become Brahmanmized
adopt the names of exsting castes with or without qualifying epithets
Identity of trtbes ts often lost 1 the designations of loosely hmt and
heterogeneous Brahmanical castes These groups probably represent differ
ent waves of migration from the northeast by Mongolian stocks They
hold a general belief 1n one deity of a passively benevolent sort and have
a tnbal cult directed at the propitiation of actively malignant Jocal agencies
by sacetfice of fowl pig or buffalo  The general officiation of the shaman
1s necessary although there s a priestly class  Some trbes are divided into
totemustic and exogamous clans and head hunting 15 aot unknown Divina
tion by omens and witchcraft are common procedures

The Bodo or Cachan (817 300 1n 1901} are now found chiefly along
the notthera bank of the Brahmaputra River from the western boundanes
of Assam to the Darrang District  They are a sturdy independent and
clanaush body of field laborers who frequent the tea gardens mn Jarge
numbers at seasonal intervals In the hil country exogimous sections are
strictly matntained but these are weahened on the plamns

Acsoss the Bahmaputra ate the Garo who cdam to be autochthonous
but whose speech reveals selation to the Bodo and other immugrants  There
are four man clans each of which has numetous exogamous sections On
the notth slope of the Jartra Hulls are the hindred Lalung

Along with these must be noted the Mec who live mostly sn the Terat
on the west of the Brahmaputra partly tn Assam and partly in Bengal
They seem to have a Bodo and Lalung relationshup  The Mrung are Brah
mamzed and the chiefs clam Ragput status the nobiity Ragbansi caste

status
The Himalayan tobes of Assim numbeted 48 000 in 1901 The AMin
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ate found 10 the Sibsagar and Lakhimput Dustructs  and Bmhmmﬁxsm
affects them only supcr[xaa)ly since they entrust thewr puncxpal SJL:II ﬁf“
to their own tobal priests The Hill Min ate less advanced and have ; et
ences m rehigion from the others beng connected with the Abor of the
ot To the west of the Murs are the kindred tribe of the Da’ﬂa.

The Kbast and Sunteng (159,500 tn 1901) reside i the Khast Range
and are of the same language gronp Descent 1 the exogamaus clans 1s
based upon 2 female ancestry and wohentance 15 1R the female hne, the
women bemg at the head of the famuly These tnbes aze divided tato
petty states ot independent groups of willages The language shows affim
ties to Mon

The Mikir (87,300 12 1901) tnhabit the lower portions of the Khast
Range on the northeast and have spread over the plam to the east up to
the Naga hill country They probsbly occupred the Mar hill range at
one ime  The many sections do not smtermarry They are excellent agn
culturists and their Lusge separately buskt houses are located neat the fields
They breed buffalo but abstatn from thete mulk,

The Naga tribes (162 800 10 1901) occupy a constdersble hully region
between Mamipur and the north bank of the Brahmaputra The Angamt
branch appeats to hase come from the south Their unusually laege vil
lages are set upon hilltops carefully stockaded and guarded aganst attack,
“Ternace tultwation 15 tarned on 2long the hill slopes ‘The Ap came from
the north and are settled to the southeast of the halls The Sema who came

un £ ik ( « 11
a f " . [ L A
L) 5 % wwnotwe Rengma have colonized the Jower hulls east
of Mir and have taken to the life like that of the plains

The Kk teibes (200,200 1n 1901) hive 1 the Kachar Hills 20d were
pushed to the north by pressure from the Lushay They 2te dnided into
eight socal grades Iike castes which however wtermarry  Brahoaoweal
snfluence on the Kachar area 1s shight The population of Mampur was
onginally four tnbes but the Meither have absorbed the other three In
1720 the Brahmans converted the Meuthe: and they have become Kshatnys,
:l:o;xﬂ the natwve priesthood still survives The dlass of Lo are helots

Ters

\ '1;:: Lushar (63 000 1n 1901) arc of the same race as the Koks and hve
n :(l;ush;u Hills They ace much divided, with each village under ooe
1;:;2 th:im; The willages ate stockaded but are lasd out differently
ot se of the Nagy, raduting from a square 1n the center where the
eftaun resides The Lushar ase keen bunters and snarets
The San tnbes (4 600 1n 1901) rve east of Sadsya on the Brabmaputra
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are found several small forest trbes most of whom e tn as wild a state
as conditions will allon The Kanikhan of Travancore Ine by rude culte-
vation of the wood burning system for past of the year, and also do hunt.
ing and deal in jungle produce They are skilled archers The Malayarayan
or Arayan ate mote settled than the Kantkhan and live in well budlt villages
They have a reputation for sorcery Tasther south i Ceylon are the hunting
Veddas, a forest tribe of obscure lineage

In the low ranges along the Coromandel Coast 1n the Eastern Ghats a
few wandenng tnbes ate still subsistent on hunting, collection of frnts
and honey, or sale of firewood to villages These are tepresented by the
Yanadt and Chenchu, the former regarding th Ives as autochth
The Chenchu breed cattle, and the Yanads tell fortunes Both constder
themselves above the letherworkers and lower mensals of the plans

The hill tbes sutrounding Assam numbered somewhat over a million
members 1n 1901 Members of these tribes who become Brahmanized
adopt the names of extsting castes with or without qualifying epithets
Identity of tribes is often lost 1n the designations of loosely hnit and
heterogeneous Brahtmanical castes These groups probably represent differ
ent waves of migration from the northeast by Mongohan stocks They
hold a general behief n one deity of a passively benevolent sort and have
a tnbal cult directed at the propitiation of actnvely malignant local agencies
by sacufice of fowl, pig or buffalo The general officiaton of the shaman
15 necessary, although there 1s a priestly class  Some tribes are divided into
totenustic and exogamous clans, and head hunting ss not uphnown Divina
tion by omens and witchcraft are common procedures

The Bodo or Cachari (817,300 10 1901) are now found chiefly along
the northern bank of the Brahmaputra Ruver from the western boundasies
of Assam to the Dacraag District  They are a sturdy ndependent, and
clanmush body of field laborers who frequent the tea gardens 1n large
numbers at scasonal intervals In the hili country exogamous sections are
stctly mantaned, but these are weahened on the plains

Across the Brahmaputra are the Garo who clarm to be autochthonous
but whose speech reveals relatian to the Bodo and other immugrants  There
ate four mamn clans, each of which has numerous exogamous sections On
the north stope of the Jaintta Hulls are the kindred Latung

Along with these must be noted the Mec who Ine mostly 1n the Terat
on the west of the Brahmaputra, partly 1n Assam and partly in Bengal
They seem to have a Bodo and Lalung relationship  The Mrung are Brah
the chiefs clum Rajput status, the nobility Ragbansi caste

manzed and

status
The Himaleyan tubes of Assam numbered 48 000 1n 1901 The Mir
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The bull teibes of Kashmie have already been noted 1n connection with
outlying systems of caste The Dards are 2 well proportioned type with
Black and brown hair, moderately fair complexion, and brown or hazel

eyes They are excellent mountaneers The Tibeten Indran mixed groups
mclude the Champas, who lead a nomadic life in the higher valleys where
£o cultivation 15 possible, and keep herds exclustvely The Tibetan Ladakh
ate settled 10 the man, and Iive in the side valleys of the Indus The
Bslus, who have spread farther down the Indus, are the reputed mentors
of the game of polo

The hll tribes of the northwest frontier are mainly Pathan, Balucht, and
Brahut, who have already been notsced 1n the discussicn on Mushim races

TasLe S~—Classification of casse groups wub examples

(From Banes  Ethnography )
A Spenal groups

10 Ol pressers
1 Bralmaa Telt
2 Rajput 11 Potters
3 Teaders hambar
Banz 12 B
4 Wnters 2;\?::5
y gty 13 Washermen
el grous devotees Dhobs
Bairagy
B The willage commumty W Fishers boaunen, and porters

6 (2) Lundhollers military etc Malo Jhuovar Bhor, etc.

ot 15 Stone salt and lLime workers
(6 Peassats Can, Agna Uppars ec
P 16 Toddy drawers
(<) Gardesers etc Pes
Pt 17 Field laborers
7 Cattle breeders Dhanuk
A 18 Leatherworkers
8 Avtsan Chamar
(8) Combined castes 19 Watchmen
Pancala Dosadhy
(b} Gold and silver workers 20 Scavengers
Sonars Bhang,
() Carpenters C. Professional subsciacy
@ aiﬁfm, 2 Ba!r;ta:nd gencalogsts
@ 22 As}l;lholg:xs etc
o n 23 Temple servants
® s :::l coppet workess (2) Priests
9 Weavers Jungam
e (b) Servants

Satan]
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and, although partly Buddhust, have their own priests The Ahom are
fong settled and politically important ihabitants 1n the northeast portion
of Assam, which bears their name  Conversion to Brahmanusm seems to
have accomplished therr dechne Distinctions of a castelike type 1n occu
pattons and services were formerly important Near these, 1 patt of the
Assam Valley, are the small colony of Singphe (1,800 mn 1901), who
profess Buddhism

The Himalayan and Nepali trbes numbered 218,600 1 1901 The
Lepcha or Rong claim to have been the origmal inhabitants of Sthhim,
but the Limbu are among the eacliest dwellers 1n the country and appear
to be of Tibetan ougin  Some termarrsage of Lepcha and Limbu has
taken place The Jatter have therr own priests as well as exorasts They
ace indifferently Lamausts and Stvates  Most of the Himalayan tribes seem
to have passed through 2 Buddhust phase  Among the Lepcha clans are
two, outstanding above the rest, who do not intermatry with other Lepcha
or with Limbu  The jungle burning mode of cultvatton 1s still pursued
The Murmi have a partly Brahman and partly Buddhist religion, but
Lamasm 1s their real treligion

The five prinapal tnbes of Nepal are the Mukhya, Khas Gurung
Manyar, and Sunuvar They overthrew the Newats in the middle eight
eenth century and established the rule of the Gurkha The Khas are
strongly Brahmanized Patrongmic titles are all Brahmanic and taken
from the caste of the father The Gurung are a more Mongotoid group
Brahmans may serve the Manyar and Sunusar without loss of status The
term  Gurkha has only very recently come to be restricted to Mukhya
trsbes

Larther west of Nepal are the Himal2yan Garhwalts of Gathwal, who
are divided 1nto three elements Rajputs, Tibetans (also called Bhouyas
or Humiyas), and Doms The first group has mcluded a large element
of the aboriginal Khasas or Khasiyas, who seem to be of ancient origm
throughout the submontane regions The Khasipas, as has been noted
previously, have receved Jater accretions of Rajputs from the plains who
wete fleesng from the Mushms The Doms are aboniginal and at the
bottom of the social scale The Bhotiya are carniers of the trade betneen
Garhwal and Tibet

The Dogras are Hill Brahmano and Rajputs of Kangra and other valleys
of the western Himalayas between the rvers Chenab and Sutley and the
Jammu Distesct (Chamba and Mund: native states, northern part of
Hoshuarpur, and Sialkot) Dogras ase notable for therr prde of race
and punity of blood and tugh posiron  The Mians have established a muls
tary reputaton sbove all others of the Dogras Thahkurs and Raths catry
on the agricultural activsties s these pacts, 25 well as Jow caste Gurthus
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The hull trbes of Kashmue have already been noted 1 connection With
outlying systems of caste The Dards are 2 well proportioned type with
Black and brown hair, moderately fair complexion, and brown or hazef
eyes They are excellent mountaneers ‘The Tibetan Indian muxed groups
1nclede the Champas, who lead 2 nomadic life 1n the higher valleys where
00 culuvation 1s possible, 20d heep herds exclusively The Tibetan Ladabdy
ate settled 1n the man, 2nd five 1n the side valleys of the Indas The
Balus, who have spread farther down the Indus, ate the reputed 1 entors
of the game of polo

The hill tobes of the northsest frontier ate mainly Pathan, Baluchy, and
Brahut who have already been noticed 1n the discussion on Mushm races

Taste 5 —Classfeation of caste groxps unh exampler

{From Bamnes  Echnography )

A Specal groups 10 Ol pressers
1 Brahman Tely
2 Rapwt 11 Potters
3 Traders humhar
Baoua 12 Basbers
4 Wniers Na
Kayasth
5 Religious devotees B W;::;m -
Bauagy "
B The vilsge communy 4 Fishers boatmen and porters
6 (3) Landholders evtuary e e Jhavar Bhow e
Tat 15 Stone salt and lime workers
(b) Peasants Cain, Agna, Uppana etc
Koo 16 Toddy drawers
() Gardeners erc P
Maly 17 Field laborers
7 Cattle breeders Dhanuk
Ahg 18 Leathermorkers
8 Artisany ar
(1) Combined cagtes 19 Watchenen
ancala Dosadh
() Gold and sitver morkers 20 Scavengers
a5, Bhang
© Q;;‘:mm € Professional subsidiary
@ B 2t 5 21 Bﬂ‘r;: laud genealogists
Lobar -
{&) Musons 2 As;m‘:,sm' o
ost .
@ Bn?:;a N 25 Temple servants
e SOpFer Sotkes (s) Presis
9 Wersery Jangam
Fulah {b) Servanty
Satany
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TaBLE 5 —Continued

24 Dancers and singers L Nomads
Das: Desalt 31 Camners
D Utban castes Bunyara
25 Grocers etc
32 Shepherds and woolwork
Gﬂﬂdhlbln[k l&d;’l)zlﬂ Wwoolworhers
26 Gran pacchers and confection 33 Earthworkers and well sunkers
ers
Od Vaddar
gl;xl:hunja 34 Knife gnnders, etc.
27 Buchers Sikligae
Khatik 35 Bambooworkers
Basor Bansphora
28 Peddlers and gl: ki p
Bt e 36 Mat and basket makers

Kuravan Kosaca

29 Arstisans
(a) Tatlors 37 Mimes, etc
Darz Bahurupiya
(b) Dyers, etc 38 Drummers, etc
Chhipr Nazgara
(c) Cotton scutchers 39 Jugglers, acrobats, snzhe charm
Dhuniya ers, etc
{d) Distillers and liquor sell Nat
ers 40 Thieves, etc
Kalal Kalvar Bediya
30 Domestc servants 41 Hunters and fowlers
Bhistt Vaghn
CONCLUSION

In the history of human culture the contribution of the Indian peoples
1n all fields has been of the greatest importance From India we are sud
to have derived domestic poultry, shellac, lemons, cotton, jute, nice, 1ndigo,
the buffalo, cinnamon, ginger, pepper, cane sugar, the games of chess,
parchess, and polo, the zero concept, the deamal system, the basis of
certain philological concepts, a wealth of fables with moral import,
an astontshing vatiety of artistic products, and innumerable ideas i phil
osophy and religion such as asceticasm and monastiasm  To the west Indra
exported 'her SUanpe TS of Zypswes, 1o At st her pyptnoiogit wnd
religrous system of Buddhism  Primutrve peoples throughout Oceama and

outheastern Asia show many indications of Indian influences, as 1 the
caste systems of Polynesia or the mythic dramas of Bali

The peoples of India have produced one of the four geeat anilizations
of the Old World, ranhing alongside of China, the Near East, and Europe
1n scope and depth of cultural accomplishments  In addition India has
developed a system of castes which, as a scheme of social adjustment,
compares rather favorably with the European system of warung ternitorial
nationalittes  Thete 15 no room for the competition of sovereign nation

states 1 the Hindu philosophy of the universal world state
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Perhaps the Indua peoples’ tontnbution to the Allied Powess 10 d:
preseat war constitutes theis most unportant poray benefit to the
e of out eilyaton - When the war broke out 1n 1939, tegular ln:nn
tronps comprised aboot 170,000 men capsble of mobslization, snduding
both the Bristh Indian and Tndian Nauve States forces Berneen 1939
and 1912 these pumbers had nisen to a total of over 2,000,000 In pop-
combatant services millions more were engaged m war producon and
urlding mistaty facites The Indian fosces fight as caste groups 1 unats
made wp exclosnely of pancular castes Tt s ot possible to send men
of one caste 1ato 2 natt of a totally different caste  The maetial races of
India, Such a¢ the Sikhs, Rajputs, Pathans, Baluchs, Gurkhas, Marathss,
Guthwabs and Dogras, are characterized by supetb morale and aggressive-
aess on the field of battle

The Fourth Indun Dvision plaged a herore role 1n the Nosth Afsican
desert campugns as part of the immontal Eighth Army and o other unsis.
Between 1939 and 1942 the Diviston shatteced two great Axis aries and,
atthough suffcung 100 percent aasuslties, took 100,000 prisoners In
Entrea and Abyssiz they battled among the mountain peaks and success
fally stormed the well defended fortress of Keren At El Alamen the
Frfeh toduan Distsion helped hold the fine 3t 2 catital moment unnl re
anforcements could be assembled to turn the tide agaunst Rommel s fanks
Duning the Song tetreat of the Axis forces to Tumsa merpbers of the
Fourth Indun Dinstan pactsapated 10 & splendid maanes, sesvng 38 the
indomtable speashead ot constant attacks hestde these Athed comrades

1n other theaters of action the Indian troops comported themselves with
equal bravery and distioctiarr They were largely snstrurental n ndding
Te1q and lean of Bfth columaists, and Syriz of Vichy tmfluences In the
defense of Yhong Kong agunst avervhelming Japanese attack the Indun
forers fougte, Bescely and wah the greatest paitantry, micting heavy
casuallies upon the enemy before the cemnant of 4,000 ten wete fivally
compelled to suttender Throughout the de e battle of
Malapa and the last futife stang at Stagapore Induan troops played a noble
patt, and it was only after the infichion of 11,000 casualties that the ge

roansng 32 000 were forced to suprender In Burma about 36,000 Indsan

soldiers helped delay the Iy aniese
o s gr:pmi p. advance while the defenses of Index

w&"!:::sald fur;ushed by the Indian peoples to the Allies can be seen 1
spects of the peecent war  Out of 60,000 different artycles requiced

10 coodest, wat Jndia was makp
8 45 000 i 1
0 bas begen, 45d the manufact e v o e

ure of armoted vefucles has tak
:po;(lt Tn addwon India s furmshed foodstuffs, mumuwnsmt:x:‘l‘f:
b ;’ &h;;(’bd;:mbef, 20d caal o the Aflied Powers The Roy’al \ndm;
tipidly expanded 1p personael and shups, while the Indian

IR N
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Air Force has orgamzed paratroopers from Guskhas and other groups
Finally, India offers a splendid strategic base for attack on Japan and
support of China

There 1s a reverse side to the picture, which furnishes a challenge to the
good will and ingenuity of the United Natrons 1 finding 2 solution  The
faslure of the Cripps Mission and the decision of the Congress Party to
refrain from cooperation 1n winning the war are cases in pont  The air
and sea assaults by the Japanese forces on the eastern ports of India and
Ceylon did not change the minds of the Congress leaders  An additional
example 1s the deplorable war born famine of Bengal and adjoiming areas,
which seems to have been unavoidable because of food hoarding, mflation
aty food prices, the absence of water transportation, cutting off of Burmese
rice supplies, and 2 disastrous ¢yclone It 1s hoped that recursence of famine
may be prevented by r1gid price controls

When the present wat 15 over the people of Indiz will possess economic
assets mote fully developed than ever before, especially in the field of
heavy industry such as 1ron and steel production This circumstance should
operate to improve immensely the matenal conditions of Iife during the
difficult economic adjustments of the post war period  The amelioration of
the poverty of Indian Jife should certainly aid rather than retard the solu
tion of the more widely advertised problems of Indias pohtical future
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